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ge 11. 1. 7. read, as it is in. p 15+;l. 22. for maker, r. 
matter. p. 18. 1. 20. r. being not only. p. 22. l. 26. after con- 
radiction, r, ſo reſtrained. f. 38. 1. 3. for flame, r. ſame. P- 414 
20. for them, T. zt. p- 52. 13 r. pleaded. Ps 55. J. 33. r. 
IIeide de. p 56. l. 8. r. watch o rep Ty bvtoar yuars p- 61. l. 43. for 
would, r. ſhould. p. 62. I. 2. for the Biſpop's Prelates, r. Riſbops, 
Prelates. p. 68. I. 7. after is, add an Engine of this World, and 
abe 2 Eng ine 100, as being able. N. 78. l. 42. for Aſcend, 
T. accen d. 8 i ' ' 
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Will not trouble thee with ' Apolg, | vr, by 
this part of my ObſeruationFon the iſbop 
Bangor's Sermon come ſo late into the World, 
I they are True and. Pertinenp, the ca 
never be too late, and if hey og Hb 
have been too early, tho? they Ha been ' Pabliſh'd. 
the Week after that Sermon pas Preached. \ This 
is an Objettion which may become a Bookſeller, w 0. 
yeſpects only his private Gain, but cannot tn Uence, 
a judicious Reader, whe # only concern'd for the 


inveſtig ation of the real Truth. In order to which, 


I would adviſe thee, before thou readejt the Ser- 
mon, to conſider whether thou canſt find the Text, 
in any part of thy Bible, which affirms, That 

hriſt's Kingdom 7s upon Earth, and that the 
mixed multitude of Believers, (Good and bad. to- 
gether) are, Chrilt's proper Kingdom. Chriſt 
za the, Biſhop's Text, ſays his Kingdom #« pot 
of this World, and yet thou wilt find the Biſhop., 
aſcribing all thoſe Properties to Chriſt's King- 
om «pon Earth, which belong to his Kingdom 
phich is in Heaven; to prevent therefore fate 
ſtakes which bave aroſe from the ambiguity of 


The PREFACE. 
the Word Kingdom, conſult impartially thy 
Brbte; and 7bo7wilt find, that Chriſt's King-⸗ 7- 
dom in its moſt « ual and proper ſenſe, it 
taken for the State 1 the Þl d in Heaven, . 
and that it ever fignifies the Stage of hug Char 
«por Earth, where Sin, Death, and. Satan, 
Prince of this World Rules and Governs with him, 
but that ſom? Marks and Signs are added to it, 
to ſhew. it is no more than 4 | ab a Appella- 
tion. I Mat. 2. 3. v. we read St. John the | 


Baptiſt, came preaching in the Wilderneſs, 1 


I 
ſaying, the Kingdom of Heaven is at Han b 
or as it might be render d from the Original, 0 
ws to yok, it is abſurd to ſoy, that Il 
| 1 

] 
{ 
4 
ö 
( 
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rift's Church militant upon Earth, was ther 
approaching to them, but it was proper to ſay, the 
manifeſtation of a Kingdom of Light. and Glory 
was thew at Hand, to be made by him who. was. 
the real Ring and Proprietor of Heaven. Mat, 
. 23. Chriſt is ſaid to come reaching the Goſpel, 
} or glad Tidings) of the Mingdom that is not | 
of Chriſt's Church, which was to meet with Tris, 
bulation, but of the Jays of Heaven, which our Sa- 
viour was then opening to all true Believers. Mat, 
5. 3. Chriſt /ays, Bleiſed are the Poor in Spirit, 
tor theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven z. e. 
the Joys of the Bleſſed in Heaven, and not the 
bare privileges of the viſible Church, in the 
midſt of which many r Periſh, Mat. 
6 33. Chriſt ſays, ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of 
God, Cc. and all cheſe things ſhall be added 
to you, that is, firſt ſecure to hour ſelves the ſals 
vation of your Souls, and then uo Earthly neceſſa- 
r 


Je, PRE FA CB. * 

ry [ball be wanting to your Bodies. Me read Mat: 
11. not 8 e ſaith, Lord, Lord, 
mall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
he that doth the Will of my Father which 
is in Heaven, hoſe who cry'd Lord, Lord, no 
doubt were Subjects of what the Biſhop calls 
Chriſt's Church «paz Earth, but never were to 
enter into his proper Kingdom of Heaven. Mat. 
8. 11. 12. Many ſhall come from the Eaſt and 


* . 
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the Weſt, and ſhall ſet down with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but the Children of the Kingdom ſhall. be caſt, 
out -that is, converted and believing Pagans, 
ſhall enter into Chriſt's Kingdom whit the Jews 
who were the 5 Subjects of God's Kingdom on 
Earth, ſhould be caſt into everlaſtizg | Narkneſs, 
Mat. 1 2. 28. Chriſt /ays to the Phari ſees· If I by 
the Spirit of God caſt out Devils, then tlie King - 
dom of God is come unto you, %ig cannot be 
paraphras'd by ſaying then in Church wilitant ap- 
on Earth, is come unto. you, for it does abt appear 
that Chriſt at that time had any viſible Church- 
preſent with him - but the Senſe is. then it 
i apparent, that I the King of Heaven, who. alone 
can beſtow eternal Happineſs, am here preſent with , 
you. Mat. 13. 19, when any one heareth the 
word of the Kingdom, and underſtandeth it, 
not, then cometh the Wicked one, and taketh 
ir from him, Cc. I preſume the Bilhop would 
not have this Paraphras'd by rendriag it If any 
one heareth the Word of the Church which is 
Chrilt's Kingdom «pon Earth, (for that would 
ſmell as ftrong of Pojery, as Mon. Pillionniere, 
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But 


Bel. F "any due hear th? Word of God, dire 
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of the moderus 3 wrote in my ( 
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in 4 . | | 
Places, we ſhould render the Words Kingdom af 
Heaven, by the Church of Chriſt, we ſhould 
¶ turn a great part of the Geſpel, into Banter and 
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lamp Hl Fewer, Its. excellence to Tyraſure. hid 
4 Fiela, &c. But F in all theſe, and the like 


F 2 SS $ 


Ridicule. I know 1 Col. 13 the Apoſtle. exhorts 
them to give Thanks to God, for delivering them 
from the Power of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of 
his dear Son. But ſee no Neceſſity why the Kings 
dom of God's Son, ſhould.(jgnity his Church up: 
on Earth, when in the.12th Verſe the Apoſtle {peaks 
expreſly, of the inheritance of Saints in Light, 
wbich i certainly Chrilt's Kingdom in Heaven, 
the like may be ſaid of 1 Theſ. 2. 12. where they 
are exhorted to walk worth of God, who had called 
them into his Kingdom ard Glory--- It i ins 
deed an Honour 20 be admitted 4 Member into 
Chrilt's Church upon Earth, but Glory 1 pro- 
per to his Kingdom in Heaven. I agree with 
that admirable Prelate, that Melchiſedeck, 
David, and Solomon, were Types of the Meſſiah, 
and that the Prophets foretold, that their Meſſiah 
ſhould be a Ring; but I do not find Chriſt om’ 
himſelf to be in his proper Kingdom till he was in 
a glorify'd Stgte---= and therefore promis'd the 
Di/ciples, they ſhould ſee the Mingdom of God, at 
his Transfiguration, which implies they had not be- 
fore ſeen it. And I know the Prophet Daniel fore- 
tola, that the Kingdom of the Meſſiah ſhould be 
an everlaſting Kingdom, Daz. 7.27. but that can 
notagree to Chriſt's Church upon Earth, ſince 
the Earth itſelf is not of an everlaſting Mature e- 
Chriſt as God, is Nins of the whole Hd, but 


of 4) of 


As our ſelves. I acknowledge that all who ire ad. 


ethers, Some deny his Divinity, Others Queſtion 


The PREFACE 
the whole World i not bis Church, for then, Turks; 
Jews, and Infidels, would be as muck Chriſtians 


mitted into Chrift's Church, oaght to be obedi. 
ent Subjects to their Lord and Maſter, but I ſe 

with Grief, that he is obeyed but imperfectij by the | 
beſt of Subjects, his Commands totally rejected by 


themſelves, ſo that Chriſt can no more be ſaid to 
Reign upon Earth, than K. Charles I.could be ſaid 
to Reign at Edge Hill, amniaſt 4 Rebeſlious Army, 

Bat the Biſhop of Bangor deſguing the pro. 
motion of a Political Onion of 28 F all 
Perſuaſions, could not effect that grand Deſign, 
without aſſigning to Chriſt ſuch 4 proper King- 
dom upon Earth, as ſhould 1ſt. exempt his Sab. 
jects from all other Leoiflation, 2dly. ſecure them 
from all Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 3dly. free them 
from all ſubmiſſion to Civil Conſtitutions, &c. 
in all things belonging to Conſcience and eternal 
Salvation - And his Sermon being made, non ad 
Populum, fed ad Aulam, zor to the People, but 
the Court, his chief Baſineſs was to perſuade thoſe 
of the Legiſlature, that they were baund to revoke 
all Atts of Parliament, made in favour of the 
Church, throw down all Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 


his Miſſion, Moſt believe and Act as beſt fats 


tions, withdraw all Temporal Entourazements, and 
bay the Eſtabliſh'd Church «por the ſame levell, 


with all Schiſmatical and Heretical Diſſenters, to 
perfect the Glory of Chrilt's Kingdom. I give 
hee, Reader, this Key for the underſtanding of his 
Sermon, and wiſh thee a hearty Tarewel. 

| Matthias Earbery, 


Review of, Oc. 


T is a ſign the Religion of a Nation is in a very bad 
State, when Presbyters contend with a Biſhop; whether 
the Oppoſition is made by a Single Perſon, or by the Re- 
preſentatives of the whole Order, met in Convocation to- 
gether. When indeed any Diurnal mercenary Scribler of 
the Town, upon the different Views of excluding a Popiſh 
Succeſſor from the Throne, and of giving univerſal Liberty to 
all the different Sects of Chriſtians, of thinking and acting as 
they pleaſe, in all matters relating to eternal Salvation, ad- 
vances ſuch propoſitions as are either diſſonant from the 
Truth, or contradictory to each other, no Man is much di- 
hem | ffurb'd, or concern'd at it, ſince it is no more, than what is to 

lbe expected from that way of Writing, but when any thing 
&c. like it is done by a Father of the Church, ſupported by the favour 
rual Jof great Men, and renowned for good Senſe and Learning, 
apparent in ſome of his firſt Writings, it raiſes the Paſſions of 
all Men, (as well thoſe who are well affected te our Eccleſia. 
tical Conſtitutigns, as thoſe who are not,) and puts them into a 
ſerious enquiry what it is in that Diſcourſe, which has given 
ſuch great matter of Ofence to ſome, and of Foy and Trzumpb 
o others. g 

Without therefore making any further Apology for the un- 
dertaking, I ſhall in the firſt place Obſerve, That the Bzſhop 
begins his Sermon with a Complaint | rg ii Effects length of 
me has brought with it, in the alteratiſh of the meaning annex- 
4 to certain Sounds, This opens a large Room for Satyrical 
Reflect ions, rather than for wholſome or ediſying Initruttions He 
would think himſelf perhaps roughly us'd, if a Man ſhould ſay 
he obſerved, that the Word Biſhop, was ancientiy thought to 


ignify a Perſon, who had ſome Hutton to att in the Church, as 
2 


- 


r 


22 


2. => * 
* 2 


41 


a Vicegerent of Chriſt, and ſent by him fo puniſh notorions Offens | 
ders by Eccleſtaſtical Cenſures; but that amongſt the Modern, 
ie denotes a Man, who has nothing to do in another one's? 
gm, or to oblige the Conſciences of his Flock, with any 
reftritions of natural Liberty, or to Bleſs or Abſolve his Peo- 
ple, any more than his People have to Bleſs and Abſolve him. 
He might obſerve, that the Word Church, did heretofore ſig- 


nify, @ Svciety of Men believing in Chriſt, and living in due Sub- 
jection to bim, and Offiters commiſſion'd by bim; but that in mo- 


dern Language it denotes a Rabble of Men, ſaying indeed that they | 
beliefe in Chriſt, but denying all Obedience to thoſe wbo are legally 


Commiſſin'd by him, , 

(p. 2.) He ſays the only cure for this Evil, is to have recourſe 10 

the Original. I anſwer if Scripture and Reaſon are Originals, 
1 defire to appeal to no other. 
p. 5.) He ſays Religion in St. James's Time was Virtue and In- 
tegriiy, as to our ſelves, and Charity and Beneficence to others, before 
God, even the Father, James 1. 7. I ſay Religion in St. James's 
Time, fignify'd a faith fruitful of Good Works, James 3. 18. Shew 
ane thy Faith by thy Works, and St. Paul who was St. James's 
Cotemporary, teaches us, Rom. 1. 17, that the Juſt ſhell live by 
bis Faith; now by Faith we Chriſtians are ſaved. 

What ever therefore the Biſhops means by Virtue, Integrity, 
e &c. if they do not ariſe from à belief of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, they are only uſeful and Orna- 
mental to the preſent Life, but not ſufficient Mediums of ob- 
taining Life everlaſting. 

His Lordſhip adds, That by degrees it is come in moft of 
© the Countrys throughout the whole Warld, to fignify the 
performance of every thing almoft except Virtue and Cha- 
© rity; I ſuppoſe his Lordſhip means that there are penal Laws 
in almoſt all Nations, and I ſay there is no great Charzty in 
this Reflection, for Chri/t;ans of all Countrys extol Charity in 
Words, tho' ſome by their Actions deny it. 

For all Penal Laws in matters of Religion, are not to be 


deemed uncharitable, if they are made only for the Defenſe of 


Truth againſt Error, or of good and pious Men, againſt Wick- 
ed and ungodly Sinners who, for their Pzety and Vertue, endea- 
vour to deſtroy them. They are then no more than ſo many 
charitable Gifts, and Alms, beftowed by the Sovereign Powers, 
upon thoſe Subjects, who beft deſerve their Favour, and Pro- 
tect jon; or, rather the due Payments of ſuch Debts, as All Men, 
(eſpecially thofe who are in Authorzty) do owe to the Mainte- 
nance ol Truth and Juſtice, 
But 
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But that is not their only fault, for his Z---dſhep complains, 


© That modern Religion ſignifys a punctual exatineſs in re- 


s card to particular Times, Places, Forms, and Modes diverſi- 
c fy'd according to the various Humours of Men. I anſwer, 
that I know not where thoſe Chriſtians dwell, who are exactly 
punctual in obſerving the Humours of Men, as the Laws of 
God. But I know where ſome Chriſtians dwell, who think it 
their ind iſpenſible Duty, to be exactly punctual in the obſer- 
vation of the Times, Places, Forms, and Modes of publick Wor- 
ſhip, pre ſcrib'd by ſuſficient Authority of Church or State, be- 
cauſe they think it is the Vill of Chriſt, declared by his Apo- 
ſtles that they ſhould do ſo, Zeb. 13. 17. Obey them who bave 
the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, as alſo becauſe they 
know there can be no publick Worſhip of God, witiWut ſub- 
miſſion to ſome common Authority, determining the Times, 
Places, Forms, and Modes of publick Workhip, and therefore 


think it part of their obedience to Chriſt, to obey humane Au- 


thority therein, rather than quite to aboliſh thoſe publick 
dutys, or leave them to the diſcretion of every private Spi- 
rit. And I alſo know ſome Chriſtians, with whom Religion ſig- 
nifys an exact and punctual Oppoſition, to whatſoever Times, 
Places, Forms, and Modes of publick Warſhip, are im pos'd up- 
on them by any Authority delegated by Cbriſt, or his Apoſtles, 
being inſtructed (hut not by Scripture) that Chriſt is the only 
Lamgiver of his Church. wx 

But becauſe his Lordſhips reflection ſeems directed chicfly 
againſt the firſt Sett of Chriſtians, viz. thoſe Conformiſts to 
the Orders of the eſtabliſh'd Church; who think it their Duty to 
obferve its Rubricks and Canons, as long as they continue in 
its Communion, not for filthy Lucre, but for Conſcience ſake, I 
ſhall not at all meddle with the Second in this place, I ſhall 
only ſay, it is impoſſible upon this Principle of Oppolitian to 
All bumane Authority, to bring our Proteſtant Diſſenters to 
Conformity, by any alterations of our Cauous, Arizcles, or 17. 
turgzes, for the alterations being made by humane Authori- 
ty, will ftill be thought 7vaſions of the Prerggative of Chriſt, 
the only King and Lamgiver to his People. 

But his Lordſhip finds fault with the punfual obſervation 
of Times, Place, &c. becauſe as he ſays, < Men practiſe and 
* recommend them under the avowed Name of external Re- 
* ligton, two Words, which (in the Senſe fixed upon them by 
many Chriftians) God hath put aſunder, and which therc- 
* fore no Man ſhould joyn together. I anſwer,. who thoſe 
many Chriſtians are, upon = his Zordjh;p here Fr. | 

2 0. 
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do not know, and the reaſon why I do not know, is, becauſe | 
his Lordſhip has not vouchſafed to tell me. I know Religion id 
the Love or Fear of God, and that Love and Fear are inward © 
Paſſions of the Mind; But theſe znward Paſſions will naturally % 
break forth into ſuitable Actions, and in ſome Meaſure mani- 
feſt themſelves by certain outward Signs and Tokens, as well as 
by a viſible Obedience to all the Commands of their Lord and 


Maſter. And that Tove and Fear of God, in which we place 
the Eſſence of Religion, neither can, or will be long una#:ve, 
but will influence our outward Behaviour, and produce Things 
honeſt in the ſight of all Men, Rom. 12, 17. They will diſpoſe, 


and ftir us up to the Worſhip of God in Body, as well as Spirit, 
and Bodily Worſhip recommended by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 6. 20. is 


certain ſomething viſible, or external, performed in certain 
Time, or Place, and under certain Modes, or Circumſtances. 
Nor need we be afraid of calling this External Religion, which 
is a neceſſary Effect of that inward veneration of Mind, which 


3s the very Eſſence of all true Devotion. For whenever this 


is ſtrongly impreſſed upon the Mind, the fignification of it 
will not only appear in all ſolemn Acts of Publick Worſhip, 
but in the Production of all the peaceable Works of Righteouſneſs, 
as Chriſt ſays, If ye love me keep my Commandments, and in this 
Senſe, God has ſo join'd Religion and External together, that 
ſeparately they can have no long Exiſtence, For Faith 
(ſays St. James, which is the inward Perſuaſion of the Mind, 
and the firſt Principle of all Chriſtian Obedience) without Works 
(that is viſible effects) is dead being alone, and I/orks without 
Faith are not available to eternal Salvation. So that he 
who ſeperates all that is External from Religion, deſtroys all 
that is beautiful in the publick Vor ſbip of God, and all that is 
beneficial to Mankind, in the external operation of Charzty, 
the moſt noble of all Chriſtian Ver tues, 1 Cor. 13. 13. Was not 
Moſes commanded to put of his Shoes, in token of the inward 
Worſhip of his Mind, when God ſpake to him out of the Buſh, 
Exodus, 2, 5. and can his Lordſhip ſay, that Moſes wore his 
Shoes on the inſide of his Feet? Do we not read of Good 
Men, as Joſbua 5. 14. who fell down and worſhiped, and can we 
think the nward Devotion of their Minds, was at all broken 
or diſordered by the fall? Chriſt tell us a Good Tree will bring 
forth good Fruit, Mat. 7. 17. and an evil Tree, evil Fruit, (i. e. 
Good Paſſions bring forth good Actions, and Evil Paſſions, 
Evil Actions) and St. John Baptiſt, that every Tree which bring- 
eth not forth good Fruit is hewn down and caſt into the Fire, 
Mat. 3, 10. the hidden Root does not ſave the Tree, but the 
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Fruit which grows upon the external Branches, from being 
thrown into the Fire. St. Paul joyns External and Internal 
Worſhip, very cloſely together, when he bids the Corinthians 
Glorify God in their Body, and their Spirit which are Gods, 1 Cor. 
6. 2 v. and ſo does God when he complains, that the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael drew near to bim with their Lips, when they bad 
removed their Hearts far from him, Iſ. 29. 13. For his plain 
meaning is, that they ſhould have joyned both together in 
his Service, and therefore I hope his Tordſbip will not call it 
hard uſuage, if a ſingle Presbyter ſhou'd humbly requeſt a 


Text of Scripture, wherein God has put External and Religion 


ſo far aſunder, that =o Man muſt preſume to put them together, - 
(p. 6.) But perhaps his Lordſhip's meaning is, That the 
© obſervation of Times, Places, Ceremonys, Imaginary Au- 
«© fteritys, ſeperated from the inward Devotion of the Mind, 
© cannot be the leaſt part of a Man's Religion. And ſo ſay 
I, if Men obſerve Times as mechanically as a Clock, or 
Places, like a Carryers Pack-Horſe, or Ceremonys, like a young 
Dancing-Mafter, or an old Courtier, or Imaginary Auſteriiys, 
(tho? I thought no Aufteritys could be Imaginary) like a 
Malefactor, who ſuffers againſt his Will for evil doing, But 
if he does it in Obedience to any Lawful Authority of Men which 
Chriſt has left in his Church, all\theſe are inftances of his 0be- 
dience to Chrift himſelf as the ſupreme Judge and Lord of all 
And if his Lordſhip had ſaid as much, there had been 
no 8 of calling upon him for an explanation of his 
Words. : 
The next thing his Lordſhip obſerves, is, That theſe 
© Words, [ The Worſhip of God] was in our Saviors Time, and 
© in his own Words, the Wor ip of the Father in Spirit and 
© Truth, John 4. 23. The hour cometh and now is, when the 
© true Worſhipers ſhall Worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth. But (he ſays) the notion is become quite ano- 


© ther thing, and that in many Chriſtian Countrys that which 


© ſtill retains the Name of the IWorſhip of God, is indeed the 
© neglett and the diminution of the Father, and the Worſhip 
c of other Beings, beſides, and more than the Father. 

I anſwer that if by other Beings, he means the Son and the 
Holy Ghoſt, no Vorſbip paid to them can be @ diminution 10 the 


' Worſhip of the Father, hecauſe the Glory of the Son, and of the 


Holy Ghoſt, is the very Glory of the Father, communicated to 
the Son, and the Spirit, in an ineffable manner, and eternally 
flowing from him. Neither did the Worſhip of God, ſignify 
the Worſhip of the Father alone in our Saviors time, for 1 

taught 
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taught his Diſcigles, that all Men ſhould honour the Son, even as 


they honour the Father, John 5, 23. And it is impoſſible to ho- | 


nour the Father alone, becauſe God could not have been a real 


Father, unleſs he had had a real Son, partaker of the ſame Di- Z 


vinity with himſelf; and therefore Cbriſt told the Samaritan 
Women, John 4, 23. when ſhe boaſted their Forefathers had 
worſhipped God in that Mountain, that they worſhipped they knew 
not what, becauſe they adored Him, as the Creator of the Uni- 
verſe, and as the In/pirer of Moſes and the Prophets, but not as 
the real Father of the true Meſſiah. HE: 


I know indeed that the pious and learned Dr. Ham- 


mond, does think that our Savior in theſe Words, ye worſbip ye | 


know not what, reprehends the Samaritans, for joyning the 
worſhip of their Idols with the worſhip of the true God, of which 
Folly, they were egregiouſly guilty at their firſt Plantation 
in that Country, as is evident from 2 Kings 17, 30. Cc. But 
it does not appear to me, that the Samaritans continued in 
this 1dolatry, at the Time of our Saviors appearance in the 
World; but as the Jews were cured ot their 7dolatry by the 
Babyloniſh Captivity, ſo it is likely the Samaritans, their Neigh- 
bours, had learned from them to abhor ſuch groſs Superſti- 
tions, as their Forefathers had brought with them from diſtant 
Nations, and that the Fews hated them rather as Schiſmatichs, 
than as Pagans, and Rzvals of themſelves in the Worſhip of One 
God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, but perhaps under ſuch Cor- 
poreal Repreſentations, as made them. guilty of worſhiping they 
knew not what, tor ſo are all thoſe who worſhip any Created Be- 
ang, or who worſhip their Creator under any Corporeal Repre- 
ſentation whatever. | 

Certain it is, that the End of our Savior's Diſcourſe with 
the Samaritan Woman, was to declare to her, that he was the 
true Meſſiah, and that the Meſſiah was the Son of God, who 
ſhould be worſhiped from that Time, not only as the Father, 
(in a figurative Senſe of Men and Angels) but as the real Father 
of the true Meſſiab, which could not be unleſs the Son was pare 
taker of che ſame Divinity as the Father. The Samaritan 
Woman was ſo well inftrufted in the Scriptures, as to know 
that a Meſſiah was to come, who was to be called Cbriſt, and 
to tell them all Things, v 25, But ſhe knew no more, than the 


vulgar Jews, that this Meſſiah was the only begotten Son of God; 


for as Chrift ſaith, Luk. 10. 22. No Man knoweth who the Son is, 
but the Father, and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom 
the Son will reveal bim. She was therefore to be inſtructed, 
as our Savior did inſtruct the vulgar Jews, that the Time was. 

j come, 


9 0 2 HH A©AL 


171 
come, that the Worſhip of God, as the Creator of Heaven and 
® Zarth, and the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and Inſpirer of 
® Moſes and the Prophets, would not be ſufficient for Salvation, 
Z unleſs they honoured him in all Places, as the Father of the 
'J bleſſed Jeſus, and Jeſus as the Son of the Living God, of the ſame 


Creating Subfance with the Father. For to worlhip any cre- 
ated Subftance, is to worſhip we know not what, God having im- 
preſſed upon us an Idea of Himſelf, but we are ignorant of the 
different degrees of Perfection of our Fellow Creatures, and con- 
ſequently know not how to proportion our Worſhip to thoſe 
22 degrees of Perfeſtion in them. The Worſhip therefore 
of the Father cannot be diminiſhed by the worſhip of the Son, and 
the Spirit, but upon Preſumption that the Son, and the Spirit, 
are two created Beings, which I hope is more than his Lordſhip 
will ſay, (or can ſay with bis wonted Sincerity) while he con- 
tinues in our Communion. | , 

p. 7+) © The Glory therefore given to the Father, the Son, 
© and the Holy Ghofi, cannot I hope be intended to be that 
© Lump of indigeſted Notions and Practices, whereof he com- 
© plains in the 7th Page, which tend to the neglect and dimi- 
© nution of the honour of the Father, * but rather it is the 
worſhip of Saints and Angels in the Church of Rome, which I 
condemn as much as his Lordſhip, and thank him for his inge- 
nious Reprehenſions of it. 

The next change of Signification, is in the Word Prayer, 
(which he ſays) © in all our Lord's Directions about it, and 
particularly in that form which he himſelf taught his fol- 
© lowers, was a Calm undifturb'd addreſs to God, under the 
© notion of a Father expreſſing thoſe Sentiments and Wiſhes, 
© which every fincere Mind ought to have But the ſame 
© Word, by the help of Men, and voluminous Rules of Art, is 
© come to ſignify Heat and Flame, in ſuch a manner, and to 
c ſuch a Degree, that a Man may be in the beft Diſpoſition in 
the World, and yet not devout enough to Pray | 

I anſwer if our Savor and his Apofles had left us few or no 
directions concerning Prayer, Nature alone would have in- 
ſtructed us, that it implys an intenſe deſire of thoſe things 
which we hope to obtain by our addreſſes to God. And 
as for the Form of Prayer left us by our Lord, there is no more 
in it of Calmneſi or Freedom from perturbation, than there is 
of Heat or Flame,for all forms of Words are capable of neither; 
we muſt our ſelves hring Heat or Calmneſs to our Form, or 
our Forms, tho* never ſo perfect, will bring neither of them to 


us, 
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taught his Diſcigles, that all Men ſhould honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father, John 5, 23. 


Father, unleſs he had had a real Son, partaker of the ſame Di- 
vinity with himſelf; and therefore Chriſt told the Samaritan 
Woman, John 4, 23. when ſhe boaſted their Forefathers had 
worſhipped God in that Mountain, that they worſhipped they knew 
not what, hecauſe they adored Him, as the Creator of the Uni- 
verſe, and as the Iaſpirer of Moſes and the Prophets, but not as 
the real Father of the true Meſſiah. 1 
J know indeed that the pious and learned Dr. Ham- 
mond, does think that our Savor in theſe Words, ye worſbip ye 
know not what, reprehends the Samaritans, for joyning the 
2wor ſhip of their Idols with the worſhip of the true God, of which 
Folly, they were egregiouſly guilty at their firft Plantation 
in that Country, as is evident from 2 Kings 17, 30. Oc. But 
it does not appear to me, that the Samarztans continued in 
this 1dolarry, at the Time of our Saviors appearance in the 
World; but as the Jews were cured of their 1dolatry by the 
Babyloni ſh Captivity, fo it is likely the Samaritans, their Neigh- 
bours, had learned from them to abhor ſuch groſs Superſti- 
tions, as their Forefathers had brought with them from diſtant 
Nations, and that the Fews hated them rather as Schiſmatichs, 
than as Pagans, and Rzvals of themſelves in the Worſhip of One 
God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, but perhaps under ſuch Cor- 
porea] Repreſentations, as made them. guilty of worſbiping they 
knew noi what, for ſo are all thoſe who worſhip any Created Be- 
ang, or who worſhip their Creator under any Corporeal Repre- 
Jentation whatever. | 
Certain it is, that the End of our Savzor's Diſcourſe with 
the Samaritan Woman, was to declare to her, that he was the 
true Meſſiah, and that the Meſſiah was the Son of God, who 
ſhould be worſhiped from that Time, not only as the Father, 
(in a figurative Senſe of Men and Angels) but as the real Father 
of the true Meſſiab, which could not be unleſs the Son was para 
taker of rhe ſame Divinity as the Fatber. The Samaritan 
Woman was ſo well inſtructed in the Scriptures, as to know 
that a Meſſiah was to come, who was to be called Chriſt, and 
to tell them all Things, v 25, But ſhe knew no more, than the 


vulgar Jews, that this Meſſiah was the only begotten Son of God; 


for as Chrift ſaith, Luk. 10. 22. No Man knoweth who the Son is, 
but the Father, and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom 
the Son will reveal him. She was therefore to be inftrufted, 
as our Savior did inſtruct the vulgar Jews, that the Time was. 

5 N come, 


And it is impoſſible to bo- 
nour the Father alone, becauſe God could not have been a real 
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come, that the Worſh:p of God, as the Creator of Heaven and 
Farib, and the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and Inſpirer of 
| Moſes and the Prophets, would not be ſufficient for Salvation, 


Z unleſs they honoured him in al Places, as the Father of the 
'J Lleſed Feſus, and Jeſus as the Son of the Living God, of the ſame 


Creating SubRance with the Father. For to worſhip any cre- 
ated Snbftance, is to worſhip we know not what, God having im- 
preſſed upon us an Idea of Himſelf, but we are ignorant of the 
different degrees of Perfection of our Fellow Creatures, and con- 
ſequently know not how to proportion our Worſhip to thoſe 
different degrees of Perfeſtion in them. The Worſhip therefore 
of the Father cannot be diminiſhed by the worſhip of the Son, and 
the Spirit, but upon Preſumption that the Son, and the Spirit, 
are two created Beings, which I hope is more than bis Lordſhip 
will ſay, (or can ſay with bis wonted Sincerity) while he con- 
tinues in our Communion. . 0 

(p. 7+) © The Glory therefore given to the Father, the Son, 
© and the Holy Ghoi, cannot I hope be intended to be that 
© Lump of indigeſted Notions and Practices, whereof he com- 
© plains in the 7th Page, which tend to the neglect and dimi- 
© nution of the honour of the Father, * but rather it is the 
worſhip of Saints and Angels in the Church of Rome, which I 
condemn as much as his Lordſhip, and thank him for his inge- 
nious Reprehenſions of it. 

The next change of Signification, is in the Word Prayer, 
(which he ſays) © in all our Lord's Direttions about it, and 
« particnlarly in that form which he himſelf taught his fol- 
© lowers, was a Calm undifturb'd addreſs to God, under the 
© notion of a Father exprefling thoſe Sentiments and W iſhes, 
© which every ſincere Mind ought to have But the ſame 
© Word, by the help of Men, and voluminous Rules of Art, is 
© come to ſignify Heat and Flame, in ſuch a manner, and to 
© ſuch a Degree, that a Man may be in the beft Diſpoſition in 
the World, and yet not devout enough to Pray—— _ 

I anſwer if our Savzor and his Apofiles had left us few or no 
directions concerning Prayer, Nature alone would have in- 
ſtructed us, that it implys an intenſe deſire of thoſe things 
which we hope to obtain by our addreſſes to God. And 
as for the Form of Prayer left us by our Lord, there is no more 
in it of Calmneſi or Freedom from perturbation, than there is 
of Heat or Flame,for all forms of Words are capable of neither 
we muſt our ſelves bring Heat or Calmneſs to our Form, or 
our Forms, tho* never ſo perfect, will bring neither of them to 


us, 


81 


us, whether contrived by Art, or the products of an extem< 
porary effuſion. | 
The word Calm is oppoſed to Stormy, and does not al- 


than to do good. When Job's Wife was angry at Provi- 
dence, (he was ſo far from being in the beft Diſpoſition in the 
World to pray, that ſhe adviſed her Husband to Curſe God 
and Dye, Job 2. 9. and Anger againſt our Brethren, is ſo de- 
ſtructive to Devotion, that if we are bringing our Gift 10 
the Altar, and find our ſelves in a State of Anger with our 
Brethren, we muſt leave it there till the Mind is calm'd 
by Reconciliation, Matt. 5. 23. and ſo ſays the Apoſtle, 
1 Tim. 2. 8. I will therefore that Men pray every where, lifting 
up holy Hands, without Wrath and Doubting. . 
Freedom from Anger, is therefore a good diſpoſition of 
the Mind to Prayer, but not freedom from the Heat or Flame of 
Deſire, which is eſſential to every Part of Prayer, and ne- 
ver can be too intenſe, when it is free from Bodily Perturba- 
tion; © Wherefore his Lordſhip's Complaint, That Prayer 
© was now made to ſignify Heat and Flame, to ſuch a de- 
< grec, that a Man might be in the beſt diſpoſition in the 
© World to Pray, and yet not devout enough for it; gave 
occaſion to many of the inferior Clergy, to think, that by 
Calmneſs was meant Coldneſs : Whereas the Ideas of Calmneſs 
and Coldneſs are very different. If the Biſhop's Servant ſhould 
bring him his Tea too hot, he would bid him ſtay till it 
was cooler, not till it was more calm and undiſturb'd; fo 
that if the Biſhop had at firſt explain'd the Senſe of the Word 
Calm, none of us of the inferior Clergy, would have been 
under any dreadful apprehenſions, leaſt our Congregations 
ſhould think, that they were then in the beſt diſpoſition in the 
World to Pray, when they were leaſt of all inflamed with a 
Deſire of thoſe Graces they pray'd for. Which Miſtake (if it 
be any) aroſe from his Complaint againft Heat and Flame, 


recommended in ſome modern Books of Devotion, and therefore 


ſince the Bzſhop declares that he ſpake nothing againſt that 
fervency or warmth of Mind, (p. 10th of the Anſwer to 
Dr. Snape) as is conſiſtent, with that calmneſs and undiſturbed- 
neſs of the Soul, which is the defence and ornament of Humane 
Underſtanding, and that it was only againſt ſuch Fervency of 
Prayer, as leads Mens Underſtanding into a dark Cloud, I am 
; un- 


ways ſignify (even metaphorically) a freedom from all Paſs a! 
ons, but moſt commonly from that of Anger againſt God 
or Man, which is a kind of inward Storm of the Mind, very | 
violent in its Motion, and always more inclining to do evil 
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nwilling to charge him with more of the Doctrine of Cold. 


, than he is pleas'd to own himſelf; only. for the In- 
ruction of the Ignorant, and to prevent miftakes, which 


Pay be founded upon ſo great an Authority. I will add, 


hat all parts of Prayer, require ſome degrees of Heat, as 


ential to them. | 


PETITION is a warm Deſire of thoſe Spiritual Graces, 
hich are neceſſary to Salvation. (Bleſſed are they which hunger 
d thir# after Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled, Matt. 5. 6. 
DEPRECATION of Puniſhment is founded upon 
warm Senſe of the Horrors of that place, where the Worm dy- 
h not, and the Fire is not quenched. 
CONFESSION is no leſs a flagrant Senſe of our 
wn Guilt. ; 
PRAISE is the Produſt of @ rapturous Admiration of 
be Goodneſs and Power of God. 

THANKSGIVING is a Foyful Come moration of par- 
zcular favours conferr'd upon our ſelves, or our near Relations: 
nd Interceſſions for all Men are the effets of Brotherly Love, 
;hereof, Coldneſs is the very death and burial, The Love 

many ſhall wax cold, Matt. 24. 12. - 

PERTURBATION, or as the Biſhop calls it, diſturb- 
dneſs, is the zrregular Hurry of the Animal Spirits, which is on- 
y to be found in diftemper'd Bodys, where it often is the Pa- 
ent of Enthuſiaſm, and Enthuſiaſm the Parent of new Lights, 
alſe Prophecys, tautological Repetitions, ſuperſtitious Auſte- 
itys, and indeed any thing, rather than ofa reaſonable wor- 
lipof God; and the Cure of this, ſometimes helongs rather 
d the Phyſitian than to the Divine. Freedom from theſe 
odily Diſorders, may be andeed a preparative diſpoſition 
d Prayer, (tho' not the beſt in the World as he ſays) but 
armth is ſo univerſally acknowledged by all Chriftians, as a 
eceſſary Qualification of Devotion, that thoſe who find them- 
lves not warmed by the Prayers of the Church, will go to 
pparate Meetings to warm themſelves at Diſſenters Fires. 
nd David did not think Flame or Fere ſo dangerous to De. 
oon, when he ſaid, My beart was bot within me, and I ſpale 
ith my Tongue, Lord let me know my end, and the number of 
Days, that I may apply my heart unto Wiſdom, Pl. 39. v. 3, 4. 
hatever therefore his LZordſhip's pious intention might be, 


is Words had ſemething in them, like the ſound of the 
orman Covre-feu bell, which was to admoniſh all Men, to 
ut out their Fires, when the Conqueror had left them little 
nothing to Burn. 


B © The 


{ 10 ] 
© The laſt change of Names the Biſhop obſerves, 7s that of 
© the Love of God, which at firſt ſignified the keeping his 
< Commandments, or doing his Will, Fob 14, 15, 21, 23, &c. 
thut now is come by Degrees, to denote a violent Paſſion, 
Commotion, and Exftacy——-* I anſwer, that I have no- 
thing to do with violent Paſſions, Commotions or Extacys, but 
I fay, no Man can keep all the Commands of God, if he 
does not keep the firſt and greateſt of all, viz. (Mat. 22, 37.) 
thou ſhalt Love the Lord thy God with all thy Soul, with all thy 
Heart, and with all iby Mind, (St. Luke adds, with all thy 
Strength) and Love has allways ſome degrees of warmth in- 
ſeparable from it. And we of the inferior Clergy with Griet 
obſerve, that in moſt Men the Love of the World fo far pre- 
vails, that the Love of God is rather in too low, than too 
High a degree of Fervor, and therefore cautions againſt vio- 
tent Paſſions, Commotion and Extacy, are as unneceſſary, and 
as cruel too, as Prohibitions from the uſe of the Fire, in the 
coldeſt Seaſon of the Year. | | 
But taking our leave of every thing, which can admit of 
a candid interpretation, or 4s capable of being excus'd by 
explanation: Let us proceed to the Biſhop's Notions of the 
Chriſtian Church. He ſays (p. 10. © That the Church 
is the Kingdom of Chriſt, and that if (p. 11.) we ſincerely 
© examine our notions of Chriſt's Church, by what he ſaith 
of his Kingdom, that it is not of this World, we ſhall ex- 
© clude out ot it, every thing which he would have excluded, 
© and then what remains will be True, Pure, and Un- 
< corrupted, — | 

And indeed his Lordſhip does deduce all thoſe doftrines, 
which bave given the greateſt offence from this ſuppoſition, 
that all the Socieffes of Believers upon Earth, are that King- 
dom of Chriſt, of which Chriſt ſays, that it is not of this World, 
in the Words of this Text, whereas the Society of Believers 
whilft they remained upon Earth, never were in this Text 
or any other, call'd the Kingdom or Monarchy of Chriſt. 

His Lordſhip there ſore ſeems to me to be miſtaken, when 
he preſumes the Kingdom of Chriſt, fignifys in this Text, bat 
amber of Believers which is militant here upon Earth, for it is 
{poken of the Believers already in ibe Heavens, over and a- 
mongft whom he muft reign, 0 be hath put all Enemys under 
his feet, and the laſt Enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death. 1. Cor- 
15,25, For this Kingdom we are taught to pray, (thy King: 
dom rome) not as for a thing preſent, hut to come hereafter, 
and the Thief upon the Croſs begged for admiſſion into 16:5 
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n "Ours 
Kingdom, —— Lord remember me when thou comeſt into thy 

Kingdom, and the Joys of this Kingdom, are promis'd. to good 
Men in a future State fear not little flock it is your Fathers 
ill to give you a Kingdom ; Luke 12, 32. and in this Kingdom 
Chrift reigns in inviſible Glory, and all things are obedi- 
ent to his Command, whence we are taught to pray—— Thy 
Will be done upon Eurth as it it Heaven. Our Sav10r, might 
well call this his Kingdom, as purchas d with his Blqad, and 
ſay, with Truth, it was »0t of bis World, becauſe Fleſh aud blood 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, neither doth Corruption nheris 
Incorruption, 1 Cor. 15, 50. His Subjects are to be ſeparated” 
from the Body, before they can enter into this 5 ititual. 
Kingdom, and confequently render d incapable'of being; the 


Subjects of any earthly Kingdom, before they cag be; the. 
Subjects of this heavenly Monarchy, where God ſeal} be all jn 
all, 1 Cor. 15, 28. ie Fer T0190: 


And that our Savior ſpeaks of this Kingdom only,, ig Ha in 
from the occaſſon upon which he ſpoke the Words themſelves, 
and Pilate's Anſwer. As for the Occafion, Chriſt was brought 
before Plate by the Jews; as an Enemy to Ceſar. The ground 
of this accuſation was, That he had either own'd himſelf 
to be a King, ot ſuffer'd his Diſciples to give him at, ho- 
nourable appellation. ' Chrift detiys not his being A :Kz 
but ſays his Kingdom was not of this World, EK. TOUTOU 
TOU KOSMOU, . . his Subjects were not to conſiſt of 
mortal Men, but of immortal Spirits in another State, unit, 
ed to glorify'd Bodies. This Anſwer was fatisfaQory to 
Pilate, who did not care who rul'd the dead (whether Mzzos, 
Radamanithus or Feſus) provided Cæſar his Maſter had an 
entire Empire over the Living. But it was not-{atisaft o- 
ry to the Jews, who were hetter inſtructed in the doctrine 
of the Reſurrection, than their Pagan Goyernor, and would 
not allow any to Reign over the Dead, whom they reput- 
ed an Enemy to the Law of Ab n.. 

Neither do the Words themſelves imply, that be Body of 
Pelievers in this World,” ( call'd the Church militant) are 
wat Kingdom which Chrift at his Tryal challenged to him- 
ſelf For that Body of Men were nok of this World, which 
Chriſt challeng'd' as-his own Kingdom, but Believers are, of 
this World whilſt they remain in the Land of the Living, 
and are Subject to the Kings of this orld, in things, re. 
lating to the Body, as they are in 2 things relating im- 
mediately to the Soul, to Chri/? only, or thoſe who are au- 
fhoriz'd by him. And 2½ Body does not confi only of good 


B 2 Men, 


, 
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Men, but 7s 1ike a Net caſt into the Sea, which encloſeth Fiſhes good 
and bad, neither can Chriſt be their ſole Lamgiver, becauſe 
himſelf has commanded them to give unto Cæſar the things 
abat are Cæſars, and to give unto God, the things which are Gods, 
Mat. 22. 21. And therefore the Kingdom which Chriſt 
challenges in the Text, is not the Spiritual Government of 
Believers upon Earth, But that which ſucceeds his coming 


with great Majefty, and Glory, attended by all his holy. 


Angels in the higheft Heavens. A 
nd the Image of a Kingdom, under which the ner ſays 
Chriſt repreſents his Church upon Earth, is the Image in 
reality of that Church which is triumphant in the higheſt 
Heaven, as I ſhall ſhew from the other Images, under which 
the State of the, Church upon Earth is repreſented, in its 
due Place. | 
' Wherefore his Lordſhips firft inference, © As that the 
Church of Chrift is the Kingdom of Chrift, * and that it is 
imply'd, that be is himſelf the ſole Lawgiver o bis Subjects, 
and himſelf tbe ſole Fudge of their behaviour in Affairs of Con- 
ſcience eternal Salvation, is not logical, nor agreeable to 
ſound truth. Cbriſt as the Son of the living God, is the ſu- 
preme Lawgiver of the whole Uniyerſe, but not the ſole 
Lawgiver, for which his Lordſhip does ſo earneſtly contend. 
For. the very Words of the Text are a perfect Renuncia- 
tion of all his claim to ſecular Government, n Kingdom js 
201 of this World; and I ſhall prove from Scripture, that other 
Perſons are by his own Authority commiſſion'd to give Laws 
to his Church not oppoſite to his own, and therefore Chriſt 
alone is not properly ſaid to be the ſole, but the ſupreme 
Lawgiver and judge in it. 

If Chriſt's Kingdom was of this World, all Government 
both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil would ceaſe in it, as it will do 
at his ſecond Appearance to judgment; when he ſhall put 
down all Authority under his Feet; but his Renunciation 
of ſecular Government in this very Text, gives all the 
right to Princes, which they had before his Appearance, 
and his donation of Spiritual Powers to. his Minifters, 
gives them all the ſpiritual juriſdiction, which they can 
Juſtly claim in the Church of God. For Societies tonnded 
upon divine Revelation, as Chriſt's is, can have no other 
Priviledges, than what Revelation alone beftows upon them. 
If the Church upon Earth is under the form of a monarchi- 
cal Government, wherein Chriſt is the ſole Lawgzver, and the 
Jole Fudge of bis Subjeds Behaviour, in the Affairs of ne 
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and eternal Salvation, it muſt be ſo by ſome divine Revelaz 
tion, either contain'd in the Text, or expreſs'd in other 
laces of Scripture. But as no ſuch thing can be deduc'd 
From the Text, which ſpeaks of Chriftians in another State, 
ſo neither is it deducible from any of thoſe Images, under 
which the State of the Church upon Earth is repreſented 
by pe himſelf, in thoſe. Parables he ſpake to his Diſci- 
les of it. - 2 | 
J The more abſolute the Power of Chriſt is, (henceforth all 
Power is given to me in Heaven and in Earth, Mat. 28. 18) 
the more fully might any part of it be delegated to infe- 
rior Officers under him, as we ſee Vice-Roys of the moſt ab- 
ſolute Monarchs, do excerciſe the moft of the legiſlative 
Power, in the Province committed to their Charge, and 
the plenitude of Chriſt's Power is ſeen, not ſo much in 
being the ſole Lamgrver in bis Kingdom, as in being ſuch a 
Lawgiver, as could transfer whatever part of the legiſla- 
tive Power he pleaſed to Officers under him, as alſo that 
he could, if he had pleaſed, have left the external Govern- 
ment of his Church (the internal is only ſubjett to him- 
ſelf) under whatſoever Form had ſeemed beft to his own 
Wiſdom. 

This Power of Chriſt is acknowledg'd by all Chriſtians 
the Papiſts ſay he left the external Government of the 
faithful under @ -onarchical Form, to which the Biſhops 
Rome are the Succeſſors; if this be true, Chrift's Kingdoms 
upon Earth is at an end, for the Succeſſor in abſolute Go- 
— is allways Maſter of the Laws of his Prede- 
ceſſor. Li | | 

The Higb Churchmen ſay, that he left it under an Ariſto- 
cratical Form of Government, and that the College of Bi- 
ſhops as Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, are that Ariſtocracy, to which 
the external Government of the Church is bequeathed. 


If this is true, then the Bzſhops under Chrift are Legiſla- 


tors in matters relating to the external Government of the 
Church, and Judges of the ontward Behaviour of the re- 
ſpective Members, to puniſh the diſorderly with Cenſures, 
and receive the penitent after Confeſſion and Amend» 
ment; and then Chriſt is not the ſole, but the ſupreme Law- 
£7ver in his Church, and the ſupreme Judge at the laſt Day, 
as be alone who can actually confer eternal Rewards and 
Puniſhments, and to whom - all inferior Lawgivers, and 
Vicegerents, muſt give an account of the Laws they made 
in his Government, and their execution of them, whether 
any Appeals are made or no. The 


rang d 


The Presbyterzans ſay he left it under a kind of Policrati- 


cal Form, and that every Minifter of a Congregation has a 


Power of Qrdaining another Miniſter, and of governing the 


Church by ſingle Authority, or Synodical Powers, and then 


the Church of Chrift is like a Building, wherein the whole 
Front is cut out into Doors and Windows, ſo that any Man 


may enter iuto holy Orders, where the Doors are at rhe 
Command of ſo many Porters: Or it is like a mix'd Mon- 


archy, where the Synod or Parliament, give a very great 


Check to the Powers of their King, and ſometimes aſfume- 


all Power to themſelves. 


The independents ſay, that it was left by Chriſt to the Laĩty 


of every particular Congregation, who are impower'd by 
Chriſt, to chooſe their own Paſtors, and to Govern them af- 
ter they are choſen, and admit whom they think fit into 
Church Member-ſhip, and exclude others from it, tho' they 
are Baptiz d Chriftians. If this be true, the Clerg y, not- 
withſtanding the honourable Appellations given them in 
Scripture, | of Overſeers, Elders, Rulers, Ambaſſadors of God, 
Co-workers with him, &c. are the only Subjects, or rather 


Slaves of this Spiritual Kingdom, and the Layity all Kin 88 


and Princes in it. a 


The Non-jurors ſay, (but not all) That the Church is 
left by Chriſt ſo independent upon the State, that no Act of 


Parliament (notwithſtanding the mixture of Spiritual Au- 
thority in the Houſe of Lords, and the ſubſequent Submiſ- 
ſion of the two Houſes of Convocation) can have Authorzty 


to depoſe any Biſbop or Presbyter in it. And if this is true, 


then à great deal of what his Lordſhip has ſaid, or has been 


laid to his Charge as ſaid by him is true alſo, for it is his 
repeated Doctrine, That Earthly Powers have nothing to do in 
Cbriſts Kingdom. Jo 

All theſe allow Chriſt to be the Supreme Fountain of all Spi- 


ritual! Authority; And yet they make Laws, ordaim Officers, 


exclude Non-conformiſts from Communion, cenfure noto- 
r10us Offenders, &c. which ſhews that they make a great 


difference, between Chriſt's being the ſupreme, and the. ſole 


Lawgiver to his Church upon Earth. . 

Nor would any Man upon Earth, have ſuſpected that the 
Fiſbop by thoſe Words of Chriſt's being ſole Lamgiver, had 
the leaſt intention of making it Criminal in any Chriftian 
Kings or Biſhops, to enatt Laws in the Aﬀairs of Conſcience and 


Eternal Salvation, (ſince they are Words capable of ſo large 


an extention, that things in themſelves indifferent, may ac- 
| cident- 
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cidentally be reduced to them) unleſs he had repeated them 
ſo frequently in his Sermon, that no Man can think it was 
done by chance, and unleſs they had been agreeable to the 
grand Deſign of the Sermon, which was to free Chriſtians, 
of all Denominations, from Sacramental Teſts, or other diſ- 
couragements from ſecular or eccleſiaſtical Laus; by aſſert- 
ing that Chriſt was the ſole Law-gzver to by Church, and no 
one in the Affairs of Conſcience, or Religion of his People, could 
exert any Legiſlative Power therein, without invading the Rights . 
of Chriſt”s Kingdom. | 

For if this Argument had been levelled only againſt the 
Papiſts Claim of Infallibility in Popes or Councils, That had 
been only a ſingle Point of Conſcience, and but one Aﬀair (as 
he calls it) of Religion. Bat if Chriſt is the Sole Law-grver 
in the Affairs of Conſcience, and in thoſe Points which con- 
cern the Religion of his People, p. 10. then it follows, that (I ſpeak 
his own Words) any abſolute vicegerent Autbority, in Religious 
Matters, would be the Kingdom of Men, but not of Chriſt, and 
conſequently all human Legiſlation is baniſhed from the 
Church, in the Affairs of Conſcience, or Religion of Chriſt's People. 
And as things agreeable to Reaſon, and not contrary to 
Chriſt's Commands, have been claim'd by all Societies of 
Chriſtians, as the proper maker of humane Laws, and an 
abſolute Authority is due to Governors, over that large 
Kingdom of zndifference ; (a great, but barren Province, yet 
capable of Improvement by Art and Induſtry) here it is all 
taken away, becauſe the moſt indifferent Matters, become to 
weak Brethren, Matters of Religion, Salvation, and Con{ci- 
ence, and therefore no Man can pretend to be a Lau. giver 
in them, in a Kingdom which is not his own, or, (p. 14th ) 
add any new Santtzons, to Laws already Sanctioned by Chriſt 
himſelf, For ſele Legiſlation excludes all inferior and com- 
miſſioned Legiſlation, 

And whether the Biſhop deſign'd to overthrow all comm3/. 
ſioned or delegated Powers of Legiſlation, or no, we of the 
inferior Clergy do find, that our Proteſtant Diſſentors do un- 
derftand his Lordſhip in that Senſe, (neither can the Words 
Abſolute, and Indiſpenſible, printed in great Letters, in his 
Anſwer to Dr. Snape, be ſufficient to Cure them of that Fr- 
ror) and that this Miſtake (it it be one) hardens them in 
their Obſtinacy againſt all che Eccleſiaſtical Laws of the 
eſtabliſh'd Church, and encourages them to abhor our f:| 
Reformers, as Invaders of Chriſt's Kingdom, and Uſurpers 
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of his Royal Crown and Dignity 5 and as Men who rul'd 


in their own Kingdom, and not Chriſt's. 
And therefore, without diftrufting his Lordſhip's Since- 


' Tity, in protefting againſt any ſuch an Interpretation of his 


Words, I hope it wil! not be thought a Reflection upon that 
great Man, to ſay, for the better information of our owr 
People, and Proteſtant . Firſt, That Chriſt is not 
the ſole Lamgiver, and ſole Judge of his Subjects, fo as to ren- 
der it Criminal in the Magiſtrate to make Laws, or in his 
Subjects to obey them in all the Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal 
Salvation. For the moſt indifferent Actions of humane Life 
determined by no poſitive Law of God, nor any Reaſon 
ariſing from the Nature of the Thing, may become Affairs 
of Conſcience and eternal Salvation, when they are made the 
Laws of a Conſtitution on the one Hand, and on the other, 
ſcrupled as impious Impoſitions upon the Conſciences of 
Men, and dy theſe means, the Magiſtrate might looſe the 
whole Kingdom of Indifference; which God from the begin- 
ning has aſhgn'd unto him. 

It 4 Magiſtrate indeed ſhould make 4 Law, That evey Man 
ſhould be Sav'd or Damn'd, who ſhould not obey 27, it would 
ſeem obligatory to none but thoſe Fools; who can imagine 
that Eternal Salvation and Damnation, are at the diſpoſal 
of a mortal Man. Every Man would then perceive that 
the Civil Magiſtrate was out of the Bounds of his own Ring- 
dom, and making an Invaſion upon the Kingdom of Chriſt, to 
whom the Sole Power is given, of diſpoſing of our future 
State. But if the oy ghee Magiſtrate ſhould make à Law, 
that whoſoever ſhould not worſhip God after ſuch, or ſuch 
Manner, ſhould be deprived of all public offices of Truſt and 
Profit in the State, and all Eccleſiaſtical Dignities and Prefer- 
ments in the Church, and rendred uncapable of holding 
either for the future, until he ſhould become Conformable 
to the Publick Worſhip, as by Law eſtabliſhed, it is plain he 
would be ſtill within the Bounds of his own Province, be- 
cauſe Life and Death are in his Power, and conſequently 
all leſſer Sanctions, and he is accountable only to God, tor 
the abuſe of that Power, in encouraging the wicked, or de- 
ſtroying the Juſt, | 

In the like manner it would be ridiculous in the Ma- 
giſtrate to make a Law, that all Men ſhould have charitable, 
pious, and humble Thoughts, for all know the Government 
of the Mind belongs only to God who knows it, and who 
alone can propoſe ſuch Spiritual Sanctions to his Laws, as 


give 


[17 ] 
give 2 check to our Thoughts, when they run away from 
that Subjection, which they owe to their great Creator. In 
ſhort, to take from the Magiſtrate all Legiſlation, in Affairs 
of Conſcience and eternal Salvation, is the ſame thing as to take 
rom him all manner of Legiſlation whatſoever, in eyery 
thing which his Subjects eſteem to be ſo, 

For ſuppoſe a Subject of Chriſt, (that is, according to the 
Biſhop's Scheme, one who believes in him, whether he be bap- 
tized into that Faith, or no)ſhould be perſuaded in his Con- 


ſcience, That all Civil Magiſtracy is unlawful in a Chriſtian Coun- 


try, and that to pay any Submiſſion to it is a damnable Sin, 
becauſe Chriſt has told bis Diſciples, they have but one Maſter, 
that is Chriſt; The Magiſtrate, who is ſuppoſed to be a Sub- 
je# of Chriſt, can have no Authbority from Chriſt, to puniſh his 
Fellow-Subje#, becauſe he has an equal Right with the Magi- 
ſtrate to judge for himſelf in Matters upon which he judgeth 
his eternal Salvation depends; and in Chriſt's Kingdom, none 
muft make. Laws or put them in Execution, becauſe Chrift is 
the ſole King and Legiſlator in it. 

To ſay this is no Matter of Conſcience, nor Affair of eternal 
Salvation, is to ſay nothing; for it is ſo to them, who think 
it is ſo, (whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin) and the Magiſtrate 
not being infallible, and Chri/# never interpoſing to deter- 
mine the Queſtion, the Magiſtrate is an Invader of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, if he puniſh a Subject for it. Therefore the Ana- 
baptiſts in Germany, and Fifth Monarchy Men in England, were 
unjuſtly paniſhed for their Rebellion. | 

he Magiſtrate is the Guardian of the Properties of his 
People, according to the Laws of that Community over which 
he preſides. Here are Laws ſuppoſed to be made to allow 
a certain Proportion of Tythes, or other Dues, to the Main- 
tenance of a Publick Miniſtry. Amongſt us are a SefF of Ke- 
ligioniſts, who ſay it is a dammable Sin to pay any Tythes ; and 
by their ſuffering in that Cafe, ſhew it is their ſincere Opinion. 
If Chriſt bimſelf never interpoſeth to determine the Caſe, 
the Magiſtrate muſt not preſume to do it, for Chriſt has left 
behind him, 0 Vicegerents, or Interpreters upon whom by 
Sub je lls can abſolutely depend, nor no Judges over the Conſciences 
of bis People; and therefore, it their own Conſczences com- 
mand them to deny the Payment ot Legal! Dues to the Clerg y 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, the Magiſtracy exerciſing an Authority 
over Conſcience in Chriſt's Kingdom, is no better than an Cjure 
per in it. Sce Sen. p. II. It 
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It is the Right of the ſupreme Magiſtracy, let the Form of 
Government be what it will, to command his Subjects to 
fight for the Common Good, and Defenſe of their Country, 
againſt tboſe who would deſtroy it, But there are thoſe 
amongſt us, who think it an Affair of Conſcience, and Mai- 


ter of eternal Salvation, upon no Exigency what ever to draw 


the Sword, againft either Foreign, or Domeſtick Enemies. 
Which Opinion diffuſed thro* the Majority of a Kingdom, 
muſt lay it open to all Invaſions, and a ſudden Deſtcutiion, 
But as this is a matter of Conſcience and eternal Salvation, 
the Mazi/traze has (according to the Bzſhop's Doctrine) no 
Authority from God to force Men to fight againſt their Con- 
ſcience. And thus I have ſhewn that Affairs of Conſcience, and 
Matters of eternal Salvation, may be extended to the Subver- 
ſion of all Civil Government, the Deſtruction of Property, and 
the utter Deſolution of the 20/# flouriſhing Monarchies in the 
World. | 

It has been always allowed, that in Things not forbidden 
by the ſuperiour Authority of God, the Commands of the ſub- 
ordinate Powers ſhould take place. God not being only the 
Fountain from whence all leſſer Authorities draw their obliga- 
tory Powers, but the Guardian of them againft thoſe who op- 
poſe them. It is he who will puniſh Children for being diſ- 
obedient to Parents ; Subjects for being rebellious to their Princes; 
Servants for being unfaithful to their Maſters. In like man- 
ner in the Church, ſince the ſupreme Authority is, Chriſt, the 
lead, it is bis Power which muſt puniſh thoſe, who are diſ- 


- obedient to thoſe Officers of his, who exceed not the Bounds 


of their Commiſſion. But if no Chriſtian has Authority over 


" the Conſcience of another, in matters of eternal Salvation, then, 


lince there are no matters ſo ſmall, or trivial, but what ſeem 
to be ſuch to ſome of a ſcrupulous Conſcience, and may not 
break us into an infinite number of Diviſions, hitherto un- 
known to the World, the Polition indeed deftroys all eccleſi- 
aſtical Authority in the eſtabliſhed Church, but then it deſtroys 
it in ad other Churches as well as our own; and it is eaſy to be 
ſeen, that when the Biſhop bears hard upon the Pillars, like 
another Sampſon, the whole Body of the Catholick Church, bends 
under the weight, each Part being in as much Danger of 
falling as our own. 

He cant ſay that our Thirty nine Articles are contrary to 
Truth; But if he ſay, Chriſt has left no Authority to make any 
deciſive Determination at all, it affetts indeed the firſt Com- 


pelers of our Creeds, and Articles, but it affeRs all other Soci- 


eties 


Tl.... i. 
eties of Chriſtians as well as ourſelves, all having ſome Form 
of Confeſſion, or another, He has not ſhewn us wherein 


our Cannons, or Rubricks, are contrary to the Laws of Chriſt, 
but if he ſay, that Chriſt has left 20 Commiſſion for any, to 


make new Laws, or Canons in his Kingdom, it is a Condem- + 


nation of all ſubordinate Legiſlation, in Foreign Churches, as 
well as of that which is practiſed in our own Church, and when 


we do repent of our wickedneſs therein, all Chriſtendom muſt * 


repent, with . He cannot ſay that the Diſcipline in the 
eſtabliſhed Church is more rigid than that of a Proteſtant Diſ- 
fenters, they blame our Remiſineſs in it; and if we'do make 
uſe of Excommunication, it is no more than the Apoſtles, and 
Primitive Riſhops have done before us, and which other Cbri- 
ſtian Churches do as much uſe, if not abuſe, as ourſelves. If our 
Clergy have accepted of the Protection, or Encouragement 
from the Royal Supremacy, or Ads of Parliament, which have 
nothing to do to alter the Nature of Chriſt's Kingdoz7 upon 
Earth, the Papiſts did the ſame for ſeveral Kezgns together, 
and yet would be angry if he ſhould call theirs a Parliamen- 
tary Religion. If we had once ſome Laws penal to Diſſenters, 
we have had no more than once, they exerciſed. againſt 
ourſelves, and we have none now that are offenlive to ag, 
but only thoſe who earneſtly deſire to be offenſive to others. 
If our ſetled Liturgies are eſteemed 1poſttions upon the 
Conſciences of weaker Chriflizans, we ſhould be glad to ſeea 
Church, which does not permit greater Impaſtions, either by 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue, or ſuch extemporary Effuſions 
of unqualified Miniſters, as have not born. the Te/? of many 
Ages, but rather are ſuch haſty Produftiyns as deſerve to die 
in the Bzrth, and be buried in 0bl:vz0n at ſoon as it is poſh» 
ble, in meer Compaſſion to the Infirmities of Humane Na- 
ture. If Chriſt has left no Authority in his Church to determine 
the Colour of ſacred Veſtmments, of Geſture in the Prayers, and 
Sacraments, and outward Adt ions ſignificant of inward Dewve- 
ton, then our Church is to be blamed for determining ſuch 
weighty Matters, according to the common Rules of Decency 
and Order; But he can't ſay ſhe is more to be blamed then 
thoſe Societies of Chriſtians, which determine Jrreverence in 
Devotion, to be an Affair of Conſcience, and Dziſobedience to 
lawful Guides, in things lawfully, and truly determined, to bg 
a Means of eternal Salvation. 

But the Biſhop, for fear his Readers ſhould think it law- 
ful to obey any Laws made in the Church, tho* ſanctioned 
only with the gentleſt of Rewards and P'uniſhments, de- 
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Clares in the 13th and 14th Pages of his Sermon. It is the 
© ſame thing in Rewards and Puniſhments, Cc. if any Man 
© (ſays he) upon Earth hath a right to add to the Sanct ions 
© of his (that is Chriſt's Laws) to increaſe the Number, or 
© alter the Nature of the Rewards and Puniſhments of his 
© Subjetts, in matters of Conſcience or Salvation, they are 
© ſo far Kings in his ſtead, and reign in their own Kingdom.” 

Now will not any Popiſh or Proteſtant Diſſenter hence con- 
clude, that all penal Laws and Statutes, are Ads of Rebel- 
lion E the only Monarch, and ſole Legiſlator of the 
Church, For do they not alter the Nature, and increaſe the 
number of Rewards and Puniſhments, and all this be fays in 
the ſame Page, is taking Chriſis Kingdom out of bis Hands, and 
can they think tkat his Lordſhip, can't prove from ſome of 
his own Comments, that ſuch Lawgivers as take Cbriſt's King- 


dom out of his Hands, are not the Servants of God, but 


the Servants of the Devil. | 

But his Lordſhip proceeds in the 15th page to inform his 
© Reader—— that If the Church of Chriſt be the King- 
© dom of Chrift, it is eſſential to it, that Chrift himſelf be 
© the ſole Lawgiver, and ſole Judge * wherefore all the 
eſtabliſhing or penal Laws of Chriſtian Princes (in all things ro- 
Jating to the favour and diſpleaſure of God) which are not 
Offences againſt the ſupreme legiſlative Power of Chriſt, yet 
according to him, muſt be Offences againſt his ſole legiſlative 
Power —— For he ſays.(p.16.) No Man, any more than 
© an other, hath Authority, either to make new Laws tor 
< Chriſt's Subjects Cc. or to Judge, Cenſure, or Puniſh the 
© Seryants of another Maſter in matters relating purely to 
© Conſcience or Salvation—— (Anſ.) | 

Here the Biſhop does not only deny to Chriſtian Princes an 
abſolute proper legiſlative Authority, but any Authority more 
than that of a common Subject, to puniſo the Servants of ano- 
ther Maſter, and therefore the Words Abſolute or Proper, ſo 


_ earneſtly contended for, can do him no Service here, his on- 


ly refuge is, in that repeated Limitation, © viz. in matters 
© relating purely to Conſcience or Salvation, and I have 
ſhew'd theſe Words to be of ſo large a Signification, that 
they may he extended to all matters of State, of wordly In- 
tereft, of indifferent Actions, and in ſhort all that belongs 
to Church or State. 

And it further appears, that Diſenters, will think the Biſhop 
does deny not only all abſolute, but all manner of Authority in 


Religious matters to Chriftian Princes, he complains (p. 21+) 
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© That the Church by the Corruptions of this legiſlative 
© Authority, is become of the ſame ſort with other earthly 
© Kingdoms, in which the rewards are wordly Honours, 
© Poſts, Offices, Cc. and the Puniſhments, Priſons, Fines, Cc. 
© or ſomething of the ſame ſort, * and in the 23d p. Chrift 
(he ſays) gave no Rules for calling upon the ſecular Arm; tho? 
that might have been done without aſcribing to the Magi- 
ſtrate an abſolute legiſlative Power, ſo that there need no 
more contention about the intruſion of the Word Abſolute, 
for all manner of legiſlative Power is deny'd to the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate in matters of Conſcience, and rewarding and Puniſhing x 
Princes are made equally Criminal, in pretending to the 
leaft part of it. Well therefore may Diſſenters conclude 
themſelves to be the only Chriſtians, when they are taught 
by a Proteſtant Biſhop (p. 25.) That the Church of Chrift, 
© 1s the number of Perſons, who are ſincerely and wiliingly 
© ſubje& unto him, as Lawgiver and Judge in all matters of 
© eternal Salvation, and the more cloſe and immediate this 
regard is to him, the more evidently true it is, that they 
© are of his Kingdom, that is, the more diſobedient they 
are to the Kingdoms of the Earth, the nearer they are to the 
Kingdom of God. Whereas both Church Men and Diſſenters 
ought rather to be inſtructed, that none can he ſincerely the 
Subjects of Chriſt, who are not Subject to Magiſtrates in all 
things belonging to their Office, and to the Rulers of the 
Church in every thing not forbidden by Chriſt their Maſter. 
And Magiſtrates are ſo far from going out of their Kingdom, when 
they add new Sant:onsi to the Laws of Chriſt, by Threats or Pro- 
miſes, that it is impoſſible for them to do it, aslong as they keep 
within the bounds of temporal Sanctions, and it is ridiculous 
for them to pretend to higher. For tho” eternity of happi- 
neſs or Miſery, is the greateſt Sandtion of Chriſt's Laws, yet the 
leſſer SanRions of temporal Rewards and Punijhments, are at the 
diſpoſal of the Magiftrate, (let the form of Government be 
what it pleaſes) and are neceſſary for the preſervation of 
the publick Peace, becauſe tho' leſs, yet they are nearer, and 
ſo do often affect Men more tor the preſent, than thoſe 
which are ata diſtance tho? of greater weight and moment: 

A Magiſtrate therefore does not Sin as an Intruder upon 
the Office of Chriſt, when he draws his Sword againſt the or- 
thodox, and opens his Purſe to the Heretical Teacher, but as 
one who knows not how to make the right uſe of Power in 
his own Dominions, and is accountable to God for ſhedding 
innocent Blood, or encouraging the Wicked, but not we in- 
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L 22 J 
vading the Kingdom of his Son, which is ſo far ſeparated 
trom all earthly Kingdoms, that there can be (whilſt we are 
in the Fleſh) no paſſage from the one to tbe other. | 
Wherefore without quoting Ads of Parliament, (of which 
he complains in the 34th p. of his Anſwer to Dr. Snape) or 
conſidering how agreeable his preſent Doctrines are to his 
former Writings (which is an unmannerly objection of Dr. 
Snape s, becauſe it never can be anſwer'd) I ſhall proceed to 
the Legiſlation of eccleſiaſtical Canons and Conſtitutions. Since 
a Church is a Society inſtituted for the Salvation of the Souls of 
Men, by Chr:/t himſelf who is the Sole Legiſlator in it, ac- 
cording. to the Biſhops Doctrine, all Cannons of Faith and 
Practice, that ever were made or ſhall be made therein, are 
violations ot Chriſt's Authority, and ſo far from obliging 
the Conſcience to Obedience, tbat they Oblige it to Re- 
ſiſtance, even to Blood. This Repreſentation of the Bi- 
ſhop's meaning, aroſe from the 11th' p. of his Sermon, where 
the Biſhop fays, * Chrift has left behind him no humane Au- 
© thority, no Vicegerents, no Interpreters, no Judges over 
© the Conſciences or Religion of his People, which himſelf 
interprets in the 34th p. of the Anſwer, © that Chriſt dele- 
«gated no abſolute unlimited Authority to Men, to which 
© Chriſtians are abſolutely and unlimitedly to Submit. 
But the miſchief ſtill is, that theſe Words Abſolute and 
Unlimited, turn the whole Scope and tenour of the Sermon 
into abſolute Nonſenſe and Contradiction, to avoid the imputa- 
tion of abſolutely falſe Doctrines, and abſolute Contra- 
diction, to all the Canons and Conftitutions of the efta- 
* Church, and indeed of all Churches in the Chriſtian 
World. | 
The Deſign of the Sermon, (for I would have no Man think 
the Biſbop publiſhed a Sermon without a Deſign) was to prove 
to our Governors, what himſelf in the 324 p. of his Anſwer 
does own to be his Opinion, vi. that Religion confider'd in it 
ſelf, is an Argument why he ſhould be deprived of the common 
Rights of Society, And he ſays farther, (I preſume in Anſwer 
to his own Preſervative lately Printed) that the excluſion of 
Papiſts from the Throne, (he might have added, and from other 
common Rights of Society) was not upon the Account of their 
Religion, The Danger of Liberty and Property was to us 
© the ſole Cauſe of Excluſion, and p. 43d. he declares, it was 
acknowledged by ſome of the moſt zealous Churchmen, 
(p. 43d. Anſ. to Snape, ) that a Te& might be found out, 
© which might be a Truer Security to the eſtabliſh'd N 
than 
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© than the Sacramental Teſt, which he ſays in another Place 
£ ſhould not be made an Engine and Tool of State. The 
reaſon for all this is, becauſe C iſt zs the ſole King, Lamgiver, 
Fudge, and Interpreter to bis People, it abſent without a Deputy, 
now what 1s this to his Purpoſe (11. 12. pages.) if we 
ſhould thruſt the Word Abſolute into every Sentence. 

Suppoſe a Man 1s excluded from the Sacraments, becauſe 
he will not acknowledge the Authority of his Biſhop, to 
ordain a Prieft or a Deacon, is this Man to be excus'd from 
Cenſure becauſe Chriſt is dead, and has not left the abſolute 
Power of Salvation and Damnation to any Biſhop, nor the 
whole Coreg of Biſhops joyned together. If he bas left 
any Power of excluſion, it is an abſolute Power or none at 
all, or ſuppoſe a Canon made, that thoſe who taught the 
Equality of all Chriftians, in reſpect to divine Offices, (ſo 
that all Baptiz'd Chriftians ſhou'd have equal Powers to 
Preach, Ordain, diſpenſe the Sacrameuts, offer up the pub- 
lick Prayers of the Congregation, Cc.) © ſhould be render'd 
© uncapable of receiving the Revenues of a B:ſhoprick, would 
it follow ſuch Perſons ſhould not be reftrained, becauſe 
Chriſt has left (page 12.) uo abſolute Vicegerent Authority, for 
the making new Laws or luterpreting old ones. For tho' the 
Authority is not unlimited, it may be ſuſſicient to Conftitute 
ſome more than others his V:cegerents upon Earth, and to 
Authorize them to att in his Name; (which is Criminal ac. 
cording te the Biſbops Doctrine) and to inflit leſſer puniſh- 
ments, tho* the greater are reſerved to himſelf, For Power 
may be Abſolute in little things as well as in great, and is ſo 
when it can produce the deſired Effect. Tho' Chri/t Has left 
no Interpreters upon Earth, upon whom his Subjets are abſoluteiy 
to depend, yet they may lawfully be puniſh'd as Jntruders, who 
take upon them the abſolute Interpretation of Scripture, and + 
fraudulently transform it into an Equivalent toethe ſupreme 
legiſiative Power, and yet his Lordſhip would cven excite 
them amongſt other Diſſenters. 

So that I hope the Reader may ſee hy this time, that it is 
ſolute Nonſenſe to ſay, that no Chriſtian ought to be pu- 
niſhed with Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Penaltys, bzcauſe Chr:/# 
has left to none of his Vicegerents upon Earth, the ahſolute 
awer of ſaving or damning their Souls to all Eternity, 
hich belongs only him, as the ſupreme King, Legiſlator and 
julge of the Quick and the Dead. Bur if Chriſt is the % 
Legiſlator, then indeed all inferior Legiſlators wouid be the 
reateſt Criminals, for puniſhing another Man's Servants, 
or 
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L 24 ] 
or being buſy in a Kingdom which is not their own, and in 

Which Chriſt has forbid them to Act. 
- Wherefore to prevent miſtakes, rather than burthen his 
Tord ſpip, with ſuch abſurditys as theſe following Reaſons im- 
Ply, vi. the Papiſts claim an abſolute Power of Interpretation, 
the Higb Church men claim a ſubordination of Legiſlation, in 
things undetermined by a divine Law, the Presbyterians 
challenge an equalzty of Paſtors, the Independents an inferiority 
of the Paſtors to the People, the Quakers a Kingdom within them, 
the Fifth- Monarchy-men, a Kingdom without them, the Quietiſts, 
an extinſtion of external Worſhip, the Bangorians, an extint:on 
of internal Heat, and all, the extinſtion of the eſtabliſh'd Church, 
all which are matters of Conſcience, and relating to eternal Sal. 
vation—— and therefore all ought to have Liberty to act 
therein as they pleaſe, for the Church is a Menarchy, the 
Monarch is abſent, © and has left no viſible humane Au- 
© thority, no Vicegerents, who can be ſaid properly to ſup- 
© ply his Place, no Interpreters upon whom his Subjects can 
© abſolutely depend, no Judges over the Conſciences, and 
© Religion of his People; therefore every Man muſt judge 
for himſelf, and for as many of his Neighbours as will per- 

mit him to judge for them. a 
Now if this is the ſtate of Chrig's Church upon Earth, it muſt 
follow from its being a Kingdom upon Earth, and if it is a 
Kingdom upon Earth, then Chriſt did not give in a right infor- 
mation to Pzlate, when he told him his Kingdom was not of this 
World, and the Biſhop did not give his Hearers a very advan- 
tageous Charatter of this Worldly Kingdom, when he told 
them, that the Monarch zever interpoſed, left no Vicegerent, 
had no Interpreters, no Judges of his Laws, to act with abſolute 
Authority, that is indeed with any Authority at all; for Autho- 
7:ty that is not abſolute, is no more real Authorzty, than an Em- 
bryo is a gun Man. But Authority may be abſolute, which 
is not univerſal, as a Subject may have an abſolute Commiſ- 
fron of being Deputy or Vice-Roy to his Prince, and yet not 


thereby inveſted with a Power of repealing his Maſter's 


Laws, or oppoſing his Authority, or acting any thing in op- 
poſition to them. 

Let us therefore conſider the State of Chriſt's Church 
Militant upon Earth, under thoſe Images whereby it is re- 
Preſented to us in other Places of Scripture, before and at- 
ter the Aſcent ion of Chriſt into Heaven. 

Firft, It is reſembled to a Flock of Sheep, incloſed in a Sheep 
fold, John 10. 12. but ſuch Sheep as know their Maſter's wy 
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and ſuch a Shrepfold as no Man ought to enter But by the 
Door, on penalty of being treated as a Thief and Robber, 
and therefore we reject -tho/e who break into Lay Communion 
without Baptiſer, or into the exerciſe of Miniſterial Duties, 
without Zawful. Ordination, as. Rabbers climbing over the 
Wall, where the Door ftands open. But his Lordſhip ad- 
mits of all. provided they make it à Matter of Conſcience, or a 
neans of eternal Salyation, bY ext rs | 
Secondly, It. is reſembled to g Net caſt into the Sea, which 
zncloſs'd a great number of Fiſbes, good and bad, Mat. 13. 47. 
but ſuch FHiſbes as are to be ſeparated by Chrift himſelf at 
the Laſt Day, or to @ Held ſown with Wheat, but over run with 
Tares, 'which muſt grow together till the Harveſt, Mat. 13. 38. 
But the Bibo Kingdom, is like @ Net which encloſeth none 
but good Fiſbes, and a Eield of Wheat, with no Tares, conſiſting 
of ſuch Perſons only, as are Subjeds to him, as their Law- 
giver and Judge, and ſanctifyd by their Diſobedience to all 
other Lawgiyers and, Judges, becauſe Chriſt is the. ſole Law- 
giver to his Church, p. 25. But we ſay that all Baprzzed Chri- 
flians are the , Subjefts of Chriſt's Government in this World, 
but thoſe who live in Biſobedience ta Gbri/t's Officers, not ex- 
ceading their reſpettive Commiſſions, will never he his Sub- 
jectt in another, and we deſpiſe the Pride of thoſe who ap- 
Tropeiats the Name of his SubjeFs to themſelves, for ſtre- 
muouſly fighting agajaſt thoſe who are commiſſioned by him. 
Thirdly, Mat. 20, 1. The Kingdom of Heaven it lilened 
20 a Man who is an Houſholder, who went out early in the Morn- 
ing o bire Labbuęrs into bis Vineyard. © But ſuch an Houſ- 
holder, or Lord. of a Vineyard, as had a diſtinction of Servants, 
and a Steward (verſe 8.) over the reſt, ſo that tho' all re- 
ceived an equality of Rewards, yet all were not intruſted 
with the ſame degree of Authority, it being the work of 
the Steward to ſet every Man his Task, as well as to pay eve» 
ry Man his Wages, and this is inconſiſtent, with what ſome 
may think to be the Bzſhop's Notion of Chriſt's Church upon 
Earth, wherein all the Subjects are equal, and no one is Fudge 
or Lamstiver over others ; for tho' all the Servants were equally 
dependent upon the Tord of the Vineyard, yet here is firſt a 
diſtinction ot Labourers in the Vineyard, from thoſe who 
eat of the Fruits of jt, ie. of the Clergy and Layity. 2d. Here 


is in this Image ef Chriſt's Churgh, a diſtinction of different 


Powers in theſe Szrvants, tor one was a Steward over the reſt. 
For if the Lord kept Stewarg, it was certainly hi: Duty to 

. fet every Labourer his Task, which is the true Original of all 
Sparitual 
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or being buſy in a Kingdom which is not their own, and in 


Which Chriſt has forbid them to Act. 

| Wherefore to prevent miſtakes, rather than burthen his 
Tord ſpip, with ſuch abſurditys as theſe following Reaſons im- 
Ply, viz. the Papiſts claim an abſolute Power of Interpretation, 
the Higb Church men claim a ſubordination of Legiſlation, in 
things undetermined by a divine Law, the Presbyterians 
challenge an equality of Paſtors, the Independents an inferiority 
of the Paſtors to the People, the Quakers a Kingdom within them, 
the Fifth- Monarchy-men, a Kingdom without them, the Quietiſts, 
an extinction of external Worſhip, the Bangorians, an extinction 
of internal Heat, and all, the extinction of the eſtabliſh'd Church, 
all which are mazters of Conſcience, and relating to eternal Sal- 
vation—— and therefore all ought to have Liberty to act 
therein as they pleaſe, for the Church is a Menarchy, the 
Monarch is abſent, © and has left no viſible humane An- 
© thority, no Vicegerents, who can be ſaid properly to ſup- 
© ply his Place, no Interpreters upon whom his Subjects can 
© abſolutely depend, no Judges over the Conſciences, and 
© Religion of his People; * therefore every Man muſt judge 
for himſelf, and for as many of his Neighbours as will per- 
mit him to judge for them. . 

Now if this is the ſtate of Chris Church upon Earth, it muſt 
follow from its being a Kingdom upon Earth, and if it is a 
Kingdom upon Earth, then Chriſt did not give in a right infor- 
mation to Pilate, when he told him his Kingdom was not of this 
World, and the Biſhop did not give his Hearers a very advan- 
tageous Charatter of this Worldly Kingdom, when he told 
them, that the Monarch never interpoſed, left no Vicegerent, 
bad no Interpreters, no Judges of his Laws, 10 at with abſolute 
Authority, that is indeed with any Authorzty at all; for Autho- 
7:ty that is not abſolute, is no more real Authority, than an Em- 
bryo is a gfbwn Man. But Authority may be abſolute, which 
is not univerſal, as a Subject may have an abſolute Commiſ- 
fron of being Deputy or Vice-Roy to his Prince, and yet not 


thereby inveſted with a Power. of repealing his Maſter's 


Laws, or oppoling his Authority, or acting any thing in op- 
poſition to them. 

Let us therefore conſider the State of Chriſt's Church 
Militant upon Earth, under thoſe Images whereby it is re- 
preſented to us in other Places of Scripture, before and af- 
ter the Aſcention of Chriſt into Heaven. ; 

Firft, It is reſembled to a Flock of Sheep, incloſed in a Skeeps 
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and ſuch a Sheepfold as no Man ought to enter But By the 


Door, on penalty of being treated as a Thief and Robber, 
and therefore we reject -tho/e who. break into Lay communion 
without Baptiſem, ox into the exerciſe of Miniſterial Duties, 
wichout | Zawfudl. 0rdination, as Rabbers climbing ayer the 
Wall, where the Door ftands open. But his Lordſhip ad- 
mits of all. provided they make it a matter of Conſcience, or a 
eans of eternal Salyation, bp I | 

Secondly, It. is reſembled to g Net caſt into the Sea, which 
encloſs'd @ great number of Fiſbes, good and bad, Mat. 13. 47s 
but ſuch Hſbes as are to be ſeparated by Chriſt himſelf at 
the Laſt Day, or to 4 Field ſown with Wheat, but over run with 
Tares, which muſt grow together till the Harveſt, Mat. 13. 38. 
But the Biſbop's Kingdom, is like g Net which encloſeth none 
but good Fiſbes,, and a Field of Wheat, with no Tares, conſiſting 
of ſuch Perſons only, as are Subjects to him, as their Taw- 
given and Judge, and fanRify'd by their Diſobedience to all 
other Lawgiyers and, Judges, becauſe chriſt is the ſole Lam- 
Liver to his Church, p. 25. But we lay'that all Baptixed Chri- 
fliang are the , Subjets of Chriſt's Government in this World, 
but thoſe who live in Biſobedience to Gbri/t's Officers, not ex- 
ceading their reſpettive Commiſſions, will never be his Sub- 
jectt in another, and we deſpiſe the Pride of thoſe who ap- 
1 — the Name of his SubjeFs to themſelves, for ſtre- 
muouſly fighting agajaſt thoſe who are commiſſioned by him. 

\ Thirdly, Mat. 20. 1. The Kingdom of Heaven it likened 
20 a Man wha is an Houſholder, who went out early in the Morn- 
ing to bire Labpurgrs into bis Vineyard. © But ſuch an Hou 
holder, or Lord. of a Vineyard, as had a diſtinction of Servants, 
and a Steward (verſe 8.) over the reit, ſo that tho' all re- 
ceived an equality of Rewards, yet all were not intruſted 
with the ſame degree of Authority, it being the work of 
the Steward to ſet every Man his Task, as well as to pay eve» 
ry Man his Wages, and this is inconſiſtent, with what ſome 
may think to be the Biſbop's Notion of Chriſt's Church upon 
Earth, wherein all the Subjects are equal, and no one is Judge 
or Lang iver over others ; for tho' all the Servants were equally 
dependent apon the Tord of the Vineyard, yet here is firſt a 


diſtinction ot Labourers in the Vineyard, from thoſe who 


eat of the Fruits of jt, ie. of the Clergy and Layity. 2d. Here 


is in this Image of Chriſt's Church, à diſtinction of different 


Powers in theſe Servants, tor one was a Steward over the reſt. 
For if the Lord kept Stewarg, it was certainly bis Duty to 


. fet every Labourer his Task, which is the true Original of all 
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Spiritual Juriſdition, and to Correct thoſe who were Idle of 
Diſorderly, which is the Foundatzon of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 
and to give them Food in due Seaſon, which anſwers to the 
Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments. And there- 
fore we reject thoſe, who teach that all Chrift*s Subjects are 
equal in Spiritual Powers, or that one of his Servants is not to 
Corrett another, or that the Stewards have no Legiſlative Au- 
zhority from their Maſter, or that becauſe Chr: is the Supreme, 
therefore he is the ſole Legiſlator of his Church. 
We rather wou'd contemplate the State of Chriſt's Church 
upon Earth, under the Image of a well govern'd Family, 
to which it is liken'd by St. Paul (1 Tim. 3. 15.) that thoie 
znayſt behave thy ſelf well EN OIKO TOU THEOU i the 
family of God. But ſuch a Family, as tho? it has Chriſt for its 
Maffer, yet it has a ſubordination of Miniſters or Servants under 
him, (1 Cor. 4. 1. Let a Man ſo account of us, as the Minifiers 
of Chrif, and Stewards of the myſteries of God) and diverſity of 
Offices affign'd to the Servants of it, 1 Cor. 12. 28. God 
bath ſet ſome in the Church, firit Apoſt les, ſecondarily Prophets, 
2 hirdly Teachers, after that Miracles, then Gifts of bealing, &c. 
'And we therefore blame thoſe diſorderly Meetings of pre- 
tended Chriſtians, wherein all Claim an equality of Go» 
vernment, for what is more diſorderly than a Family, 
wherein every Servant pretends to be a Steward. 

Laſtly (Mat. 25. 14.) It is compared to a great Mar who 
rravel'd into a far diſtant Country, and (v. 15.) deliver'd to one 


called 
Churc 
preſe 
of the 
of th 
migh 
not 2 
Style 
tion c 


Servant five Talents, to another two, and to another one, and I 


who ſeverely puniſh'd the Servant who had one Talent, and 
made no improvement of it, before his Mager's return; and 
therefore we deſpiſe thoſe Societies of pretended Chriſtians 
who teach, (like the Author of the Rights) that the Talents 
of Authoritative Preaching, Praying, Bleſſing, Cenſuring, Ex- 
communcating, Abſolving, &c. are equally diftributed to all 
the Members of a Chriftian Church, nor can we ſay (as the 
Biſhop does) p. 12. that Chriff in his ſeeming Abſence, never 


znterpoſeth in the Affairs of Conſcience and eternal Salvation, be- 


cauſe he makes no viſible appearance, becauſe we believe he 


ſtill performs his promiſe, made to his Miniſters, (Mat. 28. 


3c.) of being preſent with them to the end of the World, v. 


to inſpect their Behaviour, to give Authority to their De- 


crees, for the Promotion of Piety, Juſtice, and Sobriety, to 


give an inwerd and ſpiritual Grace to all the Sacraments 


duely adminiſtred by them, and by his Providence to ſup- 
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port that Chureh, which himſelf has ſo built upon à Rock, bar 
the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail again# it, Mat. 16. 18. 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe bright Images of the State of 
Chrift's Government upon Earth, whilſt he was viſibly pre- 
ſent with his Diſciples, and call'd the Kingdom of Heaven, 
not of Chri#t, which the Biſhop might have obſerved, if it had 
pleaſed him, becauſe thoſe who were admitted as SubjeFsjto it, 
were to be Baptized, not in the Name of Chriſt alone, but of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gho$, were truly Candidates 
of Chriſt's Kingdom in Heaven. 

After the Aſcenſion of Chri# into Heaven, that Body of 
Believers, which before was called the Kingdom of God, was 
called the Church of Chrift, Acts 2.47. The Lord added to the 
Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. And this Church is re- 
preſented under ſach Figures, or Images drawn by the Hands 
of the moſt skilful Painters,as haveno features reſembling thoſe 
of the Bzſhop*'s ſuppoſed Monarchy. For tho' BASILEIA, 
might be rendered by MONAPCHIA (the Holy Penmen 
not allways ſpeaking in the accuracy of the Philoſophic 
Style) yet EKKLESIA approaches nearer, to the fignifica- 
tion of Polycratical or Democratical Governments, as 'tis known 
to all theſe who underſtand the Proprieties of the Greek 
Language. And the Word BASILEIA was us'd to de- 

ote, what it does in this very Text, the happy ftate of 
Believers in another World Ads 14. 22. the Apoftles 
inſtructed the Converts, that thro* much Tribulation they 
muſt enter into the Kingdom of God, i. e. the State of the Bleſ- 
ed, and Ads 28. 23. Paul expounded and teſtify'd the Kingdom 
ff God, that is, the ReſurreQion of the Dead, for which he 
was called into queſtion by the Jews, who (like ſome others) 
xpetted an earthly Kingdom, he tells the Romans, (14, 17.) 
bat the Kingdom of God zs not Meat or Drink, that is, the Joys 
df Heaven are not obtained by Eating or not Eating ſome 
ertain Meats at certain Seaſons, but by Righteouſneſs and 
Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and he ſays, 1 Cor. 6. 9, That 
the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, which muſt 
ignify the Joys of a future State, becauſe the Unrighteous 
may be Members or Subjects of his viſible Church upon 
Earth. This is that Kingdom, which (1 Cor. 15.50) Fleſh 
and Blood cannot inherit, and for which the Thief begg'd up- 
dn the Croſs, Lord remember me when thou comeſt into thy King- 
om. But the ftate of Believers on Earth, was after Chriſt's 


ſcention, properly and uſually called EKK LESTA becauſe 
ko* the unity of Faith and Practice, was ſufficiently ſecur'd 
| 8 | 


by 


* > RE 
by the nity of the Spirit of Chriſt, which equally deſcended 
upon all the Apoſtles, yet the diſcretional Government of; 
indifferent things, (in which the Apoftles themſelves ſome. 
times differ'd, as may be ſeen by the oppoſition made againſt 
St. Peter by St. Paul tho' the younger Apoſtle of the Two 
Gal. 2. 11.) was devolved upon Twelve Men, which is in- 
conſiſtent with perfect Monarchy, wherein one muſt goverrt 
alone, but agreeable to Oligarchical Aſſemblies, which was 
then the true State of the Church of Chriſt. For as the 
number of Believers increaſed, the Apoſtles not only or« 
dained Prieſts, Presbyters, or Deacons: themſelves, but gave 
#hem Authority, to ordain other Biſhops and Presbyrers. in 
every City, which reduc'd the external State of the Faith- 
Ful (the Internal and Future is Chrift's intirely) to a kind 
of an Ariſtocratical Form of Government, under which it 
ought to have continued to this Day, if the ſubtlety of Ro- 
man Biſhops, and the arrogancy of pretended Councils, had not 
alter'd its antient Form. For if it be true which St. Paul 
Tays, 1 Tim. 5, 17. Let the Flders that rule well be counted 
2vortby of double Honour, then it can't be true, which is ſaid by 
the Biſhop in the 17. p. that the Church is the number of Men, 
ſubject to Jeſus Chriſt alone, as their Lamgiver or Judge, in mai- 
zers relating to the favour of God, for no ſuch number of Men 
were ever ſince the Apoſtles Days; for whether by Elders, 
(as Mr. Mead well obſerves in his Diatribe on on this Text) 
we underſtand Civil Magiſtrates, or Eccleſiaſtic Presbyters, or 
Inferior Deacons, yet Rulers they were by their Name, which 
bears a kind of Senatorian Dignity in its very front; and how 
they ' ſhould deſerve double Honour, either of Reſpe& or 
Maintenance, for ruling well, If it was the Duty of their 
People, not to be 1ul'd at all by any but Chriſt himſelf, or 
how they could Rule well, without giving ſome diſcreti- 
onary Laws to their Inferiors, or making themſelves Judges 
of the Behavior of their People, or how they could Rule at all, 
without ſome leſſer Rewards and Puniſhments, diſpoſable at 
their Diſcretion, are things unknown to me, tho' they may 
be plain and conſpicuous to ſo great a Writer, for accord- 
ing to the doctrine of the Biſpop's Sermon, they deferv'd 
rather a double Puniſhment, than a double Reward, for pre- 
tending to govern in another Perſons Kingdom. 

But that I may do the Biſhop no wrong, I wil} enquire 
into what he means by humane viſible Authority; Vice-geren- 
cy, Interpretation, and Judgment, and how far Abſolute, la- 
diſpenſible, Properly, and the like mollifying Words, for 
which (he contends ſo earneſtly in his Anſwer to Dr. Snape, 
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p. 22.) will reconcile them to found 'Dotftrine, or ret᷑ti 
the miſtakes, into which both Cburch- men and Diffenters ma 
run by a miſunderſtanding of them. | la | 
Every Chriſtian is to be Rewarded or Puniſh'd, according 
to his Faith, Hab. 2. 4. (The Ju ſhall live by his Faith) and Prat 
iſe, (depart from me all ye workers of Iniquity) St. Luke, 13. 27. 
In matters of Fazth there is no viſible humane Authority infal- 
lible, becauſe none knoweth the thing of God, bat the Spirit of God, 
which is in God, and the Spirit ſpeaks ro us only in the Scrip- 
tures, and they therefore contain our whole Rule of Faith; 
upon this Foundation Chrz/t has built his Church, and fince 
the Rule is plain and perfect, there is no need of his vifiblè 
Appearance till the end of all things. | 
But in matters of Pra8;ſe, by Chrift undetermin'd, Chrift 
has left us under a wvifble humane Authority, both of Princes; 
and Eccleſiaſtical Rulers of his own Appointment, by a- re- 
gular fucceſfion from his Apoſtles, to which we are ſo in- 
diſpenſibly obliged, that in many Caſes we cannot diſobe 
them, without difobeying Chrift himſelf—— be who deſpiſei 
you, deſpiſeib me who ſent you, Luke, 10. 16. 

Now matters of Prafiſe, as well as Articles of Faith, being 
affairs of Conſcience, (p. 11.) and things (p. 17+) relating io the 
favour of God, if Men are taught to believe, that Chriſt has 
left =o humane Authority therein to controul them, they are 
taught not only to diſobey, but to dethrone all thoſe dele- 
gated Powers which act in the Kingdom of Chriſt, whereas our 
Saviour coming to fulfill the Laws of Nature, and of Moſes, 
and not to deſtroy them, has left us under the ſame legiſtative 
Power of the Civil Mag iſtrate, wherein he found us, and under 
the reſtrictions of thoſe humane Conſtitutions, which are not 
contrary to his reveal'd Will, but made by Ralers Com- 
miſſion'd by him. Neither will the Word Abſolute, free 
divers paſſages from theſe Impvtations, for there is but one 
Church which claims abſolate humane Authority, in matters | + 
Faith and Practiſe, but all Churches (Quakers not excepted) 
have ventur'd to make humane Conſtitutions, for the regula» 
tion of PYaſtiſe in Public Worſhip, and external Behaviour. 

It is declared, p. 14. that © all thoſe who erett Tribugals 
and exerciſe Judgment over the Conſciences of ſuch Men, 
are taking Chriſt's Kingdom out of kis hands, and placing 
it in their own. And it is no matter whether they de- 
clare themſelves Vicegerents, or Lawgivers, or ages 
under Chriſt, when they make any of their own Confti- 
tutions, or deciſions, to concern or affect the State of 
* Chriſt's Subjects, with regard to the favour of God. . 
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T anſwer, this over throws all Ecclefiaſtzcal Canons and Con- 
ſtitutiont whatſoever, and islike a Glaſs of Poyſon offer'd to 
Churchmen and Diſenters, the danger whereof is not to be 
prevented, by the Antidotes of Abſolute and Indiſpenſible, 
placed at too great a diſtance from it. For not to med- 
dle with that angry Conteſt, whether the Words Abſolute, 
Vicegerency, Indiſpenſible Obligation, and the like Terms of Li- 
mitation, were the Original Reſtrictions of the Author or 
no, all Obedience to appointed Times, Place, or Ceremonies, 
is a matter of Conſcience, and relates to the favour of God, and 
the ſalvation of the Souls of Men, (why elſe do Chriftians ſepa- 
rate Communion upon that account) and muſt be Criminal 
accordingly, if it is by Chrift torbidden. Tho? his Lordſhip 
declares he does neither own nor ſee theſe Conſequences, p. 4th 
of his anſwer to Dr. Snape, ) yet all Men muſt ſee them, who 
ha ve not thrown away all remainders of humane Reaſon, and 
his Tordſbip muſt own them, or deny his own inference from 
the doctrine of his Text (p. 44 Anſwer) viz. * That Men 
© ought not to ſuffer in their common rights, for the ſake 
of any meer difference of Opinion in Religion, conſi- 
© dered as ſuch, * For if Chriſt has left any Vicegerency in his 


Church at all, or any humane Authority, in matters of Faith or 
 Praftiſe, tho' it is not ſo abſolute as to command our Belzef, 


or our Obedzence in all things, without examination, or in 
things contrary to the command of Chriſt, yet if the Vicege- 
rency or Authority, is ſufficient to lay an obligation upon the 
Conſcience, by vertue of a delegated Power in things agreeable 
to the Will of Chriſt, it renders diſobedience ſo Criminal, 
that 1ho/s who reſiſt may receive Damnation, And there is not 
one Text in Scripture, nor one Word in the Bzſhop's Text, 
which forbids a Criminal (and all real Schiſmaticks, are real 
Criminals) to be puniſh'd by lawful Powers. But if Chriſt is 
the ſole Legiſlator, and has delegated, no part of the Legiſlature 
to his Miniſters, then I do agree with this great Man, that the 
Framers of Eccleſiaſtical Cannons, Conſtitutions, &c. are them- 
ſelves the Criminals, and the Reſiſters of them, the only true 
Subjects of Chriſt's Kingdom, and then it follows, that they 
ought not to ſuffer in their Civil Rights, for nothing is more 
Criminal, than to puniſh an innocent Perſon. 

But whether Chriſt has left an abſolute Vicecegerency or Au- 
#hority or no, as it is a matter of Faith and relating io Conſcience 
and Salvation, the Aſſerters of this abſolute Authority, and in- 
diſpenſible Obligation, ought as much to be exempted from Pe- 
nalties as any other, according to the Biſbops doftrine, and 

| not 
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not far from his plain Aﬀertions (p. 43. Anſ: 10 Srape) the 


Papiſts were not excluded Offices, on the account of mere Religion, 
but ſolely on the account of juch avowed Principles, as naturally 
and unavoidably deſtroy the State. And therefore he ſpeaks 

agreeably to this Doctrine of Chriſt's ſole Legiſlation, in the 
ſame page, viz. That a Teft founded upon their Popiſh 
« Principles, conſider'd as Political, might be found out, 
c which might be a truer Security to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
c than the preſent, and more agreeable to Humanity and 
© Chriſtianity, * and in p. 41. he declaims ſharply againft 
© making Religion a Civil Teft, as debaſing the moft ſacred 
c 2 in the Church, into à Political tool and engine of 
State. | | | 

Nou all this favour beſtowed upon the Papiſts, can neither 
proceed from any Love to their Religion, nor perhaps any 
avow'd Hatred to his own, but flows from this repeated 
Maxim, that Chrift is the ſole Legiſlator and Judge in his own 
Kingdom, ſo that the excommunicating Canons not rendring 
them Criminal (as being made by Perſons who were intruders 
into another's Throne) jwere neither humane nor Chriſtian 
Cannons, nor ought the Papiſts to be cenſured by them. 

This is a Conſequence which the Biſbop muft allow to be 
his own, and therefore ought not to be angry if he be 
charged with it. For I hope he will not ſay, thoſe Canons 
are unchriſtian becauſe the Papat Do@rines of Tranſubſtantiati- 
on and worſhip of Images are true, but becauſe they were 
made by the Rulers of our Church, without Tufficient Au- 
thority, from their Lord and Maſter. | 

It is not indeed the Office of a private Man, to deter- 
mine whether the continuation of the Sacramental Tzſt, is 
for the publick good of the Stare, or detrimental to it; 
that is a point to be diſcuſfed by the ſupreme Legi/latzve 
Powers of the Nation. But it is the duty of every lover of 
truth ro declare, that neither this Text, nor any other, 
does lay any Obligation of Conſcience upon the C- Magi- 
ſtracy to take the Teſt away, for fear of invading Chrz/?'s 
Kingdom, For whilſt he is only threatning or infliting tem- 
poral incapacities, he is within the bounds of his own tempo- 
ral Kingdom, and if our Sacrament is a true Sacrament, he is 
doing his Office, in making uſe of it, to preſerve it (elf, 
from the invaſions of Tranſubſtanitation, or the ſacrilegious 
profanations of unhallowed Hands, who for want of regular 
Orlination, give to the People common Bread, inſtead of the 
Communion of the Body and Blood of thei bleſſed Saviour. 
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For my part I cannot fee, wherein the Sacratmmanta] Teft 
as made an Eugine or Fool of State, by excluding thoſe from 
Employments, of Truſt and Honour, and Power, who muſt 
needs think it a matter of Conſcience, to deſtroy. the ſmall re- 
mainders of the Eftabliſhed Chuzch,: as foon as it is in their 
power, but I can ſee, that Chriſt has leit this to the diſcretion 
of che Mag iſtaate, and our firft Refor wers did not want Au. 
zboxity to form thoſe Canons, which give ſo much Offence to 
tliſſenting ' Brethren, nor our Parlia ments 'Aurbority, to make 
Acts for ſecuring of the Church, notuithſtanding that Cbriſt 
is the ſapre me Legiſlator. © | Rien 


© He ſays'in his Concluſion, that. there ran be 10 Church of 


England, but upon bis Principles, and to determine this Point, 
I will allow” his Tord ſbip, all that Refticution of his [own 
Words, which he demands. (page 19. Anſwer) And if he 
plea ſes, he ſhall thruſt the Word abjolute; into every Line 
which has given offence to the \Presbztery of the eſtabliſbed 


Church, I will alfo ſay with him, (p. 23.) that (in matiers af 


Faith) Chriſt bas not given the ſame Authority to the fallible Sure 
ceſſors 'of the Apoſtles, which be gave 10 the Apoſtles themſelves, 
and yet I can prove that this great Writer does not ftand 
upon the. ſame Foundation with the eſtabliſbed Church, and 
there is no danger of their falling together, if either of them 
Mould happen to ſtumb lc. 3 

This will appear if we conſider, what is Authorzty , what 
is Interpretation, what is Judgment, and what is Vzcegerency, 
the viſthility of all which upon Earth, is deny'd by the Biſbop, 
in the 11th p of his Sermon, and other Place. 

Authority in Matters of fimple belief, is an external motiv 
20 Aſſent, and as there can be no greater external miotrves 10 
Aſſext, than the Teſtimony of God himſelf, nor no greater evi- 
dence of that Teſtimony, than Prophecy and Miracles, the W rit- 
ings of . thoſe who had Prophecy and Miracles, to teſtify a dre 
wine Miſſion, muſt needs be the higheſt Authoriiy of any 
other. And whereas all lefler external motives to Aſſent, do 


but incline or perſwade ; the Scriptures diftated by ihe Spirit 


of God, which alone knoweth'the things of God, do command 
our Aſent, under the penalty of eternal Damnation, be that 
Selieverb not ſhall be Damm'd, St. Mark, 16. 16. and they are 


therefore the only rule of Faith, becauſe no Man can be 
obliged to believe any more than God reveals to him; i 
That in all Ages of the Church, the Scriptures were a perfedt 

ays impoſiible. chat there 


For 


cri 
Rule of Faith, becauſe it was always 
ſhould be any other. 
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Teft For as for the leſſer external motives 19 Aſent, which we 
from Mall Authorities, ſuch as are the writings of the moſt antient 
muſt {Wathers, the deciſions of general Councils, the Conſent of our own 
with that of foreign Proteſtant Churches, and the Judgment of 
odern Authors, render'd famous by theit Laborious and Pious 
Diſcourſes, they are helps to interpretation of Scripture, but 
ave not a ſufficient Legiſlative Power, to demand an Aſent 
ny 1 than as they are agreeable to Reaſbn, and the 
ord of God. | | 

The Authority of the moſt Ancient Writers, is founded upon 
: rational preſumption, that the Apoſtles taught the true 
h of Ex poſition of the Chriſtian Faith, That this was remembred 
doint, y cheir Converts in their reſpective Plantations, that whilft 
own bis was freſh in the Memory of great Numbers, it could 
if he Pot be miſtaken by the Writers of the firſt Ages, and that 
Li tis to be found in the moſt ancient Fathers, rather than in 
ns, Judgments, and Cuftoms of Latter Times. 

The Deciſions of ſuch Councils, as by the unanimous Conſent 
f ChriftianFare called General, have their Authority, (or ex- 


ernal motive to Belief) from a rational Preſumption, that: 
ſtand Ws the Providence of God is over all the Works of his 
„ and Wands, ſo it was in a peculiar manner watchful over thoſe 
them Wreat Aſſemblies, who came together not to make, but to 


 Wnterpret Scripture, in ſuch points as were corrupted by 
what Pagan Philoſophy, the Fountain of all antient Hereſies; that 
erency, there is an Evidence in Truth, which will always appear 
Biſbop, Mo the majority of Chriſt's Miniſters, tho“ ſome few may be 
o blinded with Paſhon as not to ſee it, that the Aſſent of 
motive Khriſtians thro* ſo many Ages to their Deciſions, does imply 
ves to n Brightneſs in them, not to be obſcured by the Singula— 
er evi- Fities or Novelties of our own Age. 


Writ- In the Moderrs, there is juſt ſo much Author zty, as there is 
a di» Nepision in the Reader, of the Ahility and Integrity of the 
of any Author, which is ſo very inconftant, that we may ſee ſome 
ut, do Men of great Authority one Month, and of little or none 


another. 
nmand i But all theſe being only external motives to Aſent, founded 
he that upon Probabilities, which ſometimes may deceive, and 
cy are ſequirocally called Authority (which implies always a Rieß: 
can be Ito puniſh in its proper Signiſication) are not to be relied on 
im; ſo Jith that Aſſurance of Aſſent, which we give to the ſayings 
of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, in matters of meer Belief, for 
hey may lead us into e N Errors. 1 
t 


t there 
For 


which [ 35 J n. 
le wafrreed do not expoſe the Unbeliever to eternal Damnation, 
ouncil; Put, if he is loft, it is the Authority of Chriſt, who made the 
eputz Articles therein contained neceſſary to Salvation, by which 
ell thee muſt be condemned, or abſolved at the lat Day. But 


e, an{{Wnce that Creed has been fo univerſally received for ſome 
Bleſſel Henturies, not only by the Romaniſts, but by Churehiimen 

ale theſ8nd Diſſenters, every prudent Chriſtian will take care nôt tg 
GranMisbelieve, or oppoſe the Articles therein contained, uhleß 
all the finds them contrary to thoſe Scriptures, which are the 
„„ wereſRule of our Faith and Mannees Oo 
eformel But the 228 plain deſign is to deter all Men from mak.” 
tho' ing any deciſive Interpretatious of Sori pt ure, becauſe Chi pneber 


Auth erpoſer to give us the true meaning of his own? Wotds,' 


in tha or ſo he ſays, p. 13. Chriſt himſelf never interpoſeth, 
of theill ſince the firſt promulgation of his Law, either to conveyꝝ 
diate Infallibility to ſuch as pretend to handle it over äg ait, 
the Ref of to aſſert the true Interpretation of it, amillſt the va» 
retals o rious and contradictory Opinions of Men about it, If he 


will bY did certainly thus intérpoſe, he himſelf would hesftill the 
Bange Legiſlator, but as he doth not, if ſuch an folate Au⸗ 
pre vaiſ thority be once lodg'd with Men (under the notiohof" 10 
Ser mon terpreters) they themſelves become the Legillators, and 
iy _ Ws and they Rule in their own Kin dom and ot 
iy ſingld in his. Re er 1 $3975 
4 cha By Chriſt's never Interpoſing, I will charitably believe the 
Rigbt 0 iſbop's meaning is, that he never perſonally appears to interpret 
ng fronſſÞs own Rules of Faith and Manners, (for'T'cannot. think the 
what art iſbop means that be never interpoſerth” by bis Providence, or 
ſent the ſerves Operations of bis Grace) or to give Infallibihiy to fuch 
» Goſpdſþ do it, and therefore abſolute Interpretation, is equivalent to 
Affairs Mſolute Leg iſſatiom and both are NEN of his Regal Offire. 
itirely ti But certainly Cbriſt did not give ſo obſcure a Law, that 


one but infallible Interpreters, can apply it to particular 
aſes, or 5 * its meaning to the People, This is the 
ery baſis of Popery, which will have none but an znfatffble 
pe, or an infallible Council, to explain a'Law (both of Faith 


ne tacit! 
ing An 
ht to 
amount 


ſe Decreeſſid Manners) which is in it ſelf more eaſy to be underſtood, 
to denÞun moſt of their own Interpretations; and our Church by 
Buoys i king care of having the Scriptures read daily, takes a more 
 ocks anFrudeat Courſe for the right underftanding of Scripture, 
f the Maſ'an both the Pope and his Councils have done, by their 


eg matical deciſions of controvers'd Points in direct qppo- 
tion to it. For tho" there are. contradiftary Polnts 2 
ongft Men, about the . meaning of ſome Places 4 
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the Scrzptures, yet there are Articles clearly enough ex. 
preſs'd in them, to make Men wiſe to Salvation, and it is an 
utter ſubverſion to the Authority of the Scriptures to ſay, 
that they want the Corporal Preſence of the Bleſſed Jeſus, to 

enable his Miniſters to govern their Flocks by them. 
For tho' as the Biſhop ſays (p. 11.) Chriſt has left no In. 
gerpreters upon whom his SubjeFs are abſolutely to depend, yet 
e has left them a Law ſo plain, that if bis Subjects will nei. 
cher take Pains to underftand it themſelves, nor liften to 
thoſe whom he has authoriz'd to explain it, their Errors 
are Criminal, and may lawtully be reſtrained by the Cen- 
ſures. of the Church, at leaft as to the outward Profeſſion of 
them, Por if the unlearned cannot abſolutely depend upon 
the Interpretations of Chrift's Miniſters, and therefore ought 
not to be ſubjected by them to any manner of Compulſion, 
ſo neither can they abſolutely depend upon their own, becauſe 
2bey are at leaſt as fallible as their Guides, and conſequently 
the Scripture is of no abſolute uſe, either to the Clergy or the 
Laity, hecauſe Chriſt (as the Biſbop ſays) is not Corporally Pre- 
ſent, 125 both of them are fallible Interpreters of the Chri- 
The Biſbop knows very well, that this pretended obſcurity 
or deficiency of Scripture is the baſis upon which the Papiſts 
eret the Infallibiliiy of their Church, as himſelf does the 
incontrolable LZzberty of eyery individual. Chriſtian, to be- 
lieve and act as he pleaſes in matters relating to eterpal 
Salvation, But our firſt Reformers erefted their building 
upon a ſtronger Foundation, They pręſum'd that the 
Scriptures. were intelligible, and that fallible Men, might 
draw. out from thence, the moſt certain Rules f Faith an 
Manners, and that the Creeds the Church receives, and. the 
Articles ſhe propoſes às Conditions uf Communion, are 
clearly, contain'd in Scripture, and thoſe who diſſent from 
them, deſerve Ecclefiaftixal Cenſures, which accordingly are 
to be inflicted by ſeveral of her Canons, (See the 1/7 12 Canons 
. of the Engliſh Church of 1603.) But if there could he no ce. 
tarn Interpretation of Scripture, none could be juſtly puniſh'd 
by the Church, for their unbelief, nor even by God himſelf at 
the laſt Day. For Scripture without certain Interpretation 
ſignifies nothing at all to the dis ection of the Faith or Manner, 
either of Prieſt or People, and tho* Men are not to be pu- 
niſhed for not relying abſolutely upon the Authority of Li. 
cenſell Interpreters, yet they may, and ought, to be cenſur'd 
far denying any Article of Faith, for that ig. à denial Po] on 
| i utho⸗ 
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Authority of Chriſt himſelf, expreſly contained in the  Zols 
Scriptures, when Autboriz'd Interpreters have declar'd it to 
them. For if all Men muſt Interpret Scripture for them- 
ſelves, which the Biſbop will not deny, ſurely the Governors 
have the ſame liberty of Interpreting for themſelves, as other 
private Men have, and becauſe they are Governors, they 
muſt Publiſh theſe Interpretations to others; and if they 
do declare their Interpretations in an Authorztative way, as 
Succeſſors of Men, commiſſion'd by Cbriſt to go and diſciple 
all Nations. Mat. 28. 16. they do not go out of the bounds 
of their own Government, Chriſt having committed to them 
the external Government of his Church, and promulgation of 
his Laws. But if they Interpret falſly, they Sin againſt 
God, by Male Adminiſtration of that Power, which was given 
for the Edification, and not for the deſtruction of the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Spiritual Body, viz. to lead Men into Truth, 
but not to drive them into Error. | gy a) 
Thus for Example-ſake, when the Roman Clergy excoms 
municate us for denying their doctrine of Tranſulſtamiation, 
and we them for bel:eving it, neither exceeds the bounds of 
that Spiritual Province, which Chr:/t has aſſign'd them as 
Interpreters of his Law; but if the Proteſtant Interpretation is 
true, of (this is my Body) the Papiſt juftly ſuffers as an Idolak 
trous Enemy to the Truth, if it is not true, chen the Prozes 
Hant is liable to the ſame Cenſure, for prophaning the very 
Body and Blood of bis Redeemer, but 1 
Hoadlys Doctrine, both are equally, Criminal, becauſe Chrz 
has convey'd Infallibiliiy to neither, nor. znterpaſed . himſeif to 
aſſert the true Interpretation, of what was once deliver'd hy 
him, which is as much as to ſay, that his firſt Revelation 
ſignifies nothing as a Rule ef Falib or Manners, unleſs he de- 
ſcends upon Earth to mae a ſecond, and therefore accords 
ing to him, all Authorztatzye Interpreiations of Seripture, are 
znvaſions of Cbriſt's Kingdom, he being the fole Legiſlator, and; 
ſole Interpreter of his own Laws, well therefore might a Con- 
vocation be ſtartled at a. Doctrine which makes all Synods, 
tince the Apaſtles times mere Uſurpations, all Sexiptures an 
uſcleſs Rule, all Interpretations doubtfull, if not hurcfull, to 
thoſe who make, or who receive them, and utterly overs, 
throws that Article of our Religion, That the Church hath: 


* 


Authority en matters of Tai ib. | Fes | 

Let us therefore conſider what Authority is, in matters of 
Practice; which is moſt properly call'd by the Name of the 
Tagiſtau ue Tower: And is nothing elſe but a Mg an Power 
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the Scrzptures, yet there are Artzcles clearly enough ex. 
preſs'd in them, to make Men wiſe to Salvation, and it is an 
utter ſubverſion to the Authority of the Scriptures to ſay, 
that they want the Corporal Preſence of the Bleſſed Feſus, to 
enable his Miniſters to govern their Flocks by them. 

For tho' as the Biſhop ſays (p. 11.) Chriſt bas left no In. 


gerpreters upon whom his Subjedts are abſolutely to depend, yet 


e has left them a Law ſo plain, that if his Subjects will nei. 
Ther take Pains to underſtand it themſelves, nor liften to 
thoſe whom he has authoriz'd to explain it, their Errors 
are Criminal, and may lawtully be reftrained by the Cen- 
ſures. of the Church, at leaft as to the outward Profeſſion of 
them, Por if the unlearned cannot abſolutely depend upon 
the Interpretations of Chriſt's Minifters, and therefore -ought 
not to be ſubjected by them to any manner of Compulſion, 
ſo neither can they abſolutely depend upon their own, becauſe 
2bey are at leaſt as fallible as their Guides, and conſequently 
the Scripture is of no abſolute uſe, either to the Clergy or the 
Laity, hecauſe Chriſt (as the Biſbop ſays) is not Corporally Pre- 
ſent, and both of them are fallible Interpreters of the Chri- 


by 


ſtian Law. 
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The B:ſho 


p knows very well, that this pretended obſcurity 
or deficiency of Scripture is the baſis upon which the Papiſts 
erett the Infallibiliiy of their Church, as himſelf does the 
incontrolable Liberty of  eyery individual. Chriſtian, to be- 
lieve and act as he pleaſes in matters relating to eternal 
Salvation, But our firſt Reformers eretied their building 
upon a ftronges Foundation, .They-. preſum'd that the 
Seriptures were intelligible, and that fallible Men, might 
draw. out from thence, the moſt certain Rules ef Faith an 
Manners, and that the Creeds the Church receives, and. the 
Articles ſhe propoſes as Conditions uf Communion, , are 
clearly. contain'd in Scripture, and thoſe who diſſent, from 
them, deſerve Ecclefiaftixal Cenſures, which accordingly arc 
to be inflited by ſeveral of her Canons, (See the 1/7 1 2 Canons 


of the Engliſh Church of 1603.) But if there could he no cer. 


zain Interpretation of Scripture, none could be juſtly puniſh'd 
by the Church, for their unbelief, nor even by God himſelf at 
the laſt Day, For Scripture without certain Interpretation 
ſignifies nothing at all to the dis ection at the Faith or Manners, 
either of Prieſt or People, and tho* Men are not to be pu- 
niſhed for not relying @bſolutely upon the Autbority of Li. 
cenſel Interpreters, yet they may, and ought. to be cenſur'd 
far denying any Article of Faith, for that ig a denial 40 
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Authority of Cbriſt himſelf, expreſly contained in the Hol 
Scriptures, when Authoriz'd Interpreters have declar'd it to 
them. For if all Men muft Interpret Scripture for them« 
ſelves, which the Bzſhop-will not deny, ſurely the Governors 
have the ſa me liberty of Interpreting for themſelves, as other 
private Men have, and becauſe they are Governors, they 
muſt Publiſh theſe Interpretations to others; and if bey 
do declare their Interpretations in an Autboritative way, as 
Succeſſors of Men, commiſſion'd by Chriſt to go and diſciple 
all Nations. Mat. 28. 16. they do not go out of the bounds 
of their own Government, Chriſt having committed to them 
the external Government of his Church, and promulgation of 
his Laws. But if they Interpret falſly, they Sin againft 
God, by Male Adminiſtration of that Power, which was given 
for the Edification, and not for the deſtruction of the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Spiritual Bedy, viz. to lead Men into Truth, 
but not to drive them into Error. | 3 ta) 
Thus for, Example-ſake, when the Roman Clergy excoms 
municatę us for denying their doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, 
and we them for believing it, neither exceeds the bounds of 
that Spiritual Province, which Chr:/t has aſſign'd them as 
Interpreters of his Law; but if the Proteſtant Interpretation is 
true, of (this is m] Body) the Papiſt juſtly ſuffers as an Idola. 
trous Enemy to the Truth, if it is not true, chen the Proe. 
Hant is liable to the ſame Cenſure, for prophaning the very 
Body and Blood of his Redeemer, but . 
Hoadlys Doctrine, both are equally, Criminal, becauſe! Chrz 
has convey'd Infallibilaty to neither, nor interpaſed himſeif to 
aſſert the true Interpretation, of what was once deliver'd hy 
him, which is as much as to ſay, that his firſt Revelation. 
ſignifies nothing as a Rule ef Talib or Manners, unleſs he de- 
ſcends upon Earth to make a ſecond, and therefore accords 
ing to him, all Authorztatzye Interpretation of Seripture, are 
zn vaſions of Cbriſt's Kingdom, he being the fole Legiſlator, and 
ſole Interpreter of his own Laus, well therefore might a Con- 
wocation be ſtartled at a Doctrine which makes all Synods,, 
tince the Apaſtles times mere Uſurpations, all Sexiptures an 
uſcleſs Rule, all Interpretations doubtfull, if not hurtfull, to 
thoſe who make, or who receive them, and utterly overs, 
throws that Artzcle of our Religion, That the Church hath: 


Authority in matters of Faiths, | 18 

Let us therefore conſider what Authority is, in matters of 
Practice; which is moſt properly call'd by the Name of the 
$2g;ſtatzve Tower: And is nothing elſe but à Rb an Power 
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10 preſeribe d Rulnof Afting, Speaking, or Thinking, to another, 
end 10 puniſh and reward Inferiors, according to their compliance 
with, or diſobadienre againſt the flame. He who can't Reward 
or Puniſh, either by an original or delegated Power, may 
write good Philoſophical Treaties of Vertue and Vice, but 
muſt not pretend to ale a Law, but only to explain or recome 
mend the Laws of God and Nature. But ſo far as he has Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in his Power, ſo far he is a Lamgiver 
tho' that Power is delegated from a Superiour to him, an 
tho' the Rewards and Puniſhments in his Power are but ſmall; 
To ſay therefore, that Chriſt bas left no humane viſible Auibo- 
rity in bis Churcb,, in ſuch points of practice as have any rela- 
zan 10 eternal Salvation, is the ſame thing as to ſay, that 
Chrift has left no power to any, to Cenſure, Deprive, 
Suſpend or Excomunicate ; for tho* no Man has abſolute Aus 
thariiy to command whatſoever he pleaſes, becauſe the great 
ſanſtions of eternal Rewards and Puniſhments, are ot à larger 
Lire than to be graſped' by a'mortal Hand: yet there are 
Rewards and Puniſbmerits, which being of a leſſer bulk, our 
Weſſed Saviour has committed to the Charge of our Spiritual 
Guides, that no Man who is a lover of Truth can ſay, that 
briſt bas left no viſble humane Authority in bis Church. For it 
does not follow, that becauſe à Biſhop cannot ati ally ſave 
us; that therefore he can't reſtore us to the Peace of the Church x 
er becauſe he eat throw' both Body and Soul ini Hell, 
That therefore he can't debar a ſcandalous Sinner or noto- 
xious Blaſphemer from the uſe of the Sacraments, or re- 
move an ill-living Clerg y-man from the exerciſe and honours 
of the Miniſterial Function. But zf Chriſt bas left no viſible 
humane Authority, then indeed all ought to refift every ordi- 
nance of Man for 1be Lord's ſake, and the inviſible Church of 
Ebrift would conſiſt of ſuch Perſons only, as ſhould thin 
themſelves Sanctified by their reſiſtance and oppoſition 
againſt all who pretend to Church Government; and no Man 


ought to be commanded to do any thing contrary to his In- 


glinations; for his obedience to humane Authority, would be 
a favuorable-Conjunfion, with the Uſurpers of Chrit's Do- 
minion: And the appointing of Times, and Forms, and (ir- 
cumſtances, of external Worſhip would be (tho* the Biſbop de- 
nies the Conſequence) as much an intruſion upon Chriſt's Au- 
tbority, as taking up Arms by a private Man, tho' againſt a 
common Enemy, would be a violation of the Prerogative of 


I muſt not tell ſo great a Man, that ſuch a notion of ſole 


losiſlation in Chriſt's Monarchy, deſtroys the validity of all 
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Canons of: Praftice, made from the firſt Publication of the 
Goſpel to this very Day, and renders the Legzſlators guilty of 
an impious Uſurpation, under the name of Church Diſciplines 
For we of the Eſtabliſhed Church,' muſt acknowledge that the 
twelve firft Canons of the Engliſh Church made in the firſt Year 
of James I. are Canons of Belief, excommunicating thoſe 


who deny the Royal Supremacy ; or that the Church of 


England is a true and an Apoftolick Church; or, that its 
Liturgy is pure and uncorrupted ; or, that the Nine and 
Thirty Articles are pious and Orthodox; or, its Rites and 


Ceremonies innocent; or, that its Government by Arche 
Biſhops, Biſhops, Oc. is agreeable to the Word of God; or, 


that the Biſhops, Priefts and Deacons, ordained by our Forms 


are lawfully ordained ; or, who make Schiſmatical Separations 


from them; or, who favour the Doftrines of thoſe who do; 
or, gather ſeparate meetings; or, pretend to govern by 
Canous not confirmed by Royal Aſſent; as alſo (Car. 139, 
140, 141.) thoſe who ſay that the Members. of the Convo- 
cation are not true Repreſentatives of the Engliſb Church; 
or, that the abſent Members of it are not obliged by its 
Decrees; or, who derogate from its Honour and Authority. 

But if the Miniſters of Chriſt ought to make no autborita- 
tive Deciſions in matters of Belief in Chriſt's Kingdom, theſe 
Canons ought to be repealed, whether they are conducive to 
the publick good of the Church, or no, or agreeable to 
Truth, or diſſonant from it. They have the Nature of 
Laws, becauſe diftated by Perſons claiming a ſuperior 
Power, and are ſandtioned with the Penalty of Excommuns- 
cation, which in elder Times was eſteemed the greateft Pu- 
.niſhment, and there needs no demonftrations of their In- 
expediency or Severity, their very Leg:/lative Form in Chriſt's 


| Kingdom, is enough in the Biſhop's Senſe, to diſcharge all 


their 0bliging Powers. 

The like may be ſaid of the Canons of Practice, of the AR 
of Uniformity, Injunctions from the Throne, Deciſions of the 
Ordinary, and whatever bears any reſemblance of Humane 
Legiſlation. Now I always thought, that Canons enjoining 
the Belief of any Truth, loſt nothing of that 051igzng Power, 
which is in Truth alone, by the addition of any Penalty what- 
ſoever. Nor did I ever think that good Rules, direttive to 
the true Worſhip of God, became deſtructive to true Piety, 
by their being enjoined by any of his Miniſters, who, by 
their Ordination, are obliged to advance it to the utmoſt of 
their Power; or, that the Delegation of a ſubordinate Power, 
did at all detract from the Authority of the ſupreme Monerch ; 
or, 


| 1 
or, That a Commiſſion to inflict leſſer Puni ſbments did not con- 
ſtitute as real a Legiſtative Power, as that of inflicting greater; 
or, That any could offend in making Laws in Chriſt's King - 
dom, when by Kingdom is in the higheft Heavens, unleſs he 
propoſed his Dictates, as the neceſſary Conditions of Salva. 
tion, upon preſumption of having the Keys of Paradiſe in his 
Boſome, (that vain pretence of the Roman Biſhop) or taught 
Conditions of Salvation, contrary to thoſe which were taught 
by his Lord and Mafter. I thonght it a part of Chriſtian 
Liberty to obey Laws eſſentially good, by their agreement to 
natural and revealed Religion, and that a neceſſity of reſiſt- 
ing them, becauſe made by Civil, or Ecclefiaſtical Author ity, 
would be a greater Toak of Bondage than that of the Ceremo- 
nial Law. For this would have obliged Men to have liv'd 
in a continual Reſiſtance of all humane Authority, and conſe - 
quently have engaged them in a perpetual Rebellion to the 
State, whenever it made any Laws in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, 
and in a perpetual ſeparation from all Government in the 
Church, which after the deceaſe of the Apoſtles, and diſcon- 
tinuance of the miraculous Powers of the Spirit, muſt needs 
fall into the Hands of Men, who could not pretend a Mita- 
culous Inſpiration, But St. Paul did not declare Chriſtians 
to be freed from all civil Obedience, for (Rom. 13. 1.) he ſays, 
Let every Soul be Subject to the higher Powers, and Subjection 
implies an active Obedience in all things lawful, as well as a 
paſſive Obedience in things forbidden by the Laws of Chriſt. And 
his fellow Apoſtle St. Peter, (1 Pet. 2. 13.) gives the like 
Injunction to all Chriftians, Submit your ſelves to every ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lord's ſake. (i. e. becauſe Chriſt has 
commanded it) whether it be to the King as ſupreme, or unto 
Governors, 4s to them who are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of 
evil doers, and the praiſe of them mho do well. 

From whence I infer, That if Kings by the Light of Na- 
ture (for the Roman Emperors were Pagans when St. Peter 
wrote his Epiſtle) were enabled to make Laws for the Pune 
i ſoment of evil doers (i. e. ſuch as acted contrary to the Light 
of Nature) and the praiſe of thoſe who do well: Then Chriſtian 
Kings where they have the Legiſlative Power, may be en- 
abled by the Light of the Goſpel, interpreted by their Spi- 
ritual Guides, to make Laws againſt Hereticks and Schiſ- 
maticks, or we muſt ſay the Light of Chriſt's Goſpel, for want 
of his Miraculous appearance every Day, 1s much dimmer 
and more defective than the Light of Nature. 4 

An 
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And 241y, T infer, That if the Roman Emperors could de- 
7 legate an Authority to Governors ſent by them, which 
* Chriſtians were obliged in Conſcience to obey, and whereby 
E thoſe Emperors govern'd Provinces, at a vaſt diſtance from 
ls the ſeat of Empire, tho* ſuch Deputies were not abſolute, but 
15 reftrain'd by the Laws of the Empire; Then Chriſt to whorti 
It all Power in Heaven and Earth i given, may delegate an Au- 
it thority to Biſhops or other Officers, to make Laws for the 
n external Government of his Church, which may oblige the 
0 Conſcience to Obedience; for tho* ſuch Power is not abſo- 
t- lute, or rather univerſal, as extended to all Things, (even 
”, the abrogation of his own Laws,) yet it is abſolute, if by abſoluts 
0- we mean perfect, as we ought to do, for a "delegated Authority 
'> that obliges the Conſcience, is a perfe# or Compleat Authority, 
* which is all that is neceſſary or eſſential to Legiſlation. Now 
* it is plain that the Apoſtle never defign'd to free the Gala- 
5, ions, or other Converts from obedience to a delegated Le- 
1C giſlation, or from obedience to all humane Authority in the 
N- Church of Chriſt. (which is impoſſible as long as the Church is 
ds ga Society of incorporated Chriftians) But from obedience to 
a. the Ceremonial Law of Moſes, abrogated by the ſame Au- 
ns thority, by which they were made, and render'd uſeleſs, -by 
'S, the Birth, Doctrine and Sufferings of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
on For the publication of this Liberty, the Apoſtles call'd an 
A Aſſembly at Ferujalem, Acts 15, and St. Paul declares to the 
id Gallatians, Chap. 5. 2. Behold 1 Paul ſay to you, that if you be 
ce Circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing. But if St. Paul had 
i- deſign'd to have freed them from obedience to Rulers, he ne- 
as ver would have ſent Rulers amongſt them, nor have order'd 
120 Titus 1. 5. to appoint, or ordain them in every City, nor would 
of he hayen ſpoken of Hereſies and Schiſms, as Works of the 
| Fleſh, Gal. 5. 20. if ſeperation from all humane Authority, 
a- had been a work of the Spirit. Chr:/t, as our only Lord, has 
ter given us one Rule ot Faith (one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm) 
Me contain'd in the Scriptures, which alone have an intrinſice 
he Authority, to command our Aſſent, and be alone can make 
* that Aſent, a condition of Eternal Salvation. Ali leſſer 
Ne Authorities in matters of Faith, have only ſuch cxtrinſicł 
pi Morives to Aſent, as are proper to each of them, which yet. 
iſ⸗ no good Chriſtian would neglect or deſpiſe; ſince it is C' 
nt providence, which has procer'd them for our Aſſiſtance. 
er But if this Rule of Faithin the Scripture is ſo obſcure, That 

10 Rulers of the Church muſt preſume to make any prfirive de- | 
nd viſion of it, for the good Government of their reſpeRive, 
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Elocks, neither can any private Perſon preſume to make any 
uſe of it, for the Government of his own underſtanding, for 
it muſt be as unintelligible to him, as it is to his Spiritual 
Guides, ſince neither are abſolute or infallible Interpreters, and 
Chriſt till his ſecond Appearance, ftands abſent at an equal 
diftance from both of them. And if in matters of Pratti/e, 
there is not light enough in the Scriptures to direct a Ruler 
of any Denomination, to make ſuch Laws or Canons, as they 
are certain are agreeable to the Laws of Chriſt, but, are 
c equally guilty whether their deciſions are agreeable to Chri/t*s 
© or no, * (for preſuming to intrude upon the Authority of 
the ſole Legiſlator of his Church) then neither can any pri- 
vate Man have light enough from Scripture, to be certain 
the Laws or Canons he diſobeys, are repugnant to the 
Word of God, which alone can juſtify his Diſobedience ; for 
it requires as much Knowledge to determine what is diſa- 
greeable, as what is agreeable to them. And if God has ap- 
pointed @ Day wherein he will Judge the World in Righteouſneſs, ¶ ſeem 
by that Man whom he hath ordained, Acts 17. 31. he muſt judge Conf u 
them according to Laws which are perſpicuous and intelli- tho“ 
gible, or the Sentence paſs'd upon the diſobedient, muft be Wl God 
an unjuſt and unmerciful Sentence, whereas Chrift ſays , Crit 
This is the Condemnation that Light is come into the World, and all v. 
Men have loved Darkneſs rather than Light, John 3. 19. 1. e. s ab 
(Error rather than Truth) which is a Cauſe juſt enough for H. 
their Condemnation. But if there is a want of Light in Ficege 
Chriſt's Law, by ChriſPs not interpoſing, to interpret bis own en 
Laws, or convey znfallibility to thoſe whoſe Office it is to In- that | 
terpret them to his People 3 no Man ought to ſuffer in this Is ſo 
Life, (which is a Conſcquence of his Doctrine, which the the / 
Biſhop owns almoſt in every Page of the Sermon, and in the Uniy 
Concluſion of his Anſwer to Dr. Snape) nor can he juftly be nter 
puniſh'd in another, For no Man can be obliged ta ſee 
without Light. | 
But this will further appear from the ſaid page 11. where- 
in he gives this reaſon for a univerſal Liberty, © becauſe 
Chriſt has left no Vice-gerent who can be ſaid properly to 
© ſupply his Place,” for then he argues in page 12. © the 
© Church would be the Kingdom of thoſe Vice-gerents, and 
© no: of Chrift if they were intrufted with an abſolute 
© Vice-gerent Authority, to make new Laws, or to interpret 
© old ones. | 
Anl. Vice-gerency is no more than a delegated Authority, pro- 
ccediug from, and . altogether depenJant on @ Superior, from 
whence 


Fency 
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whence it receives all its Legiſlative or executive Powers; 
which are always commenſurate to its original delegation, 
and are neceſſary in the abſence of a Prince, travaeling 
into a far Country, or poſſeſſed of ſuch large Dominions, 
as are too far diftant from the Seat of Empire, to be in- 
fluenc'd by it, without the aſſiſtance of ſubordinate Gover- 
nors, and are diſſolved by the death of the ſuperior Monarch. 
For which reaſon Chrift told Plate, that if his Kingdom was 
* of ths World, his Diſciples would have fought for him, John 18. 
36. becauſe by his death, his Government had then been in- 
tirely diſſolved, for Vzce-gerents, are not Vice-gerents of the 
dead but of the Living. But Chriſt's Kingdom not being of 
this World, but ſeated in the Higheft Heavens, where Chriſt 
the fitreth on the right Hand of God, Inveſted with all Heavenly 
tor and Earthly Powers, his Subjects upon Earth muſt neceſſarily 
iſa- fall under the Condition of thoſe, whoſe Prince is travel'd 
ap- [© into a far Country, and hath appointed ſuch a V7ce-gerency, as 
eſs, WF ſeemed beft to his own Wiſdom, to prevent that Anarchy and 
dee Wl Confuſion, which would otherwiſe inevitably follow. For 


>lis tho' the internal Government of the Heart, (that Kizgdom of 
+ be Cod within us, Luk. 17. 21.) can be managed by none but 
ys, WM chriſt bimſelf, yet the external Government of the Body and 
and all viſible Actions, muſt be ſubjett to a Vece gerency, or reputed 
7. . zs abdicated by him. | I 
for How therefore can the Biſhop ſay, that Chriſt has left no 
in icegerent properly ſo called, becauſe he has left no one Vice- 


gerent with an Authority ſuperior or equal to his own, For 


In- {ht would be an Uſurpation, rather than a Vicegorency, fuch 
this Nas ſome Bzſbops of Rome have challeng'd to themſelves, for 
the the ſame Reaſon upon which the Bzſhop grounds his Notion of 
the Univerſal Liberty, v. becauſe the Sriptures are unable to 
y be interpret themſelves. But ſo great Man could not but under- 


ſtand, that Plenitude of Power, is not eſſential to all Ve- ge- 
rency, but rather certainty of Commitiion, bounding the Vzce- 


ere- Rrrent-Authority, by the Will of the Donor, and parcelling it 
zuſe Pout into ſeveral Offices, according to his own good Pleaſure 
y to which is aſſerted by the Apoſtle, Eph. iv. 11. 12. when he 
the [M2 ys of Chriſt's Aſcention. That he gave ſome Apoſtles, and 
and ne Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts and ſome Peſtors and Teachers 
lute 12. For the perfefting of the Saints, for the work of Minifry, 
pret for the edifying of Body of the Chriſt, Whatever theſe Prophets 


or Evangeliſts were, no doubt but they were as diftintt in 
pro- Office as in Name, and yet all given by Chriſt to be his 
from ent in the Work of bis Miniſi y, and might every one have 
4 2 deen 
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been properly ſo call'd, tho* not one of them pretended to an 
abſolute unlimited Authority as the Biſhops of Rome do, over all 
the other, and when the Apoftles ſeperated Men to the Work 
of the Miniſtry, by Prayer and impoſition of Hands, either ſuch 
erſons were to Ad in their own Name, or in the Name of the 


Bleſſed Jeſus, if they afted in their own: Name, ſuch Ordina, | 


tion was a trifling nullity, for they might have done the ſame 


things without Ordination, and if they added in the Name of 


the Bleſſed Jeſus, (as the Apoſtles were commanded to Baptize 


all Nations in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Gboſt) then they were the Vz:ce-gerents of Chriſt in thoſe Ads, 


which they were commiſſion'd to do hy Virtue of that Or- 
dination, and if legal Succeſſion can be broken in any one 
point of the Line, it may as well he broken in all, (except. 


ing ſome few Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, to which all Potis 
Inſtitutions muſt give Place,) and if the Perſons ſo ordain'd, 


were not the Vzcegerents of Chriſt in publiſhing the Goſpel, 
no Man (for bow ſhould they preach unleſs they were ſent, and be 
zbat heareth you heareth me, Rom. 10. 15.) could be juſtly 
puniſh'd for Infidelity, for not liftning to thoſe who came 
in their own Name, and not in the Name of the Bleſſed Jeſu, 
And if it be Chriſt who gives the Spiritual Grace, to the 
outward Elements of Bread and Wine, how can they be eſteem- 
ed leſs than his Vzce-gerents, who rightly and duly admini: 
ſer that Holy Sacrament to his People. 

If the Power of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, were 
given only to the Apoſtles, excluſively of Succeſſors ordain'd 
by them, the Church, which Chri/t promiſed to build upon, 4 
Rock, would have been (like the intancy of Rome) Res unim 
Etatis, and the Vicegerency been turn'd into Anarchy, or rather 
into a univerſal Licentiouſneſs of Belief and Manners, I 
I ſhould not have wonder'd at a Papiſt, affirming that an un. 
limited Vice-gerency was neceſſary, (by Reaſon of Chr:#'s ſeem- 
ing abſence) with power to make and aboliſh Laws, and Rule: 
of Faith at Pleaſure, for the general Peace and unity of Man- 
kind; becauſe they are not aſhamed to deny the Scriptures, 
to be a perſpicuous and plenary Rule of Faith and Manners 
But it is ſurprizing to ſee a Troteſtant Biſhop, building up à 
Univerſal Impunity, or, (if you pleaſe) Lzberty, upon the ſame 
foundation, on which the Papi/ts ere& a Monarchy, to enſlave 
the underftandings of all Mankind. For if the Clergy of our 
own Church, are not properly call'd God's V:ice-gerents, be- 
cauſe they are neither infallible in underftanding nor ſupreme 
in Power, and the Scriptures are varioully interpreted, then 

| we 
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we muſt either go to Rome to find a proper Vzce-gerent, or 
patch up a Legiſlature, and an infallibiliiy out of a Combina- 
tion of private Spirits, as the Romans do in the Council of 
Trent, or give it to every individual Chriſtian, or remain with- 
out Light, without Law, and without Government, till 
Chriſt's ſecond Appearance to Judgment, when we ſhall have 
no farther need of any of them, *. | | 

If by Law, the Bzſhop will ſay he only means, the preſcrip- 
tion of new conditions of Salvation, and arbitrary Interpretations 
of old Srriptures, which Chriſt has given to no Vice-gerents, we 
anſwer, his V:ce-gerents upon Earth, (one Pretender excepted) 
neither claim any ſuch Power, nor is it neceſfary for them 
to have it. The framing Canons to determine rhe particu» 
lar Times, Forms, and Manner of publick Worſhip, is but art 
old Law of Chriſt's Apoftles (Obey thoſe who are ſet over you in 
the Lord, Heb. 11.) particulariz'd into different Acts of one 
and the ſame Authority, Obedience unto which in all things 
lawful is made a condition of eternal Salvation, by Chris 
himſelf, and not by his Vzce-gerents. For the fame lights of 
Reaſon and Scripture, which are ſufficient to direct a private 
Man in the Meaſures of his Obedience to Government, is 
able to direct the Governor in making ſuch Lass as are con- 
ſiſtent with that Duty he owes to a ſuperior Power. For it 
is at the Peril of the Vicegerent if he exceeds the bounds of 
his Commiſſion, and it is at the Peril of the Private Man, if. 
he denies Obedience when he lawfully may pay it. For though 
Chriſt has not given the Power of Saving and Dammimꝑ, into the 
Hands of any V7ce-gerent whatſoever, yet the Power of re- 
moving ſcandalous Perſons from the Communion, and He- 
reticks, and Schiſmaticks from the Miniſtry, implies a' dele- 
gated Authority, which never was denied by any, but the 
Author of the Rights, and one of our Modern Biſhops, who is 
Pleaſed farther to ſay, (leaft we ſhould miftake his meaning) 
that Chriſt has left no Judge over the Conſciences or Religion of 
his People, &c. 

To judge, in the Philoſophic Stile, # to join or disjoin Ideas, 
that is, to affirm or deny. In the Language of the Lawyers, it 
is the pronunciation of a Sentence, agreeable to ſome preceeding 
Law. For Legiſlation and Judgment, are diſtinct Ideas, which 
ſome too ca releſly confound together. In the language of the 
Schools, it 7s 10 deter mine the truth or falſhood of any doubtful 
propoſitzon, ſo as to lay an Obligation upon all the faithful, to be- 
lie ve the deciſion to be true, as coming from bis own Authority, 


In 
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In the firſt ſenſe, every Man is a Fudge, and muſt be a Julpe) 
whether he will or no; our underftandings being Paſſive, 
and rather ſuſce ptive of Evidence than Produftive of it, In 
the ſecond Senſe, no Man can be @ Judge, who is not com- 
miſſion d by a ſuperior Power, who will give ſtrength to the 
Tam, ànd ſuſtice to the Sentence pronounced according to it. 
And in the Third Senſe, no Man can be judge at all, for as 
much as our Faith is not founded upon the Teſtimony of Man, 
but of the living God. In the firſt inſtance, if a Man judges 
falſly, he injures himſelf, in the ſecond, Thoſe who come be. 
fore his Tribunal, in the third, Al thoſe who are ſo fool- 
mh as to depend upon him, Private Judgment is by Nature 
exempted from all external Compulſion by Rewards and 
Puniſhments, but it is ſubiected by God and Nature to all the 
intrinſic Evidence, which is in the Nature of things them- 
felves, ſo that a Man cannot be forced to believe that to be 
true, which he knows to be falſe, but he may fall under a 
neceſſity of giving an Aſſent to ſelf evident Propoſitions, and 
Truths plainly revealed, and of ſuffering for bearing witneſs 
to the Truth, or he may be juſtly puniſk'd for profeſſing 
dangerous Errors, becauſe the private Judgment of the Ma- 
giſtrate, has as much liberty to Judge what is conducive to 
the publict. Good, as the other has to determine what is for 
private Advantage. And therefore Chrift's Sole Legiſlation 
in his Kingdom, cannot exempt his Subjects on Earth, from 
Civil or Eccleſtaſtical Authority, becauſe both Civil and Eccle- 
ſraſtical Governors, are under the ſame coaftion of Evidence, 
to determine what is conſiſtent with the Publick ſafety of 
the ftate, and the honour of Religion, with which both are 
intruſted, as a private Man is of judging, what is conducive to 
his own Salvation. If Chr:# did commit to Governors com- 
miſſion'd by him, the Power of excommunicating Hereticks 
and ſcandalous Chriſtians, they are under the ſame coaction 
of Private Judgment to make Laws which ſhall puniſh none 
but thoſe who are guilty of theſe Crimes, with ſuch Sanctions 
as are in their Power, as thoſe private Men can be to reſiſt 
them, who are perſwaded in their Conſciences that Chri# 
never gave any ſuch Powers to his Church. From whence 
it does not follow, that the Judgment of the Private Man 
ſhould he free from all reſtraint of Law, (a Conſequence of 
the Biſhoy's Dofrine own'd by himſelf 44 p. of his Anſwer to 
Dr. Snape.) For then the Conſcience or private Judgment of 
the Lawgiver would be neceſſitated to Sin, either in giv- 
ing 4 Law to thoſe to whom he ought not to give it, 
; oT 
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or in not giving a Law, when Chriſt, by his Apoſtles, has given 
Powers into his Hands, to preſerve the dignity of the Chri- 
ftian Religion, by wholſome Laws and Conſtitutions. Christ 
therefore is not the ſole Lamgzver, tho” he alone can ſave 
or damn, if he has committed Sanctions of a lefler Nature to 
his Miniſters, with a Command to uſe them to his Honour 
and Glory: Or if they are inveſted with any Power ſo to 
determine the indifferent Actions of humane Life, into ne- 
ceſſary, for direct ing the Devotions of private Perſons. 

Jug ment in the 2d Senſe, belongs only to them, who are 
commiſſioned ro paſs Sentence according to a preceeding Law. 
Where there is no Law, ora Law that is not intelligible, there 
ca be no Judge; but where there is a Law, there muſt be 
4 Judge, tor no Law can be an executioner to its ſelf. If 
Chriſt therefore has left no Judges over the Conſciences, or Reli- 
gion of his People, it muſt be Ci iminal in any Perſon to puniſh 
pretended Chriſtians for any Blaſphemy or Immorality, 
which they utter or act, as @ d:fate of their Conſcience, or 
an Article of their Religion; fo that they muſt be remitted 
from all dzſcipline of the Church to the Judgment of the Laſt 
Day. This indeed wonld feem to be more reaſonable, if 
the publication of Blaſphemy and Hereſy, were only hurt- 
ful to the Profeſſors of them, and not to the Church 11 jelf, 
which never could be preſerv'd in any tolerable ftate of Re- 
putation, if Chriſt had left in it no Power of Amputation. 
How loathſome would the Chriſtian Religion have been to 
all good Men, if the Gnoſtics, who made carnal impuri- 
ties a part of their devotion, had been admit- 
to the ſame Table with thoſe who were taught; *** 
that Whoremongers and adulterers God will Judge. lrenont. 
Heb. 13. 4. How could the Chriſtian Faith have ſtood one 
hundredth parc ofa Century, if Men had been permitted 
to come reeking hot from the Szcrifice of Devils to the 
Worſhip of the living Cod, becauſe to them it was a matter of 
Faith and of eternal Salvation p. 11. becauſe ſome were ſo 
| brutiſh to think it Lawful, notwithRanding the Apoſtle told 
iſt them, they could not drink of the Cup of the Lord, and the Cup of 

Devils, i Cor. 10. 20. The fear,of a future Judgment alone, could 
never have prevented thoſe Scandals which would have extine 
guiſh'd Chriſtzanity in its very Cradle, if the primitive Biſhops 
had not thought themſelves commilbon'd by Chri/?, to be Fudg- 
of es of ſuch immorality, and enabled to deliver them to Satan, who 
ated them under a pretence of Re1;5;an, and a more than 
it, ordinary knowledge of the Living God. It was ths diſci- 

pline of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, before Authoritative Bleſſings 


and 
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end Curſes were turn'd into matters oi Ridicule, by thoſe into 
whoſe Hands they were committed. by Chriſt and his Apoſt les, 
which preſery'd the Cui and Peace of the Church, and di- 
vided it into thole Juriſdictions, one of which is fallen to his 
Lordſhips ſhare. | 

But this Unzty and Peace is fo far from pleaſing the Biſhop, 
that he calls it (p 29. the Sleep and Lethargy of the Church, 
whereas it is rather a dream of his Lordſhips, to fancy there 
can be any laſting Peace or Unity without Diſcipline. For 
if obedience to all Eccleftafical Laws or Canons of Faith, was, 
(as he ſays) © a Submiſſion of our honeſty and underſtand- 
© ing in Caſes wherein we have a Right to (ee, and we think 
© the Will of God is otherwiſe, * then the honefy of our 
© Actions would altogether depend upon our apprehenſions 
of it; whereas Honeſiy is ſo very ſtrongly ſeated in the very 
aptitude and mutual Relation of the things themſelves, that 
neither God nor Man, will ever put them aſunder. 

But it by Honeſty the Biſhop means that ſingle Vertue of 
Sincerity, whereby we are taught a perfect agreement be- 
tween the inward Sentiments of the Mind, and the external 
Words and Actions of our dayly Converſation ; the Profeſ- 
ſion of what we do not believe, or the Acting of what our 


Conſcience condemns, would be a plain forfeiture of all pre- 


tences to Common Honeſty, not to be excuſed by the fear of 
any Humane Penalty whatſoever. But this is not ſo much 
the ſubmitfon of our Urderſtandings, as the immoral conſent 
of the Vill, to act againſt the Diftates of our own Conſci- 
ences. For it is very reaſonable in Matters of Faith, we ſhonld 
ſubmit our finite Underſtandings, to the Dictates of an znfinite 
Being, which is no more than to believe, that the Son of 
God, who came down from Heaven, could better inform 
us of whatever concerns the Kingdom of Heaven, than we can 
inform our ſelves, who never were there. And tho? we owe A 
total Submiſſion of our Underſtanding to none but God, yet there 
is a kind of Submiſſion of Underſtanding to humane Authority, 
which is reaſonable in all doubtful Matters, which we are 
not able our ſelves to determine. It becomes us to have, 
in all our ſearches afrer Truth, a due regard to the con- 
current Teſtimony of our Sp:ritual Guides, the judgment 
and Practice of the Antient Church, the Canons and Ars 
ticles of our own, the Deciſions of General and Frovincial 
Councils, nay the opinion of any ſingle Perſon of Eminency in 
the Churcl, of whoſe Ability and Integrity we are fully 
perſuaded, 


For 


to 
les, 
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For tho' all theſe will not amount to Certalniy, yet where 
Demonſtration cannot be had, rational Probability muſt ſupply 


di. its place, and all Men not being qualified to ſearch for 
his Truth in its proper Originals, muſt acquieſce in the right 

ale of thoſe proper Mediums which providence has afforded 
hop, to them. In Matters of Pradice, our Ignorance will not be 
cb, a ſufficient Excuſe tor Diſobedience to humane Laws, which 
Joey have in them any Degrees of intrinſick Goodneſs, for ſuppo- 
For ſing the Author;ty adds or detracts nothing from the real 
vas, good neſs of the Law, it is every Mans Duty to know oral 


W Good from moral Evil, and the neglect of one Duty cannot 
ink excuſe the breach of another. . h 1 
pages | Local Juriſdiction is not founded upon any dire& Command 
"pom of Chriſt, who gave general Powers to his Miniſters, which by 
rery Apoſtolical Prattiſe, decrees of Synods, Favour of Princes, Conſent 
that of the People, and unavoidable Neceſſnies, fell under thoſe local 
Reſtritions, into which they are divided at this preſent Time. 

_ Auihoritative Excommunication, was not a humane Invention, 
2 5 but an Inſtitution of Chriſty a common Right of all Societies, 
* nor confin'd to the Apoſtics, but by them tranſmitted to fallibie 
ie. Rulers, (for Titus was authoriz'd by St. Paul to Rebuke with all 
wp Authority Titus 13, where Rebuking muſt ſignify the uſe of 
pre. Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, or the chiding of a private Man, which 
2 laſt is ridiculous. It was allways us'd in the primitive Church, 
3 as neceſſary to prevent public Offences, and ſave the Souls of 
\ent private Offenders, by ſhameing them into Repentance, and if 


at has been abus'd by the mutual excommunications of Chri- 


n ſci- N. LOT 

wre. ſtians of different denominations (as Papiſts thunder out ex- 
tale communicating Canons againſt the Proteſtants, and Prote- 
2 ſtants againſt Papiſts) it does not follow that there is no force 
form, in it, becauſe in ſuch a Caſe it affects only that Coptomwuniry, 
> can which is guilty of impoſing ſome pernicious Error, or thoſe 
a Members of it, who fall into Error by negle& or Malice; 
hed Truth and Innocence will protett the pions Chriftian againſt 
boriy, Doſe Authoritative Curſes, which may pceirce the Soul of the 
— obſtinate Offender ; but Thunder is not the leſs formidable; 
have, becauſe there are ſome Bodies which Naturaliſts ſay, are not 
- ones liable to its violent Penetration. The Excommunications of 
«ment whole Communities, make ſport indeed for Ale to fee 
1 Churches throw Anathe ma's at one another, as Fo6l3 throw 
* Fire brands, bnt the Faithful will endeavour to preſerve 
1 Nemſclves tree from Errors, octaſioned by a ſtubborn dii- 
e fully obedience to their Spiritual Rulers, that they may not be in- 


yoly'd in the ſame Calamity 2 the Guilty, It is not tu 


For do 


. 

de uͤbuhted, but that this Power was given at firſt, to every 
fupreine Ruler of the Church, as a neceſſary means of Peace 
and byter'in it, but the Exerciſe of it was afterwards re- 
ſtained to particular Diſtrits for the following Reaſons. 
For e rſt. Tho? the' Apoſtles and ſome others, were both qua- 
lify u and Commiſſion'd to be Eiſhops'of the Univerſe; yet 
21 Miniſters of Chrift were not ſo, and therefore conhn'd to 
the Care of leſer diſtriſts, but with ample Powers to Rule in 
any. patt of the whole, if ſent to it. OL 
2. The Harveſt being great, and the number of the Ta- 
bourers few, it was neceſſary, that every Labourer ſhould have 
his Tusk appointed to him, otherwiſe ſome part of Chri/t*s 
Vineyard, might have been void of Culture to this very Day, 
For a work that is common to all, is in danger of not being 
very much regarded by any. 

3. Our Saviour having not like Moſes, given paſitive Lam: 
for all the circumſtantials of publick Worſhip, or the deter- 
mination of all external As of many Chriſtian Graces, much 
more of arbitrary Power was left to the diſcretion of - a 
Chriſtian Biſhop, than of a Jewiſh High Prieſt, and conſequent- 
ly unity of diſcretionary Government, cannot be well preſerved 
in thoſe Diſtrids, wherein more than one are permitted to 
act with co-ordinate Powers, which ſhews ſubordination of 
Minifters, was neceſſaryjin large Diftrifts, and that Epiſco- 
Pacy has a foundation in Reaſon, antecedent to divine 
Revelation, | 

4. There being Duties to be perform'd, as well by the 
People to their Paſtors, as by the Paſtors to the People; it had 
been impoſſible to ha ve perform'd them, as they ought to be, 
unleſs by this diſtribution of particular Diſtricts, to each in- 
dividual Paſſor, the People had been taught to know their 
own Teachers. For whilſt the Church was ſerv'd by ite- 
nerant Preachers, one {aid he was of Paul, another of Apollo, 
another of Cephas, 1 Cor. 1. 12. As if there had been as 
many Chrifts, as there were Preachers of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, But this diviſion was eafily cur'd, by the Apoſt les 
Aſſignment. of each Dir: to its proper Paſtors, and ſuch an 
Aſſign ment was conducive to it. 

5. There is no doubt but the ApoFles and their Succeffors 
in this diſtribution of Provzzces, aſſigned the largeſt Portions 
to thoſe whom they thought moſt able to Rule them well, 
which larger Provinces falling afterwards into the hands, of 
tefs able Perſons, gave occaſion of Offence to many, whereas 
it is not the Jargeneſs of a Juriſdition, but the Negligence of 

Inca: 
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Incapacity of the Ruler, which furniſhes the Common People 
with any juſt Cauſe of Complaint. 994 beet 
6. It is plain theſe Juriſdictions at firſt, were no more than 
articular Tasks impos'd upon particular Men, which they were 
oblig'd to receive from the hands of the Apoſtles, tho* with 
the peril of their Lives and Fortunes, this was one, Cauſe 
that none but pious Chriſtians had any Furiſd:#ion in the 
Primitive Chureh, for none but ſuch would undertake à Po- 
vince, void of Riches, but full of Labour, and expo d to 
5 inceſſant Danger. Sa &- he 
La- 7. It appears that theſe Rulers of Difrids, were not Au- 
ave tharized to make new additions 10 the faith, but to publiſh it as 
i/t's they receiv'd it from the Apoſtles, Gal. 1. 8. and the Apgi-s 
ay, as they receiv'd it from Chriſt and his Spirit, ſo that Authgra- 
ing tative Publication, was as antient as Chriſtian ordinatian, 
(which without it had been a vain and needleſs Cexemony) 
but Authoratative emendation of the Faith, is a modern inven- 
tion, to corrupt and deſtroy it. ad io 
8, That as the Rule of Faith was certain, and the Pub- 
lication neceſſary, the Rulers of theſe reſpective Piſtritts, 
were obliged to contend earneſtly for this Faith, once delivered 
20 the Saints, by rejecting the oppoſers of it from their Com- 
munion, who would not be convinc'd by ſound Reaſoning 
and expreſs Revelation, as St. Paul delivered Hymenæus 
and Alexander to Satan, that they might learn not to Blaſphe me, 
1. Tim. 1. 2. ſo that dzſcipline in matters of Faith and goad 
Manners, was as antient as the firſt puhlication of the 
Goſpel. Nor can the excommunicating Powers be preſum'd 
to have been given only to the Apoſtles, (becauſe guided by 
an infallible Spirit in the uſe of them) ſince certaznty in hu- 
mane actions, is equivalent to 7rfallzb:lity in ſupernatural 
Agents, and without this certain and this Power, there 
never could have been found out any external means of pre- 
ſerving the true Faith, free from Hereſy and Error. 
goth. The Laws of Chr:/t, being given not only to the 
words and actions, but to the thoughts of Men, the two for- 
mer are ſubject to humane Juriſdiction, as well as to the Judg- 
ment of the laſt Day. The Latter are reſerv'd intirely for 
the Judgment of Chriſt himſelf, For if evil Communications 
corrupt good Manners, and one evil Action gives encourage- 
ment to another, if Chriſt had left xo Judge of Scandal in 
his Church, he had not taken that care of the general good 
of Mankind, which became the dignity of the Son of God. 
St. Paul delivered the z ee Corinthian 19 Satan, for. 3 
2 on 
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Sin of which the Gentzles themſelves were competent neg 
(and therefore for modeſty Sake would not have it ſo muc 


#s named among ft them) 1 Cor. 5. 1. and ſhall we think that 


a Chriſtian Biſhop cangot paſs as true a Judgment, as a Pagan 


Philoſopher, and that becauſe he does not know the Heart, 
he knows nothing of the immorality of the Action, or the ill 
eſſect its impunity might have on others. coat 
Suppoſe the inceſtuous Corinthian had plead for himſelf, 
* that this Inceſt was to him a matter of Conſcience, and 
© eternal Salvation, that he thought it a work of Charzry to 
© be kind to his Fathers Widow, that Inceſt was ſo far trom 
© being a Breach of the Law of Nature, that the World 
* could never have been peopled, without Inceſt in Adæm's 
* Family, that there was 20 poſitzve Law of Chriſt, againſt the 
* moſt intimate mixtures in the ſame Family, and that what 
© the Church call'd a Sin, was in his opinion, a very virtuous and 
© meritorious Action, will any Man fay, that theſe Pleas 
of Conſcience would have been ſufficient to excuſe this znce= 
Fluous Corinthian, from the Cenſures of any Eccleſiaſtical Judge, 
of leſs Authority, than an Apoſtle, becauſe Chriſt has left no 
Judges (as the Biſhop ſaith) over the Conſciences or Religion of 
by People? if it be ſaid, that this is a caſe of groſs Immoralzty, 
upon which any Man of common Reaſon may ſafely pals 


a Sentence; I anſwer that when the groſeſt Immoralities, are | 


taught as the neceſſary means of Salvation, as they were by the 
Gnoſtics, they become part of the Religion of thoſe, who call 
themſelves by the Name of Chriſt's People, and if Chriſt has 
left no Judges over the Conſciences or Religion of People, no 
Puniſhment can be inflifted upon them, by any Eccleſiaſtical 
Authoriiy whatſoever, tho' they ſhou'd mix thoſe carnal Im- 
puritzes even with the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of their 
Tord and Maler. 

But perhaps it may be ſaid, that tho' Chriſt has left 10 
Judge of the Faith of his People, yet he may ha ve leſt Judges 
of their Manners, becauſe we have more clear and diſtin 
Ideas of moraliiy, than we have of myfteries of Faith made 
known to us, by divine Revelation, I anſwer that it it be 
true, that (Heb. 11. 1.) Faith is the ſub#ance of things hopet 
for, and the evidence of things not ſeen, we muſt either caſt 
away all certarnty from the hope of future inviſible Rewards, 
or Confeſs there is a certainty in Faith, upon which all out 
hopes of a future State are moſt ſtrongly grounded. Now, 
if there be a certainty in matiers of Faith, or pure Belief; 
then a Partial or total infediliy, may be as diſcernable by 
hs y J Scrip- 
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Scripture and Reaſon join'd together, as 2»1moralitzes by Rea- 


ſon alone, and may be as ſufficient a Cauſe tor the Cenſures of 


the Church, as the other may juſtify the Severity of the State; 


gan but if Chr: has left no certain Rule of Faith, nor no Judges 
art, over the Conſciences or Religion of kis People, then the Blaſphes-. 
ill mers and Adorers of Chi, the deniers of the Reſurredt ion, 

and the affitmers of it, thoſe who believe in the Zoly Ghost, 
ſelf, and thoſe who ridicule the exiftence of all Spiritual Sub- 
and ſtance, may fit down at the ſame Table together, which 
to would ſoon render the Chriſtian Religion odious to all true 
rom Lovers of Order, or moral Honeſty. In the Apoſtles Time, 


orld Philetus and Hymenaeu, were delivered over 10 Satan, for ſay- 
m's ing the Reſurrection was paſt already. Whether they meant 
the thereby, that Regeneration, which implys à death unto Sin, and 


a new birth unto Righteouſneſs, was the only Reſurratt ion a 
Chriſtian was to expect, or that immortal Pleaſure to the 
Soul, without the Reſurreqtion of the Body, was the only re- 


zNCE® ward of a Chriſtian's Faith and Obedience, or that the Re- 
doe, ſurretion of Chriſt, which was then paſs'd, was no Argument 
t 10 for the Reſurrection of thoſe who believed on him, St. Paul 


calls it Blaſphemy, 1 Tm. 1. 20. and ſuch a Blaſphemy as was 


ity, to be corrected by a viſible Puniſhment of the Offenders, 
pals tho? Philetas and Hymenaus were reckon'd amongft the num- 
are ber of Chris People, as they were baptized Chriſtians, and 
the their Doctrine of the Reſurrection by them propounded, as 
call a dictate of their Conſcience, an Article of their Religion, 
t has and an Affair (to ſpeak in the Biſhop's Language) of eternal 


„ no Salvation. 

ſtical Nor can it be ſaid that ſuch Diſcipline was only a Branch 
Im- of the Apoſtolical Office, and in their Perſons ſo extinguiſh'd, 
Hr ir that it is not to be exerciſed hy any o:47nary Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, without Sacrilegious Uſurpation of a Kingdom, where. 


ft n0 in they have nothing to do, but fir ſtill as Spectators, but 
udges not Correctors, of the errors or immoralities of Chriſt's Sub- 
ſtint jds. For what was erroneous or blaſphemous in the Apoſtles 
made Times, is Blaſphemous and Erroneus in our own; And the 
it be lame neceſſity of preſerving the, Church from Blaſphemy 
hope and Error, which obliged the Apo/ties to deliver Phrletas and 
caſt [ſymenaus to Satan, at the firft Preaching of the Goſpel, 
vards, docs ſtill oblige thoſe who are in Authority, to ule bar Aus 


t-ority for the ſuppreſſion of Bla ſphemy, Hereſy and Schiſm, 
for which it was uſed by the Apoies themſelves; they have « 
ing received the ſame Laws of Faith and Obedience from 
tne Writings. of the Apoſtles, (by which they may judge of 

| Blas- 


ceived from Chriſt, and the inſpiration of his Hoh Spirit, 


rors or Vices, which may bring them to eternal Ruin, yet 
if thoſe Terrors do not prevail, becauſe they threaten 
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Bla ſphemy, Immorality and Error,) which the Apoſtles re- 


And tho* the Perfons who paſs the Sentence are fall:ble, yet 
the Rule is certain, and their Faculties capable of diſcern. 


ing that Certainty, which is therein, and themſelves liable to | 
Condemnation, if they paſs an erroneous Sentence, which | 


will not at the laſt Day, Yo much affect the State of the 
oppreſs'd Innocent, as it will their own. And tho' they 
don't ſec the Hearts of Men, yet they may ſee their Actions, 
and judge of the Tree by the Fruit. And tho? eternal Rewards 
and Puniſhments, are not in their power, but their Lord and 
Maſters, yet if excluſion from the Prayers and Sacraments, 
for ſcandalous Breaches of the divine Laws, or blaſphemous 
Doctrines, is committed to their care by Chri/# himſelf, and 
is to be eſteem'd a Puniſhment, rather than a Favour, tho? 
ſuch Breaches are made under a pretence of Conſcience, 
then Chr:/i has left ſome Judges upon Earth, who may paſs 
Sentence upon the Behaviour of bis People, without exceeding 
the Bounds of their Commiſſion, or invading the lawful 
Privileges, of their Lord and King. For tho' knowing the 
Terrors of the Lord, we ought to diſſwade Men from thoſe Er- 


Puniſhments which ſeem to be at a great diſtance from the 
offending Criminal, then thoſe preſent remedies ought to 
be try'd which are the general Priviledges of all Societies, 
for ejectiag unworthy Members, and confirmed to the Chri- 
ftian Church by Chriſt himſelf, and uſed by his Apoſtles, 
And whether ſuch Diſcipline, has its deſired effe& or no, 
upon the reat Converſion of the Sinner, which is the Lau- 
dable end of all Church Diſcipline, it is neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve every Chriſtian Society in the unity of the Faith, Purity 
of Worſhip, and ar leaſt external decency of Behaviour, which 
the Apoſtle ftiles Providing things Honeft ( comley ) in the Eyes 
of all Men, Rom. 12. 17. If the Conſcience of the Enthu- 
ſiaſt, who is a divine Law to himſelf, was to be reftrain'd 
by no Farthly Fudge, it might overturn all Laws, both Hu- 
mance and Divine, and transform the Faith once deliver'd io the 
Saints into Blaſphemy and Madneſs, And if the Conſcience 
of the Libertine, who has preſerv'd the Knowledge of Moral 
Good and Evil, but by evil Cuftoms, loſt the original Liber- 
ty of his Will, to chooſe one and avoid another, ſhould 
give hima Title to the Participation of all the external pri- 
vileges of Chriſt's Church, lis unclean PraQiſes wand 5» 
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yet Catholick Church, would he tur nd into a Subject for Banter 
ern. and Ridicule, long before che ſecond Appearance of our 


eto Lord to judgment. So much are we beholden to Ecclefi- 
ich aſtical Juriſ{iion,' for preſerving the Honour of our moſt 
the Wl holy and ſacred Religion, free from the contamination of 
hey publick Scandal. * | Þ b 
ons, But if any think ſtill, that all Judgment in this ſence is an 
ards invaſion of Chriſtian Liberty, let them conſider that Erclefiaſtie 
and cal Furiſdition in its firſt Original, was of a larger extent, 
nts, than it was in ſucceeding Ages, or than it is at preſent in the 
ous eſtabliſh'd Church. Foftbhe Apoſtles themſelves, tho? inſpir'd 
and by the Holy Ghoſt, in the knowledge of all things neceſſary 
ho! I for the Eftabliſhment of a Chriſtian Church, yet in things 
ace, of leſſer moment, they atted according to thoſe diſcretional 
paſs Rules of Reaſon, which was common to them with the reſt 
ing of Mankind. This may be ſeen by the different Conduct of 
oful St. Peter and St. Paul, towards the Jewiſb and 'Gentiſe Con- 
the verts, in the great Controverſy of Circumciſon and the Cere- 
Er- 70nial Law, and of St. Paul to his own more uſual Prafife 
yet in the Circumciſion of Timothy, and going up to Jernſalem 
ter to purify himſelf in the Temple, and the oppoſition he made 
the to St. Peter, when he thought his compliances with the Fewrſh 
- to | Converts, was prejudicial to that LZrberty, wherew:th Chriſt 
had made them free. Now in things not dictated by the 


ties 

hri. | Sirit, the Power aſſumed by the Apoſtles, was no more than 
les, an humane Power, and ſo far as it was diſcretional (or if you 
no, | Picaſe to call it Arbitrary) in them, ſo far it was communt- 
au. cable to the ordinary Miniſters of the Church, and adtualy 
pre- communicated by them, in that one Apoftolical Precept, 
rity Hebrews, 13. Chap. 17. verſe, IIA de mis nyeuiroags vaary 


hich x; UTexe]e Be perſuaded by thoſe who Rule over you, and yield 
Eyes 10 them, not meerely in matters revealed by Gol, for there- 
thu- in if an Angel from Heaven had Preached any new Goſpel, he 
and was to be treated not as a Meſſenger of God, but a Meſjenger of 
2 Satan, Gal. 1. 8. but in ſuch things, as muſt neceſſarily fall 
0 the under the determination of humane Prudence, wherein the 
Ls Reaſon of the Ruler, was to be efteemed the publick Reaſon 
oral of the Church, to which every private Man was to ſubmit, 
ber- tho' he thought his own diſcretion greater than his Guides, 
ould and might therein perhaps not altogether think amiſs; for 
pri- fince ſome Acts of publick Worſhip, were made neceſſary by 
d ſo Chriſt and his Apoſtles, without any formal Determination of 
efiie all the Circumſtances which muſt attend upon them, either 
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the Ads themſelves muſt be. aboliſhed, or the determinail. 
on of Circumſtantials, be left to every Man's Diſcretion, 
or ſome publick Authority be aſſign'd to the Government of 
a publick Body, in the performance of one publick or common 
Ad. The firft is Impious, the ſecond is impracticable, the 
third is determined by the. Apoſtle, and aſſign'd to the Rulers 
of their reſpective Churches, and the Reaſon given by the 
Apoſtle is, Becauſe they- watch) up Tov NM 
for (or over your Souls) as Men who muſt give an account, that 
they might do it with Foy, and not with Grief. But with what! 


ple had retus'd to join with them, in the publick Adminiſtration 
of the Word and Sacraments, becauſe Chriſt had left no Judge 
upon Earth of an affair of Conſcience, or the Behaviour, of his 
beloved People, or how was it poſſible to. perform any 
publick Act, which was to be directed by the: diſagreeing 


diſcretion of every individual Chriſtian, give a Divine Auth. 
rity to any Law or Cuſtom, which came not immediately from 
Chriſt, or from his holy Apoſtles; dy the Inſpiration of bis 
Spirit. And yet St. Paul, (1 Cor, 11. 2.) commends 
the Corrinthians, for their keeping rds vaęgd beds thoſe 
traditionary Ordinancies of the Apoſtle, which ſome of his 
hearers did oppoſe, as not given by Chriſt, but founded on 
the common Ujage of Mankind, ſuch as the praying of the Man 
or Woman, With a cover'd or uncover'd Head, muſt be eſteem'd 
to be ; But if any Man contended for or againft theſe Habits, 
from the want of a divine Command, 'to giye Authority to 
either, the Apoſtle (v. 16.) gives no other Anſwer to ſuch 
lovers of Contention, Then that they had mo ſuch Cuſtom, 
neither the Churches of God. Now Cuſtoms are but the reſults 
of humane Prudence, giving different Rules of Decency to 
different Countries, different Ages, and different Congregati- 
ons of Chriſtians, belonging to one and the ſame Spiritual 
Head, many of which had their 0r7g:inals from thoſe Minis 
ſters of Chriſt, who thought then Chat had given them Aus 
thority, to be Judges of Decency and Expediency in thoſe Af- 
arrs of Conſcience, in which they were not predetermin'd by 
Chriſt himſelf, or his Apoſtles. Or ſuppoſe we grant, that 
whatſoever the Apoſiles ſaid, or ated in the Church, was 
ſaid, and done by the zmmediate Inſpiration of the Spirit; 
yet it never can be ſuppos'd, that Tzz9thy, and T?tus, and all 
others ordained by the Apoſtles, had always thoſe Supernas 
tural Aſſiſtances, and yet Iimeihy was Licens'd to @ diſeretis 
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enary Ordination of Elders in every City, and obliged to the 
performance of ſuch publick Offices in the Church, as could 
not be perform'd by a Congregation, without making them- 
ſelves Judges of the decency, and expediency of ſuch Circum- 
ftantials of public Worſhip, as are now ſuppos'd by our Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, to be Affairs of Conſcience, and Matters of 
eternal Salvation, elſe why do they ſeperate on that pre- 
tenſe? h ; | 
And it is further remarkable, that the nearer you approach 
to the Apaſtolical Times, the more you will find of dzſoretzonary 


Powers, in the ordinary Miniſters of the Church. For it be- 
ing found y experience; that there could be no exact uni- 
formity 0 orſhip in the different Congregations of Chri- 


ſtians, ſubje& to the diſcretionary Powers of different Minifters, 
(tho? all conſented in the ſame fundamental Rules of Faith 
and Manners) and that greater reſtraints of Liberty; might 
be laid on one Chriftian Church, then on another, thoſe 
who were dedicated to the Work of the Miniſtry, found out 
the expedient of meeting in Synods together, that all might 
walk, To dum uhu, by the ſame Rule, Phil. 3. 16. As 
well in matters not determin'd by any expreſs Law of Chri/?, 
as in thoſe already determin'd by it. Hence it unavoidably 
came to paſs, that the diſcretionary Powers of every B:ſhop, 
were much leſſened and abridged by Canons of their own 
making, in the eldeſt Ages of the Church, however they 
might be extended, or corrupted by ſucceeding Councils. 
Hence it came to paſs that a Biſbop in our Conſtitution, is 
not a Judge of all things not determined by the Laws of 
Chriſt, as he was in the Primitive Times, but rather an ver- 
ſeer or Executioner of humane Cannons, made in preceeding, 
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wha pretend to be ſo, are Invalers and Uſurpers of Chriſt's 
Kingdom; he muſt then ſeperate himſelf from the communts | 


[$5]. 
But if a Chriftian is perſwaded, that Chriſt has left np 
Fadges of Decency, or Expedzency, in his Church, and that all 


on of all Societies of Chriſtians which now are, or ever ſhall 
be, in the World, and betake himſelf tothe Hermetical Life, 
which was ſo pleaſing to many of the Ancient Chriſtians, 
that many wonderful things are told of thoſe holy Men, 
who embraced that manner of living, about the ſecond 
Century. 

But the Biſhop's Actions ought to be the beſt, Comment 
upon his Words. Tho' he ſays Chriſt bas lefi Juage be- 
hind him, yet, himſelf appears as à Judge (by Proxy) of Mo- 
rals in his conſiſtory, of occoſionel Expediencies in the Houſe of 
Convocation, of obſervation of the Rubrick in his Cathedral, of 
the abilities of young Candidates for Orders in his Chappel, or 
other Place ot publick examination, And if his Lordſhip can 
appear as Judge in all thoſe reſpetts, when Chriſt left no Com- 
zniſſion for any ſuch Officer behind him, the World will be ready 
to demand the reaſon of ſuch ſeeming inconſiſtencies, and 
it is the Duty of his Lordſhip and his Friends, to give it in- 
tire Satisfaction. 

If the Biſhop ſays, (as he does in effect in his Anſ. to Dr. 
Snape) that he acts as a Judge in thoſe, and the like Caſes, 
by virtue of the Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this Nation, 
then he muft grant that there are Civil, and Eceleſiaſtical 
Laws in the Nation, which may authorize others to act as 
Judges, as well as Himſelf, in things not contrary to the Laws 
of Chrift, which is a moft undoubted Truth ; bnt then it 
does inevitably follow, that Chriſt is not the ſole Fudge of 
the Behaviour of his People, it others may be appointed by 
the Authority of Church, or State, to paſs a judicial Sentence 
upon their Aﬀious; and it alſo follows, that ſuch Officers, 
who att as Judges of the Behaviour of Chriſtians, by virtue 
of a Commiſſion from the State, arc therein Officers of the State; 
whereas the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors the Biſhops, cla im- 
ed thcir Authority of Judging, not from Kings, and Princes, 
but from Chriſt himſelf, who made them Overſeers of his 
Flock, and Yverſcers they could not be, without ſome co- 
erceive Power, without which, thoſe who pretended to pals 
any judicial Senzence whatſoever upon their fellow Subjects, 
ought to be treated rather as Spies, and Uſurpers, than as 
E:jſh;p or Rulers of a Chriſtian Church. For tho? (ſuch Sen- 
ence (xte ided no farther than the Suſpenſion or Deprivation of 
Heretical Clergymen, yet it is as inconſiſtent wich Go” 
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ſole Legiſlation in his own Kingdom, if Chriſt's Kingdum be of 
this World, as if it drew after ita more diſmal Confequence. 
For it is as criminal to paſs Sentence of Condemnation to 
2 leſſer Puniſhment, as to a greater, where a Man hath no 
Authority to paſs either. And therefore if the Biſbop Uo 
think it lawful for him, as it certainly is, to pronounck Sen- 
tence of Deprivazesn, or 'Suſpenſibn on a Clergyman of his 
own Diocels, for Non-conformity to the Liturgy, or Canons 
Jof the Eſtabliſhed Church, tho' he pleads Conſcience a- 
Ngainſt them beth, then he muſt allow it to be made lau- 
Ful by the Command of Chrift, or ef his Church, or of the 
ivil State, either of which will juſtify the, legality! of one 
hriſtians being a Fudge, Puniſher, or Cenſurer of the Behavi- 
dur of another, in the matter of Conſcience, Or; eternal Salva- 
ion, as Conformity or Non- Conformity muſt be allowed to 
de, eſpecially te thoſe who think it fo. 
Nor is this any undue Exaltation of the Epiſcopal Power, 

or it is no more than Al the Societies of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ers do challenge to themſelves. This appears from a little 
Traft of the London Minifters publiſhed in the Year 1646, 
herein they boldly chalenge a divine Right! of Govern- 
ent, not only to Claſſicel and General Aſemblies, but. to 
heir Parochial Elders, who are to examine all thoſe; who are 
o be admitted to the Holy Sacrament, and to exclude (in 
onjunction with the Preaching, Elder) thoſe whom they 
dge to be groſly ignorant; that is, in effect, all thoſe who 
ave not the ſame Sentiments in matters of Religion with 
emſelves, tho* it might be the misfortune of ſome of theſe 
xcluded Members to be debarred from that heaventy Feaſt, 
d which our Savior invites all his bis Diſciples (Drink: ye ail 
this) becauſe they were a little wiſer than their (pretended) 
eachers. The like may bg ſaid of all the Diſſenters of 
ferent Denominations amongſt us, {unleſs we except the 
alert) who paſs judicial Sextence, tho' not of eternal Dam- 
tion, upon the Members of their own reſpective Con- 
egations, and do not think themſelves Iavaders of Cbriſt's 
ing dom by it. | 
Mr. Hobbs, and the Author of the Rights, were aware of this 
nſequerce, and theretore levell'd their Brute Thunderbolts, 
well againſt Presbyterian, as Papal, and Epiſcopal Powers, 
moving that if any of theſe were preſum'd to be given by 
iſt and his Apofl les, the Chriſtian Religion could not be 
rely aboliſhed, which was the real deſign of thoſe Writers, 
therein they were Sincere. I will not charge this Black 
gn Upon his Lordſhip, becauſe he is willing the Name of 

1 Chriſtians 
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Tbriſtians ſhould continue, provided Chriſtians may be re. 
.Krained by zo humane Laws in matters of Conſcience, ani. 
„provided uo one have more Authority than another, to Fudgr 
Cenſure, or Puniſh, (p. 16.) the Servants of another Maſter.— 
And provided all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiſtions be abo. 
liſhed, and Chriſtianiiy be left as naked as when it was firſf 
born into the Norld, and provided allways, p. 20th © That 
© no ſecular Powers preſume to alter, or change the Re# 
.© wards, and Puniſhments, from Future, to Preſent, ?* off 
thoſe of the World to come, to thoſe of the World now i 1 
Poſſeſſion, For be ſays, * Chriſt's Kingdom becomes an earth 
© ly Kingdom, when the Rewards are wordly Honour 
Poſts, Offices, Pomp, Attendance, and the Puniſhment 
© are Priſons, Fines, Baniſhments, Gallies, or ſomethin; 
© leſs of the ſame ſort. The deſigu therefore which hy 
Tordſbip owns, is the levelling all inequalities, either of ſeu 
iar ot Etclefiaſtical Powers in the Church of Chriſh, reducing 
All Chriftians to the ſame Standard of a perfect exemptio 
from all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Judges, and from all Penali 
or Cenſures, which either of them have been impower'd t 
inflict, in all Cauſes that have any relation to matters of Sd 
vation; nay from any diſtouragements ariſing from want 
Preferments in State, and thoſe Powers of doing good, 6 
doing miſchief, which are the uſual Perquifites of tho 
Exalted Places, ſo. that according to this Scheme of Rel 
Sion, the Church of Chriſt, is in his Abſence @ Kingdom in 
perfect State of Anarchy, and abdication, wherein there | 
#0 Law, becauſe no Fudge to put the Law in execution; 
Judge, becauſe the Monarch left behind him 20 Commiſſi 
0 poſſibility of reſtraining its Subjects from hurting ot 
another in this World, - becauſe their Puniſhment s to 
only in another, nor 0 AuthoMy to encourage them to vt 
doing in this Life, becauſe the Collation of temporal Beni 
fits, would deſtroy the whole Nature of this ſpiritual Kin 
dom, and turn it into an earthly Dominion. 

But I wiſh the Biſhop had conſider'd, that if this was f 
ſtate of Chri/ts Church militant here upon Earth, our Savior woll 
not have been ſaid to have come, (Mat. 5. 17.) to fulfil 
Law and the Prophets, that is, to make them more perfect, 
beneficial to mankind, than they were before, but rather 
weaken, if not deftroy, ſome part of their coercive Poe 
For tho* natural Reaſon is ſufficient to inſtrutt Men, that! 
breach of Moral Duties may juſtly provoke the anger of G 
for ever, as well as the performance of them intitles V5 


the eternal enjoyment of. die Favour, yet God did not 1 
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Image of bis Fathers Glory, could expect that his Church could 


leſſer negative diſcourage ments, on this ſide the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs; or preſerved from ſcandalous impieties, introduced 
into the Chriftian Religion, under the ſpecious Pretences 
of Chriſtian Liberty, and Goſpel Privileges conferr'd on God's 


Hearers of them from their Communion; All the Laws are 
weakned, when preſent Sanctions, tho' leſſer in themſelves 
are taken away, and greater are left to that uncertainty, 
which ſeems to attend upon whatſgever is Future And tho? 
. Chrift has given us as much Aſſurance of Eternal, as we cah 


'plac'd at a greater diſtance from us, they make weaker im- 
-preſſions upon our Senſes, than the latter are found to dg, 


nor encourag'd till the laſt Day, his urch would ſoon be an 
furious of all Enthuſia is, a Proteftion to all Heretical and & hi . 


the greaieſl Rende vous of all FaRtious and Seditious Rebels, that 
ever yet appeared in the World, For if their Conſciences | 


leaſt they would lead their Fellow Creatures into a bottom - 
leſs Pit, becauſe whatever miſchief they do now, Chi will} 


62 J 
Men under this rsſtraint alone,; but gave Power to Xing, 
and thoſe who are in Authority under them, to uſe-the: Sword 


of humane Fuſtice, againſt the diſturbers of Property. and the 
publick Peace, tho the Sword of May is not ſo arp as the 
Sword of God, And when God had wrote a Law with bis 


own Finger on Tables of Stone, tho' the Jens muſt needs 
know, that eternal Damination might be juſtly expected 

thoſe who broke the leaſt of tboſe Commandments, yet, as if 
that was no ſufficient Sanction, he that-broke the: Nebbath Day 
was to be put 10 Death, and he who Stole, was to #eſtore ſeven- 
Fold, and he who ſhed Man's Blood, by Man was hrs Blood to be 
ſhed, And can we think that Chriſt, who uus the expreſs 


be ſecured from Hereſies, if 'Hefefies were to meet with no 


Ele& People, if none were authoriſed by him to remove the 
Teachers of ſuch Doctrines from their Miniftry, or the 


have of Temporal Puniſhments, yet for as much às they a 


And if Chriſt's Subjeſts were never to be puniſbd nor Cenſur'd, | | 


A ylum for the worſt of Criminals, a Receptacle for the moſt 


maticah Teachers, a Nurſery for all Hypocritical Pretenders, and i 


dictated Murther, Chi having left no viſible Judge of the Cone | 
ſciences of bis People, they muſt not be removed from the 
viſible Communion of the. Church, whatever became of their 
Souls, at the laſt Day, or whatcver the Civil Magiftrate i 
might do to their Bodies; and if Enthufiaſm ſhould incite © 
them to fill the World with zew Lights and Propbecies; there 
is no Perſon upon Earth has more Authority than another, 
to compell them to put thoſe falſe Lights under a Buſhel, 1 


puniſn 
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who are called the Biſbop's Prelates, or even Presbyters of the 
Church, authorized by Chriſt to remove from their Com- 
-munion, thoſe who deny the Divinity of the Son, or the Per- 
ſonality of the Holy Ghoſt; or thoſe who acknowledge both, 
for theſe; are matters of Conſcience and of eternal Salvation, of 
« which: Chriſt is the ſole Judge. And as he alone knows the 
„Hearts of his Subjects, the greateſt Hypocrite has the ſame 
Right to Chriſtian. Communion, as the moſt ſincere Believer, 
even after bis Hypocriſy, is as plainly diſcovered, as that of 
 Anaxias and \Saphyra, when they Hed to the Holy Ghoſt, 
For if Chriſt has left @ Kingdom, wherein all the Subjects 
'Are equal in Power, whatever proviſion he has made for their 
future State, he has made but very little for their perſent Se- 
-curity; againſt the Scandals of thoſe enormous Crimes, which 
might be (and have been) committed under a pretenſe of 
Conſcience and Religion. A little preſent Shame (if there was 
nothing more than that trouble in Excommunication) is ſome- 
times more prevalent in deterring a Sinner from the evil 
of his Ways, than an Eternity of Puniſhment plac'd at a 
greater diſtance, and tho' this proceeds from the folly of 
Mankind, yet conſidering it is a general Folly, we adore 
the Wiſdaom of our Saviour, in appointing diſpenſers of 
Jeſſer Prniſhments in his Government on Earth, reſerving 
the diſpenſation of the greater for himſelf, For a Kingdom, 
wherein, a Crimes are Capital, and no leſſer Puniſhments are 
left to the diſcretion of inferiour Officers, to prevent the 
reater, is to be reckoned amongſt the worſt of all civil Cun- 
itutzons. If there be no Eccleſiaſtical Judges, there can be 
No Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiqtiuns, for Laws can neither make, nor 
execute themſelves; and Juriſdiction is nothing elſe but a 
Power, either of making Laws, reſtrained to ſome particu- 
lar Place, or of a putting ſome Laws in execution, hy Com- 
miſſion from a higher Power. If Chriſt has left neither of 
. theſe Spiritual Judges, in his Church, then indeed all Eccle- 
ia ftical Conſtitutions are to be aboliſhed, and every Chriftian 
is to enjoy the privilege of Fudging for himſelf, without any 
' reſtraint of humane Laws, forbidding Hereſies, Schiſm and 
' Blaſphemy, which are now reckoned among the Eccleſiaſtical 
Bug bears of the preſent Age. 
I could with difficulty enough be perſwaded, that a 
Chriſtian Biſhop ſhould aſſert the equality of all Chriſtian 
4 People, if he did not plainly affirm, p. 25. That xo one of 
Chriſt's Subjefts is Law-giver and Judge over others in matters 
" relating to Salvation, and, that we muſt not frame our pork 
* ; Chriſt's 
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puniſh them. fot it, at the day of Judgment. Nor are 2boſ: | 
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Chriſt's Kingdom, from the Kingdow of this World (where thers 
is a ſubordination of Judges, Magiſtrates, and Furzſdiftions) 
but from this eſſential Part of it, that Chriſt is ſole King in 
bis own Kingdom, and therefore if not only the Pope, but all 
other Biſbops exerciling Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, are uſurpers 
of Chriſt's Office, no Men are guilty of S:hiſrmz in revoltmg 
from any of their Antichriftian Uſurpations, and conſe» 
quently nothing is more true, than the goncluſion of his An- 
{wer to Dr. Snape, p. 44+ vix · That no Man ought to ſuffer in bis 
rommon Rights for the ſake of any meer difference of opinion in 
Religion confidered as ſuch; for if their be no Rulers, there can 
be no Schiſm, and if there be no Judges of Hereſy, or Blaſphe- 
my, there can be no power in the Civil Magi ſtrate, or the Biſhops 


ch of the Church to puniſh Men for thoſe Crimes, whick never 
of can appear till the Day of Judgment, | 
as Nor can the Biſhop ſay, that herein he only denies, that 
e- abſolute unlimited Power of Judgment and Interpretation, which 


is challeng'd by the Church of Rome, for the denial of that 
exorbitant claim in @ Proteſtant, does not excuſe him from 


of yielding obedience to thoſe claims, which are juftly made 
re according to the will of his Lord and Maſter; nor could 
of any reaſon be given, why Papiſts ſhould be liable to no Pe- 
8 nalties for erecting ſuch an abſolute Monarchy in the Church 
, of Chriſt, but only for the ſame reaſon, vx. That Chriſt bas 
e left no Judge upon Eartb, whether therein they do well or ill. 
e I will not therefore diſpute with a Cbriſlian Biſhop, con- 
fo cerning the equality of the Clergy or Lazety of the Chriftian 
e Churck, (that may be done in à larger diſcouſe with the 
r Author of the Rights) but this I will ſay, that if there be a 
a Superiority, thoſe who reſiſt that Superiority, may be cenſured 
- by the Church, and lawfully puniſh'd by the Magiſtvate, tho? 
- Chriſt has left no infallible Judge beyind him, and where- 
f as the Biſbop plainly eftabliſhes an 1mpunity to all call'd Here- 
- t1cks, or Schiſmaticks, upon a divine Right, becauſe the Church 
1 of Chriſt is a viſible Kingdom, without a viſible head, and there- 
4 fore is ſo bountiful to the very Papiſts, as to deny their being 
excluded from Offices, upon account of mere Religion, hut 
} * ſolely on the account of their avowing ſuch Principles, as 
* naturally and unavoidably deftroy the State, and there. 
5 fore (in p.43 of the Anſwer to Dr. Snape, ) lavs, It is acknow- 
ledged by the moſt 3ealous Churchmen, that a Tejt founded upon 
1 therr Popiſh Principles conſidered as Political, might be found out, 
f which anight be a truer Security to the eſtabliſh'd Church, than tl e 


Preſent, and more agreeable to humanity and Chriſtianity, 1 an- 
(wer, that (whether theſe large Condeſcentions to the Ro- 
maniſis 
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maniſis were obtained by the Interceſſion of Monſieur P:Hi 
tiere or no) they quite overthrow the divine Right of Im- 
AN to all Chriftians, which the Biſbop endeavours to efta- 
iſh upon this Text. For if the ' Papiſts may be excluded 
from ' Offices and other Privileges of ge 4 upon account of 
Principles prejudicial to the State, then the State is Fudge of 
what P. ineiples are Prejudicial to itſelf, and confequently 
they ae Judges in Chriſt's Kingdom, as the Biſhop calls the 
Church, in almoſt every Page of his Sermon. And then 
they are the Judges of the like Principles of Anabaptiſis, 
uakers, Fifth-Monarchky men, Quietiſts, and other Sefts of Chri- 
ſtlans, which they could not lawfully be, if Chrift was the 
ſole King, Lawgiver and Fudge to by People. 

It is true the eternal Happineſs or Miſery of a Man, depends 
upon that Judgment, which Chrift ſhall oſs upon him at the 
laſt Day, but the Quiet, Peace, and Safety of his preſent State, 
is in a great meaſure in the hands of thoſe Governors of 
Judges, which Chriſt has left in his Church, or thoſe Kings 
and Princes, whom God has plac'd over him in the State, 
For if our Savior declares his Kingdom is not of this World, 
then bis Subjects cannot be exempted by his Authority, from 
that ſubjection to Kings and Princes, which is due to them by 
the Civil Laws, of their reſpective Conſtitutions. And if 
he and his Apoſzles did appoint any ſucceſſion of Rulers in the 
Church, it is that appointment which is the true foundation of 
all Eccleſiaſtical Ju iſdiftion, whether it ſignifys Legiſlation in 
the formation of Cannons, or the Execution of them in their 
reſpective Dijtrits, which Diſirifs being of humane Inſtitution, 
and adorn'd with 'ſeveral: &rnaments, Profits, and Dignities 
annexcd to them by the ſecular Powers, have been the moſt 
immedis te Cauſes, of theſe unhappy Diviſions which diftraft 
us at this very Day: For the Powers of Order are Divine, be- loeve 
ing only Commiſſions from God to exerciſe ſuch Aﬀs of Govern ſo un 
ment, as ate moſt for the Edification of his Church, but the Cons bition 
finement of theſe Poners to ſuch, and ſuch Places, the Emolu. Cern 
ments thereto annexed, the aſſiſtances of the ſecular Arm there- ¶ Auſe 
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F. with ſometimes conjoin'd, the deſignation of one Perſon rather Imitiv. 
5 than another equally commiſſion'd by God to a particulat and P 
Th | Station in the Church, being altogether from Men, {or for the Hare / 
" moſt part have ſo cover'd the Spiritualitites of Juriſdiction iti, 
Fl T:mporalities of a ſhining Nature, that it is nor eaſy to di their 
111 ſtingnuiſh the one from the other, or the Inward Subſtance from en « 


the Outward Cloathing, that is the Divine from the human 
part of Juriſdiction. 5 a Fa 
| isi „en 230 396K.; 36659 


— 

Hence it was eaſy for the See of Rome, to transfer the great 
Honours paid to the Biſpop of the firſt City in the World, 
into a Monarchy of a pretended Divine Erection, and the ex- 
ecutive Power into a Legiſlative, and Interpretation of the 


fa. Laws of God into an authorzrative Superiority, over the 
ded Laus both of God and Man. Hence or the other Hand, 
t of many of our Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſeeing the modern Epiſcopacy 
ge of externally adorn'd with large Revenues, and bigh Titles of 
ntly Worldly honour, are not able to diſcern thro' ſo thick a Co- 
" the vering, that divine Authority, which gave them the Keys of the 
then {Xi1:3d4om of Heaven, to let into the Miniſtry thoſe who are 
toſs, worthy, and exclude the unworthy from it, to inſpe&@ the 
htjs Menners and Doctrine of the inferior Clergy, that the Church 


might receive no Damage from their Ignorance, or vici- 
ous Behaviour, and by inflifting ſuch Cenſures 5 . 


zendy flicted by the Apoſtles, for the emendation of corrupted Man- 
t the ners, preſerve the Church from the ſcandal of giving prote&- 
State, ion to Infamous Sinners. Hence alſo the taking away of 

emporal Revenues, Honours, and Dignitzes, and Prohibition to 


xerciſe the miniſterial Function, in ſome particular Domini- 


Kings , 

ogy, ons, under the ſeverity of Temporal Penaltzes, is eſtet med by 
Vor Id, ſome as equivalent to a total deprivation of Office, and by ſome 
from Nas a trifting Nulli. Hence alſo it is, that the ftrife of 


Presbyters with their Biſhop for Government, took its firſt 
Original; which never was heard of in the Church whilſt Epiſ- 


in the cop was poor, and liv'd upon Charity, confin'd to hard 
ion ol Labour, innumerable dangers, derifion of Infidels, treachery 
n in of falſe Brethren, careful Diſtribution of the goods of de 


| their church to the Poor, and an exemplary Renunciation of all 
i tion, the Pomps and Vanities of a wicked World. But when 
: rnities ps, Brew rich and appeard in coſtly attire, tho? her divine 
” moſt ubſtance was always the ſame, ſhe found Presbyters who not 
Jiſtral Nonly roſe up to ſtyip her of whatſoever was humane, but what- 
1 0 ſoe ver was divine in her firſt inſtitution, which I will not be 
obern ſo uncharitable as to impute altogether to Avarice, or Am- 
»be Cons (£11402, but to prejudice and error, not ſuffering them to diſ- 
Emolu ern an Apoſtolical inſti1ution, from a hamane invention, be- 
1 theres {cauſe it appear'd not in the ſuffering dreſs of the pri. 
\ rathet Imitive Times; but in the gayer Ornaments of ſecular Ricnes 
rticulat {22d Power; not conſideriug that neither weakneſs nor power 
t for the Hate eſſential adjundts, or neceſſary ſi 15 orts of a ſpiritual Govern- 
ances, 


on with wen, but ſuch accidental Circum as are mutab'ie in 
y to d their own nature, and ſometimes conducive to the promo- 
ce from tion of true Piety, and ſometimes to the Corrupion of it, 
hu mau ö 1 TIEN NY 25 and 
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a nd ibe Church of Chriſt muſt learn with St, Paul, both, how 
want, and bow to avowni, and how to be contented with all 
Conditions. | 1 8 ; | | | 
For I canno agree with what the Biſhop ſays, (p. 19. 20) 
that ere ver temporal Rewards or Funiſhments are found, either 
in a great o [mall degree, there is a change of a ſpiritual King 
dom, .inio a Kingdom of this World, (ſee p. 21.) For a Govern 
ment inftituted by Chriſt and his Apoſties, receives no more 
alteration fiom the Riches, or poverty of this World, thaulf 
is received by a przvate Chriſtian, who may retain his Inte) 
grity towards God, as Job did, in either Condition; for af 
Church is but a colledtive Body of many Chriſtians, profeſſing ond 
Fith, and living under one Government of Chriſt their Lore 
and thoſe who are commiſſioned by him. And if przva 
 Chxiſt;ans have a promiſe from Chrift, that if they firſt ſee 
the Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, all othe 
things ſhouid be added unto them, Mat. 6. 33. and his Apoſtli 
tells us, that God!:neſs is profitable for all things, having the pn 
miſes of this Life, aud of the Life 10 come, then Chriſt and hi 
Apoſtles were the great--- corrupters and changers of Chrift| 
Religion. For ſurely the promiſes of ibis Life, are at leak 
to be reckon'd amongſt what the Fif60p calls (p. 20.) the En 
gines of this World, whereby the Kingdom of this Wor ld takes place 
and the Kingdom of Chriſt is intirely ruin'd. But tho? we d 
not with Bellarmine make icmporal felicity any more the not 


of a true Church, than it is @ note ofa true Chriſtian, yet! to 
is a harmleſs adjun, and wherc it is well us'd, a very pre eto 
per encouragement for Learning, and Inftrumenc of profil E 
moting, Charity to the poor, hoſpitality to ſtrangers, and on 
all thoſe vitble Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are mol SJ 
ornamental to tue Chriſtian Religion. For tho? the eg Re 
of Religion is Vertue and Charity, yet, in her right Hand m. fer 
be Ri-bes and Znours, which may no more deftroy her £ , 
ſence than the Cloais on a Man's Back, can deſtroy the I! 2 
perties of humane Nature. And as for the power uf the ſecui 8 
Am, it is no more an Engine of the Church militant, than 1 
15 Or the Church tr7umphant in Heaven, It is not command Rin 
ed or directed by the Rulers of the Church; but by thol 4 
Kings or Princes, to whom it is given by God, for the pt 0 
ſervation of their royal State and Dignity. oo 
It is ther-fore difficult to underſtand, what the Ziſ * 
means, by ſay ing, Chriſts Kingdom is changed or corrupted ! 55 
Temporal Remaris or Puniſhmenis in her Power, they are ! : 2 


gifrs of "the S uie, to which the Church ig Temporals is in ſy 
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jection. Would he have the Revenues taken quite away 

when himſelf confeſſes (42. p. of the Anſ. to Dr. 929 „ Thats 
Wortdly encourage ments don't totally deſtroy all inward* Ph inciplhs 

of Religion; and I may ſay they deſtroy none but thoſe *WHjelt 
were deftroy'd before their acceſſion .. Or would he have 
them equally diſtributed amongft Chriſtians of all Perſmaſtons, 
(which approaches nearer to his Tordſhips Notions of univer- 
ſal Indemnity) as a means to unite them in mutual Chari- 


* 79 "an 
- 
* * 
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7 But if this is his Tordſhips deſign, I would beg'of him to 
endeavour to promote it by Arguments drawn from buxrane 
Policy, and not from hs Text. A Commiſſioner of Trade might 
indeed inform his Prince how much ſuch a Conduct weuld 
promote the Traffick of à Nation, a privy Counſellour how Ar it 
would advance the Taxes, a Soldier how much- it would in- 
creaſe the Land and Naval Forces, a. Foreign Ambaſſador how 
greatly it would ſtrengthen à Foreign Alliance, But a Chriftzs 


a Hiſbop can never convince him from hi Text{iior any 


other in the Bible, t hat he is obliged to make ue dis 
ſtribution, For then he who diſtributes '&qual earourdarmiths 
to Men of oppoſite Principles in Religion, muſt be 6bltiked: to 
encourage thoſe who maintain falſe -Prinoiples as mueh à s 
who maintain he true, which is abſurd in the higheſta de> 

reÞ. 3 : a enn 3 RAS 

And if the ſupreme Civil Magiſtrate is obliged in Conse 
to give equal Encouragement to tboſo who preach contradi- 
Qory Dottrines, he muſt be as much obliged to*pfopagate 
Falſhood, as to defend the Truth, Which is more uan any 
Conſcientious Diſemers will venture to affirm, who, #f the- Le: 
giſlature were in their Hands, would appropriate e Dablick 


, is” 4. 
4 * \ *\ ©: 


| Revenues of the Church to ſuch Divines as theyicfteemed” moſt 


favourable to their own Opinions. 5 
p. 20. If Eccleſiaſtical Revenues are of the Bag ines of this World 
which change the Kingdom of Chriſt, mbich is not of this Mord, 
into a King rom which is of ibis World, then they onght to 
be taken from the Dieners, as well. as from the hurehmen, 
that Chriſt's Kingdom might be reftored to its Original In- 
ſtitution, which. is a conſequence vifible-ta the moſt ſteddy 
of his Lordſhips Friends, called Quzters, tho* not hitherto 
own*d hy the Biſhop himſelf. But then, as zhey have no /et- 
tled Miniſtry, ſo neither do they ſtand in need of any ſerrled4 
Revenue, To ſupply which Defect, they commit the teach- 
ing part to Men of Mechanick Profeſſions, and to Women 
of none at all, who, mftead of Recciving, would give Mony 
T5 eee 2 


168 1 
to their Auditors to have fo much Patience, as to hear them 
peak, rathea than take St. Paul's Advice of being ſilem in 
the Church, 1. Cor. 14. 34. I 95 It 
But boſe Magiſtrates who acknowledge the neceſſity of 4 
dearned and ſettled Miniſtry, muſt acknowledge the uſefulneſs 
of ſeztled Revenues, notwithſtanding Church-Mony, as well a3 
any other, is to purchaſe all the other. Our Bleſſed Savi, 
our contratted all the grandeur of the Roman Empire into 
the inſcription of one Reman+penny, for by that alone, Caſar 
paid his Armies, mann'd his Fleets, bribed his Senate, and 
reconciled the old Patriots of Rome, to the Love of Impera- 
torial Bondage. But tho* Mony is the greateſt of all Wordly 
Engines, the Philippians were not afraid to ariniſfter once 
again, Phil. 4. 16. unto St. Paul's Neceſſity, when he was at 
Rome, nor St, Paul to receive it, without giving any part of 
it to S:2z0: Magus, who was thought to be at Rowe about 
that Time. Nor was St. Paul aſhamed to put the Corinthi- 
ans in mind of applying this great Engine of the World, to the 
ſupport of their ſpiritual Guides, and Teachers. Do ye not 
know (faith he) that they which miniſter about holy things, live 
of the Things of the Temple ? and they which wait at the Altar, 
are partakers with the Altar (even ſo hath the Lord ordeined; 
#hat they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 
1 Cor. 9. 13. 14. If therefore it was the Will of Chre/t, 
that the Spiritual, as well as Temporal Labourer, ſhould be 
eſteemed. worthy of his Hire, they cannot own Chriſt to be the 


ſole Lawgiver to his Church, who, by any Laws of their 


—_— would either take away the ſettled Revenues of the 
Church, or, admit of a promiſcuous Diſtribution thereof to the 
Preachers of Truth, and the Teachers of error. Nor are 
we afraid to tell the Legiſlators of all Nations, that if it be 
the Duty of à Private Man, out of his ſmall Income, to contri- 


bute to the maintenance of his Spiritual Guide, it is much mote . 


the Duty of thoſe who are inveſted with the ſupreme Power, 
out of the abundance of the Publick Stock, to adminiſter ro 
the maintenance of thoſe, by whom they are inſtructed in the 
Truth, rather than of thoſe who endeavour to lead them into 

Error, | 
Neither does it follow, that becauſe Mony is a Tempta- 
tion apt to byaſs the Judgment of Chriſtians in the choice 
of their Communion, therefore it ought to be diftributed 
22 to Perſons of all Communions; for thoſe who will 
ſuer themſelves to be byaſs'd by the Love of Mony, in 
Aſairs of Conſcience and eternal Salviion, are not fit Members 
| - 


[6 


of any Communion whatſoever ; and tho' they ſhould make 


as good a Choice as Judas did, when he was join'd in FelJow- 


ſhip with Chriſt and his Holy Apoſtles, the Love of this World 
will not be cenſiftsnt with the Love of God, (I any Mar 
love the World, the Love of the Father is not in him) and ſuch 
a Perſon would like Judas, periſh everlaſtingly, tho* he 
ſhould chooſe the pureſt Communion which ever was ſince 
our Saviour's Time, oy 
The Legal Revenues of a Church therefore, are not to be 
taken away, or diſperſed about at Random, becauſe Men of 
covetous Deſires may be tempted hy them'to ſubſcribe to the 
Truth of. Creeds and Articles, which they do not believe, 
any more than the //reel;tes were obliged to cut down all the 
Trees in their Country, becauſe ſome Idolatrous Perſons 
were thereby tempted to worſhip under every green Tree; 
or than God was obliged to put out the Light of the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, becauſe his People were ſometimes tempt 
by their ſplendour, to fall down and Worſhip all the Zoſt o 
2 And Covetouſneſs is as Idolatry in the Eyes o 
God. . 
No Tegiſtators therefore can ſatisfy their own Conſciences 
in the witholding or withdrawing a competent: maintenance 
from their Clergy, and beſtowing it on the Teachers in, 
other Communities, but upon ſome of the following ſup- 
poſitions, vi. OS gt 5 
1ſt. That the whole Chriftian Religion 3s a. Fable, and 
then it is no greater Matter which Se# enjoys them. But 
this I preſume is not the Biſhop's Caſe, 
24h), That the Church which enjoys them, is either Erroneous 
in Fundamentals, or leſs Pure than the Members of other 
Commun ions; this was the Caſe of the Papiſts, and our ſirſt 
Refor mers. 
24ly, That all Chriſtians are equal in Spiritual Powers, and 
that therefore the diſtinction between Clergy and Laie, 
being Nominal, there is no need of a diſtinct and real main- 
tenance; and this is the Caſe of all Quakers, and of ſome 
Diſciples to the Author of the Rights of the Church. 
4thly, That the State is Superior, to the Church, and there- 
fore the Revenues of the one, ought to be ſacrificed to the Ju- 
tereſts of the other, and this is the Caſe of all thoſe, who think 
there is demonſtration in Politicks, but none in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. 
Taſtiy, That it is poſſible for thoſe who beleive it is their 
Duty to ſubmit themſelves to every Ordinance of Man * - 
oras 


L 70 J 


Tords ſake, and .thoſe. who place their Religion in reſiſting 
every Ordinance of Man for the ſame Reaſon, to live peaccably 
and charitably one with another, provided they were both 
equally encourag'd by the Civil Magiſtrate, And this laſt 
is the Caſe of ſame few charitable Perſons, who never read 
the Hiftory of, former Times, nor ever made any proper 
Reflections on their own. e 

But that I may not be thoeght to charge the Bzſhop with 
any DofRrines which are not his on, or to pervert the true 


Senſe af his Words, in order to make Innocence appear Cri- | 


- minal, let us hear what the. Biſhop farther ſays. 


Serm. p. 18. The Sanctions of Chriſt's Laws are Rewards and g 


Pyniſhments, | But of what ſort ? Not the Rewards of this World, 
not the. Offices and Glories of this State, not the Pains of Priſons, 
Baniſhments, Fines, or any leſſer, or more moderate Penalties, nay 
not of the mich leſſer negative Diſcouragements that belong 10 
bumane Sockety. He was far from thinking that theſe. could be 
2he Inſtruments of ſuch a Perſuaſion as he thought # arckpiable 
20 God. N . jp Þ N ON | ' 

In which Words I think we may find theſe following mi- 
Rakes, v.. 12 
"1/7, That the Biſhop ſuppoſes the Laws of Nations in mat- 
ters of Religion to give addzrional Sanctions to the Laws of 
Chriſt, and thereby deſtroy his Kingdom, Fe pat a 
24%, That he ſuppoſes it Criminal in any, to make theſe 
additional Sanſtions to the Laws of Chriſt, becauſe the viſible 
Church Militant is ChriſPs Kingdom on Earth. 


' "3dly, That he preſumes that the negative Diſcouragements 
of the At of uni ſormity, the Teft Ad, and the Schiſm Bill, (the 
chief defenfive Weapons our Church now wears) are additi- 
onal Sanctions to Chriſt's Laws, and alwavs uſed and intend- 
ed as Inſtruments of a Sinners Converſion, but not condu— 
6 bs that end, by their own Nature, or the Inftitution of 
rift. 
4thly. Therefore thar they are to he taken away, becauſe 
as he ſaith, (p. 20.) wherever they take Place, either in a great 
Degree, or a ſmall, in that Place there is ſo far a Change from 4 
Kingdom which is not of this World, to a Kingdom which js of thu 
World. And that wherever you hear of any of the Engines of thu 
World, whether of the greater, or leſſer fort in that Place, ſo far 
there is a Change from a Kingdom which is not of this World, to 4 
Kingdom which is of this World. 
But in reality theie is ſo great @ Gulph fixed between the 
Xingdom of this World, and the Kingdom of Chriſt, that it is 7 
cal! 


* 


eaſy for Lazdrus to paſs over to Dives, or Dives to paſs over 


to Lazarus, as for the Kingdom of Chriſt to be changed. into a 
Temporal Kingdom. For ti o' in a figurative Senſe, we ſhould 
call the viſible Church on Earth, Chriſt's Kingdom, (tho? it is not 
named ſo in this Text, nor any other) yet ſince it conſiſts of 
Subjects, who are only Candidates for the Glory of being ad- 
mitted into by Kingdom in arother State, and threatncd 


wit! nothing leſs than eternal Damnation tor Diſobedience ' 


to their ſupreme Lord and Maſter, no Man can make addi- 


tional Yanitions to the Laws oi Chrift, unleſs he can add 


length to Eternity, or mate the Joys of Heaven more de- 
ligatful, or the Fains of Hell more tormenting, than Chriſt 
himſelf hath already made them. As for thoſe little Tem- 
po: alzties call'd Encouragements, which the Ezſhop ſtiles the 
Glories of the World, or, thoſe ve! (alga Punsſhments which are 
in th. Power ot the Civil Magiſtracy, they are ſo far from 
being additional Sund ions to the Laws of Chriſt, that the firfF 
can ave no influence upon the choice of any in Religious 
Affairs, but upon the minds of wordly Wretches, and all true 
Chriftians are commanded by Chrz/t not to have regard to 
the latter, Fear not them which ki the Bod) but him which is 
able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell, Mat. 10. 27. 28. St. 
Paul, and his Corinthians laboured under greater Diſcourage- 
ments in Temporal Affairs, than any Se& of Chriftians 


do in this preſent Age; yet he, tells them 2 Temptation 


bad happened to them, 1 Cor. 10. 13. & wh e”, but ſuch 
as is fabiabie 10. Humane Nature, and by the aſſiſtance of the 


Divine Spirit may be eaſily overcome, and turn'd to the 
advantage of thoſe who are more than Conquerors thro? Chriſt 
our Lord. And the Chriftian Religion found greater Eu- 
couragers amongſt ſome of the firſt Chriſtian Emperors, than 
could ealily be found in theſe latter Ages of the World. But 
will any Man, beſides the Biſhop athrm, that all theſe Fenc- 
factors to Chriſtians, of any one Denomination, were iintru— 
ders upon Chriſt's Kingdom, when Chriſt's Kingdom w in Heaven 
or, that the Imperial Editts for the maintenance of a ſettled 
Miniſtry, or the admiſſion of none but Chriſtians to Places. 
of Truſt in the Government, were ad{iiz@gal SarZ7ons to the 
Laws of Chrift, when it 1s plain that Chr Fs, Sanitions are too 
great to admit of addz:ien from any earthly Pewers; and 
Chriſt's Laws, as diſtinguiſh'd from the Laus of Nature, and 
the Law given to the Jews, are nothing elſe but the Conditions 
of eternal Salvation by Chriſt revealed to us, which noge but 


him» 
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Himſelf being able to give, none can be able to add new 
Sunctions to them. 
And what is moſt conſiderable is, that when any new 
Sanction is pretended to be added to the Laws of Chriſt, they 
then become the Laws of Men, for the Law is always theirs 
by whom the San#:0n is made, Thus when it is ſa id by God, 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, the Law is Divine, and the Pe- 
nalty is underſtood to be eternal Damnation. But if it be 
faid, If thou commit Adultery, thou ſhalt ſuffer Impriſonment, 
— or, be put to Death; it immediately becomes @ Law of that 
Magiſtracy, to whom the Power of Life and Death, is by 
the Providence of God committed, tho? it is called the Law 
of the Land. And tho? Chrift threatned none of theſe Tem- 
poral Penalties to his Laws, it being below the dignity of the 
Son of God, to take the Office of the Civil Magiſtrate out of 
his Hands before his ſecond Appearance to Judgment, it 
does not follow he made it unlawful for the Magiſtrate to do 
it. Nay, it is evident from the Biſhop's Text, that he ex- 
empted none of bis Subje#s from ſuch. Penalties, becauſe he 
ſolemnly declared, that his Kingdom is not of this World, and 
if it be not of this World, it cannot abridge the Legal Powers 
of any earthly Kingdom whatſoever. 

His ſecond ſuppoſition therefore muſt needs he erroneous, 
viz. That the viſible Church is Chriſt's Kingdom, in a proper 
ſenſe, which excludes, or abridges the Powers of all Humane 
Legiſlation in it; ſince a Humane Legiſlation can deſtroy the 
ſupreme Legiſlation of Chriſt, unleſs it had in its Power the 

Collation of eternal Happineſs, or the Infliction of eternal 
Miſery, And if it be a Kingdom in a Figurative ſenſe, it 
does not follow, That it is unlawful to guard it by Humane 

| Laws, againſt thoſe who would deftroy it, as other King 
| doms are, for ſo all viible Kingdoms are defended; And the 
vifivle Church conſiſting of none but vifble Members, muſt have 
the ſame Right to be defended by viſible Means, as all other 
viſible Societies have. For if the free Profeſhon of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion may be defended by Fleets and Armies, which 
I preſume the Biſhop will not deny, no Man having ſounded 
a ſhriller Trumpet to a Warlike Reſiftance than my Lord of 
Bangor, I preſume chat the Cannons and Muſquets of Fleets and 
Armies are the Engines of the Kingdoms of this World. Now 


if theſe Inftruments of War may be made the Defenders of our ns 
Faith, I can ſee no Reaſon why tbe Iejs Bloody Engines of Tefts, have 
and penal Laws, may not be made uſe of to the ſame Purpoſe, Wt... 
notwithſtanding neither of them were commanded by Chri# them 


- 


7 


is the mediums of obtaining everlaſting Salvation. And 


neren thoſe of the milde! Nature, which include only the ne- 
50 zation of ſome common * & of humane Society, (as 
n he Biſhop ftiles all Places of Truft, and Profit, and Honour) 
30d, 


bat they are not commanded by Chriſt, and therefore ought: 
o be aboliſhed 3 The uſe of Arms for the defence of the Pro- 
eſlant Religion muft needs be more Criminal, fince Military 
Force is of a ruder Nature than Civil San#:0rs, and more ex- 


Pp, rake the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword, Mat. 26. 52. and 
2-1. erer in expreſs Words is commanded by him. 


Perhaps his Lordſhip will ſay, as he, in effect does in bis 
Inſwer (p. 32. 33.) to Dr. Snape, that we are to defend our 
Religion by tbe Sword, not as it is à means of everlafiing Sal- 

ation. but as the free profeſſion of it is @ civil Right. But 
if the civil Powers have nothing to do with the viſible Church, 
becauſe it is Chris Kingdom, it is impoſſible they ſhould 
give any civil Right to any of the Subjects of it. If they 
lo give @ Cuil Rzght, then is Chris not the ſole Legiſlator in 
the Biſhops Senſe, ſo as to make it Criminal, to fence it in 
ith Humane Laws and Conſtitutions. 


wes. If the viſible Church upon Earth is to be defended by no pe- 
WM nal Laws, even of the mildeft Nature, becauſe it is figurative- 
be I called Chris Kingdom, in which Appellation lieth the 


whole Force of the Biſhops Argument, then let him give his 
Brethren leave to deduce, the Neceſſity, or at leaſt Legaliiy 


4 35 of humane defenſive Laws, from other Figurative Appellations 
* of it in the holy Scripture, which may ſer the Balance even 
ing between him and his feveral Opponents, For, 


1/t, Chriſt's Church upon Earth is ſometimes called his Vines 
ard, Now, Vineyards are to be fenced by the art and in- 
duſtry of the Owners, who do not make Fences of Flowers 
and Fruſt-trees, but of Thorns and Bryars, 3 
2d), It is ſometimes called à City, (Civitas) or Civil Gaverns 


rr ment, ſo St. Paul ſpeaking of the Gentiles being received in- 
4 of to the Church of Chriſt, ſaith, ye are no more Strangers but 
and fellow C1 TIZENS with the Saints, Eph. 2. 19. But all 


Ctvil- Governments, according to the Hiſhop's own Doctrine; 
may defend themſelves againſt all Oppoſers, even by 
6 military Force, and much more by Civil Conſiituzons, if they 


os have a Right to the Privileges given them by Chriff, 
ue Iden bave (according to him) à natural Right to defend 
em. | | | RF 
I 3 3:04 0 345 


* 


f it is a ſufficient Argument againſt the uſe of al! penal Lans 


preſly reprehended by our ſupreme Legiſlator They that. 
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34h, Sometimes it is called a Cry, as a City fignifies a Place 
filled with many Houſes for the Reception of great num 
bers of Inhabitants. And ſuch Cities are for the moſt par 
tenced in with Walls and Turrets, and defended with tho 
te Engines which we call Cannons, &c. — 
- 4thly, Sometimes the viſible Church of Chrift upon Earth, i 
called his Spauſe, and we know that all Vives and Spouſes are 
to be defended by the Swords of their reſpective Husbandz 
Th fight for their Wives and Children is the common Topick 
of all Commanders, whereby they were antientty accuftom. 
ed to ſtir up the Courage, and enflame the Paſſions of thei 
reſpactive Armies. 294A i790 
But indeed it is meer trifling with be Holy Scripture, 
to pretend to deduce the true Nature and Conſtitution of 1 
Chriftjan Church, from any one Figuratzve Appellation, 
when it hath ſo many. Which is the great defect of + 


Biſhop's Sermon. Whereas that is to be learned not from « ] 
ſingle Text, but from a judicious Collection, and 'imparcidll © 7 
Collation of all the Places of Scripture relating to that" u £» < 
portant Subject; but never can be dednced from one Figuwalil be 
:7ve Appellation. For 'tho* the Biſbsp thinks himſelf ſecurel Ki 
in ſaying tte Church is Chriſt's Kingdom, and Chriſt # the K iel 
of bis Church, yet his Lordſhip can deduce none of his ſingu Cb 
larities from thence, *till he fixes a certain Idea upon the wh 
Word Xing, which raiſes different Ideas. in different Ages, ii 5 
different Nations, and in different Men of the ſame Nation, not 

Sometimes it ſignifies @ Perſon choſen by the People, to he Ko 
inveſted with all the Prerogatives of Sovereign Pore Sa 
In this Senſe Chriſt cannot be ſaid to be King of his Church mu 
for he tells his Diſciples, that they bad not chofen bim, but i Le, 


bad choſen them, Joh. 15. 16. It is plain Blaſphemy to'ſay 
Chriſt was choſen King by the Votes of his People, when he claim 
the Sovereign Power as the Son of the living God. 
In ſome Places it ſignifies a Perſon inveſted with the Sol 
executive, but little or nothing of the legiſlative Powers of a Ns 
2% Which is the Idea of a King moſt agreeable to'the 
Sentiments of many of his Lord4ſhips Friends, and the Do- 
Arines of a Book which carries his Zordſhip's Name in thi 
Front of it, called the Meaſures of Obedience, to "the Ciu 
Magiſtrate. But this Idea of K ingly Power can never prot 
the vw, or ſole Legiſlative Power of Chiſt, but rather bi 
Sub jection, or Inferiority to the Body of his oon People, 0 
to Laws made by them. TEES 4 4%. | 
In ſome Places of the World, the Word Kins ſignifi 
4 Perſon inveſted with all that Humane part of Ei, 
1 
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dition which ever was in the Laity, or thoſe who are the Repre- 


ſentatives of their Civil Powers. Such as are the diſtribytion 
of the World into different Diftrifts; the proportioning the 


giving liberty of Preaching the Goſpel, without any Dan- 
ger of Death, Fines, Impriſonments, or any other temporal 
Puniſhments 3 the Authority of keeping Courts, appoint- 
ing Officers, determining Cauſes which are ſuppoſed to have 
an Influence upon the external Government of the Church. All 
which, and the like A#s of external Government, of which ibe 
Laity were ever capable, are transferable to a ſingle Perſon, 
and how far they are actually transferred to the Kings of 
Great Britain, let the Civil Lawyers determine, for they are 
the Affairs of ibis World, which do not ſo immediately belong 
to the Miniſters of Chriſt, who ſent us to preach the glad Tid- 
ings of another Kingdom. 
But fince the firſt Birth of Chriſtianity, it never ſignified 
a Perſon who had the Authority of aboliſhing any Order inflitutcd 
by Chriſt himſelf, or that Spirit of bis, which led the Apoſtles into 
the Knowledge of all neceſſary Truth; for that is plainly ſetting 
Kings above their God, as well as above their reſpective Sub- 
jets and an Authoritative Diſſolution of that Obligation to 
Chriſt, to preach his Goſpel in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, 
which is incumbent upon all who enter into Holy Orders, 
as it was upon St. Paul, when he ſa id, V be to me, if I preach 
not the Goſpel, tho* it was then contrary to the Laws of the 
Roman Empire. And they who pretend to diſſolve an Obli— 
gation of the Miniſters of Chrift to their Lord and Maſter, 
muſt never pretend ro acknowledge him to be ſole King and 
Legiſlator in his own Kingdom. The Roman Emperors, in whom 
was the Plenitude of all Civil Powers, might make the Preach- 
ing the Word, and Adminiſtring the Sacraments as penal as they 
plealed, without going beyond the Bounds of their own 


claim 


he 1Sph Empire, but they could not make void the Obligation of 
4 N. the Clergy to thoſe Religious Acts, without claiming an Au- 
to the oriiy ſuperior to that of Chriſt, whoſe Dignity is ra- 


ther leſſened than magnified, by calling him King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords which are only figurative Expreſſions of 
a Power too large to be comprehended by humane under- 
r prone ſtanding. 
her bs Rut in Popiſh Countries it ſignifies @ Perſon mho either never 
ple, 0 claimed any part of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, or bas reſizned 11 e 
whole to the Roman Biſbop, av it is ſaid in the Revelatiiyn, that 
ignifl the Ks of the Earth gave * Tower 10 the Beaſt. 5 
3 0 


maintenance to the Miniſters of Chriſt acting in them; the 
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It is therefore wonderful to me that ſo great a Pretender 

o Demonſtration, as the Biſhop of Bangor, ſhould draw ſuch 
nferences from the Word King, as are directly contrary to 
the whole Tenor of the Scriptures, and no ways deducible 
from one figurative Expreſſion. For, (p. 22.) he ſays 
ou read nothing in his (that is Chriſt's) Doctrine about 
bis Kingdom, of taking in the Concerns of this World, and mix- 
ing them with thaſe of Eternity. No Commands, that the Frownz 
and Diſcouragements of this preſent State, ſhould in any Caſe 
attend upon Conſcience and Religion, &c.— No Orders for the 
kind and charitable Force of Penalties, or Capital Puniſhments, 


20 make Men think and chooſe aright, no calling unon the ſecular M 
Arm, whenever the Magiſtrate ſhould become Chriſtian, to en- ary 
orce his Dodrines, or to back his Spiritual Authority. | dr 

To all which I anſwer in tbe Biſbops own Words, (p. 22.) pr 
v · It was becauſe He knew the Nature of his own Kingdom or 
Church better than any ſince his Time, and therefore left no ca 
Command to the civil Magiſtrate how to behave himſelf in ett 
what the Biſhop calls Cbriſt's Kingdom. St 


He knew that his Church upon Farth would conſiſt of fome 
Perſons, who, by the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, would be able he 
to reſiſt all the Temptations of Force or Flattery, as the the 
Biſhop calls all the Encourage ments or Diſcouragements of the M 
State, and that the Conqueſt obtained by ſuch a Refiftance, BS m: 


would tend to the Advancement of their Reward in the ſu! 
Kingdom of Heaven, And therefore he left them in the A1 
Hands of heathen Perſecutars, as knowing thetr Iigbi Afiftion of 
here would work for them a more exceeding weight of Glory. Fe 
He knew there would be other Members of his viſble H 
Church, who would only, follow him for the Loaves, and 1⁰ 
would forſake him in times of Perſecution, unable to reſiſt 1 
its raging Fires. As he knew theſe were not his real Subjects, th 
it was 2s juſt in him to leave them under the force and flat- te 
zery of civil Government, as to leave them to rhe farce of 17 
any other Temptations. And we might as well expect that 
Cod ſhould annihilate the Bodies of ſuch Hy pocrites, hi 
becauſe they have in them the Seeds of all ungodly th 
Luſts, or, take away all malignity from Satan, becauſe he ſh 
is the Tempter of Mankind, as that he ſhould aholih the fo 
Power of Temporal Rewards and Puniſhments in Magiſtrates, Bt 
hecauſe their Force and Flattery might be in after Ages, tic 
temptations to hypocritical Profefſors of Religion, or to K. 


an erroneous choice of the beſt and pureſt Communions. 
And left any pretenders to Relizipn, ſhould expect any 755 ＋. 
| | 1 _ aign 


14 
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tection from Chriſt, as their King, he told them his King. | 
dom was not of this World. 
Chriſt knew that a great Number of his Subjects, in the latter 
Days, would be Enthufiaſts, Men pretending to divine In- 
ſpiration, when their own Dreams, or Sug geflions of Satan, 
were the ſole Cauſes of thoſe Enthuſiaſtick Inſpirations. He 
#new no Spiritual Powers would he able to repreſs the 
Fury of thoſe who thought the Fountain of all Spiritual 
Powers was in their own Boſoms. If the civil Magiſtrate 
had zo Porter from God, to oppoſe, and ſuppreſs the madneſs 
of Chriſt's Subjects, by Temporal Puniſhments, the greateft 
Monarchs in the World might be overturned by @ few 
armed Enthuſiaſgs, in ſpite of any Arguments that might be 
drawn from Scripture or from Reaſon ; but Chriſt gives no 
protect ion to ſuch Subjects: | 
Chriſt knew hetter than any ſince his Time, how many 
calling themſelves Chriſtians would ſcoff at the Threats of 
eternal Punifhments. For he has told us by his Apoftle 
St. Peter, that there ſhould be Scoffers walking after their own 
Luſts, And ſaying, where is the promiſe of bis coming ? for ſince 
the Fathers fell a ſleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the Creation, 2 Pet. 3 3, 4 And if theſe 
Men were to be reſtrained by n Temporal Penalties, how 
many evils upon the State, and how much Scandal might 
ſuch Nominal Chriſtians bring upon his moſt Holy Religion? 
And if the Exemptions of the Clergy alone from the Juriſdiſtion 
of the ſecular Powers, was the Cauſe of ſo many Murders, 
Felonies, and Robberies in the Reign of Benry II, as our 
Hiftorians report, how much more would the exe mption of all 
nominal Chriſtians, pretending Conſcience, contribute to 
Teaſons, Rebellions and Blood-ſhed in the World? Since 
there is no Wickedneſs ſo great, which has not heen at- 
tempted under the ſpecious Pretences of Conſcience and Re- 
Ii7 ton, 
Laſtly, Chriſt beſt knew under what Kings and Emperors 
his Church would ſubſiſt, til the end of all Things. If 
therefore it had not been his Will, that the Civil Powers 
ſhould uſe force or Flattery in his Kingdom he would have 
forbidden both, under the penaity of eternal Damnation. 
But as he is therein alrogether filent, it is high Preſump- 
tion in any of his Minnifters, to give Reſtraining Laws to 
Kings and Princes in his Name. 
It is in vain for Lord of Bangor to call Chriſt the ſole 
Legiſlaior in bis own King dom, probibiting all ſecular Powers 
Fay © * 
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4 to meddle with it, when bimfelf, without any Authoriiy from 
4 Chrift, proclaims this Law to the World, and endeavours t 
gl by this ſophiſm of Kz:uvly Power, to reader it as unlawful Ci 
1 to encourage, as to puniſh any one Set of Chriſtians more than e 
0 another. Whereas, our Saviour who beſt underftood the a 
: Nature of his own Kingdom, never preſcribed any Rules to t! 
1 Kings or Princes, how they ſhould behave themſelves towards W 
0 the Subjects of his Church, as knowing no Temporal Force tl 
4 or Flattery could reach his Kingdom which was in Heaven. K 
3 The Truth is, the Laws of Chriſt being thoſe Conditions of ſ 
1 eternal Salvation, which himſelf has publiſhed to the World, Ii 
none are greater Invaders of his Kingdom, than thoſe who a 
publiſh Conditions he never made, which is the Caſe of the n 
angorians of this Nation, who would have Kings and Princes C: 
lieve it a damnable Sin, to make any penal, or enrouraging W 
Statutes in matters of Religion, when Chrift has given no e 
Command to prohibit them from doing it, (when they judge a) 


It is conducive to their own ſafety, the publick Peace, or the 
Advamages of that Religion, which they ES to be beſt.) For P 
ſuch Laws, not heing propoſed as Conditions of eternal Sal- C 
vation, can be no Intruſions upon the Kingly Office of Chriſt K 
their Saviour. LES 2 
And J affirm to his Tord ſhip without any heſitation, that 7 
if we of the inferiour Clergy, ſhould perſuade our reſpective u 
Congregations, That all Kings, States, or Potentates upon a, 
Earth, who made any Laws in Matters of meer Religion, UW 
and Affairs of Salvation, did thereby change 1he Spirriual L 
Kingdom of Chriſt into a Temporal Kingdom, we ſhould lay 


Gun-Powder under all the Thrones of Europe, for if this n 
be ſinful, what Nation is there in the whole Earth, which, P 
ſince the firſt Reception of Chriſtianity, has not been there- I 
in extremely Guilty ? eſpecially thoſe who huilt Churches, 5 


and ſettled large Revenues, and gave higheſt Marks of 
Eſteem to the Minifters of Chrifts bleſſed Goſpel. and tho tl 


we ſhould make as many Solemn Proteſtations as bis Lord: i Þ 
hip in bis Anſwer to Dr. Snape, of our Loyalty to our own b 
Prince, and aſſure him, that altho' we lay Gun-powder un- C 
der his Throne, we have no Defign nor Intention, to ſet * 
Fire to it, and that we will prevent all others from doing R 
the ſame; yet if all Suhjefts were perſuaded, that all Lan- a 
makers in Chriſtian Countries were the Deſtroyers of Chriſt's 11 
Kingdom, that little Spark of Fire might Aſcend the whole bi 
Magazine of ſuch Combuſtible Matter, and turn the great F 


Bulk of Civil Authority into Air, or nothing, as well in 
dur own Nation, as in others. We 
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We muſt indeed be ſo true to our Lord and Maſter, as to 
teach our reſpective Congregations, that none but Chriſt 
can give the Conditions of eternal Salvation, that our Obedi- 
ence to his poſitive Laws of Faith, Baptiſm, and the Lords-Supper, 
as well as to thoſe expreſs, Commands, he has given for 
the regulation of our Thoughts and Affections, is the only 
way to the Kingdom of Heaven. But we muft not teach, 
that all Obedience to the Laws of Men, is the Way to the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs, For many of them may be ſub» 
ſervient to the Kingdom of God; may be Branches of the 
Immutable Laws of humane Reaſon, which carry with them 
an Obligation antecedent to humane Legiſlation; may be 
neceſſary Fences againſt Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, and diaboli- 
cal Hereſies; and in ſhort, may be Parts of that Duty 
which Chrift himſelf has enjoyned us, as Conditions of 
eternal Happineſs hereafter. Give unto Ceſar the things that 
are Caſars, and unto God the things that are Gods. | 

And therefore the Convocation is not to be blamed, if they 
put the Biſhop in mind of that Royal ſupremacy in Eccleſiaſtical 
Cauſes, which the Laws of the Laad aſſign to our Britiſh 
Kings, and the acknowledgment of which the Biſhop himſelf 
has ſubſcribed. For tho' bis Lordſhip in his Anſwer to the Com- 
mittee, profeſſes he does not underſtand what it is, he muſt 
underſtand, whether he will or no, that it is ſomething, the 
acknowledgment of which, muſt overthrow all that s Lord- 


ſhip has ſaid concerning the Powers of the civil Magifracy in 


Afﬀeairs of Conſcience, and Matters of meer Religiqn. 

But as my Deſign is, not to render his Lordſbig Crimi- 
nal, but, to prevent thoſe Miſtakes which may be very 
prejudicial both to the Salvation of Church-men and Diſſenters, 
I will proceed to a more accurate and impartial Review 
of his Anſwer to the Commitiee of the Convacation, And if 1 
find 1 have charged him with any DoRrines he does nor 
therein challenge as his own, or flow not neceſſarily from 


his own Words, I will confeſs the Fault is in my ſelf, and 


beg Pardon of God and him for it; becauſe I drew not m 
Charge from the Commitee, nor the Writings of Dr. Sberlock, 
which I never Saw, but from the Suggeſtions of my own 
Reaſon, And I am ſo far from taking delight in diſcover- 
ing the Deficiences of ſo great a Man, that I would rather 
imitate the Pzety of Shem and Japhet, in doing any thing, 
2 going back ward, to cover tbe Nakedneſs of à Spiritual 
aber, 
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